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f the loves of Gil Blas and Signiora Lorenga 
Sephora, 


Went then to Xelva, to carry the good 
| Samuel Simon the three thouſand ducats 
. we had ſtolen from him. I will freely 
2, that I was tempted, upon the road, to 
ake myſelf maſter of this money, in order 
begin my ſtewardſhip with good fortune, 
a. might have played this trick without danger. 
nd bad nothing to do but to take a journey for 
70 Pe or fix days, and return afterwards, as if 
had performed my commiſſion ; neither Don 
Iphonſo nor his father would have ſuſpected 
7 integrity. However, I did not yield to 
e temptation ; I can even ſay, that I over- 
Ewe it like a man of honour ; which was 
[ER vor. III. A = 
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not a little commendable in a young fellow 
who had been uſed to the company of. great 
rogues: A great many, who converſe only 
with honeſt men, are not ſo ſcrupulous; 
thoſe eſpecially who have had ſuch truſts 
committed to their charge, as might be for- 
feited without prejudice to their reputation, 
could (if. they pleaſed) give inſtances here- 
of. 

Having thus reſtored the money to the 
merchant, who did not in the leaſt expect it, 
1 returned to the caſtle of Leyva. The Count 


hy ay aw „ 


— — 


de Polan was no longer there, he was ſet out k 
again for Toledo, with Julia and Don Fer-WW 2 
- nando. I found my new maſter more in love {! 
than ever with Seraphina, Seraphina charm- Þ 
ed with him, and Don Cæſar raviſhed with 4 


the enjoyment of them both. I made it my 
ſtudy to get into the good graces of ſo tender 
a father, and ſucceeded in it; I was made 
ſteward of the houſe, I directed all, I 'recei- 
ved the money of the tenants, defrayed all the 
expences of the family, and had an abſolute 
authority over the men- ſervants: but I did no 
(as is uſual with perſons of my ſtation) make 
an ill uſe of my power. I neither turned a- 
way ſuch domeſtics as diſpleaſed me, nor re 
quired others to be abſolutely at my devotion MM <9 
jf they addreſſed themſelves directly, either to 2 } 
Don Cæſar or his ſon, to aſk any favour, kn 
was ſo far from oppoſing them, that I ſpokꝗ ha 
in their behalf. Beſides, the marks which me 
my maſters gave me, every hour, of their af be 
fection, inſpired me with a zeal for their ſer ® 
vice. 


< 
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vice. I conſulted only their intereſt ; there 
was no legerdemain in my management; in 
ſhort, I was ſuch a ſteward as could not eaſi- 
ly be met with. 

Whilſt I was hugging myſelf at my good 
fortune, Love, as if he had been jealous of 
what the blind goddeſs did for me, was re- 
ſolved I thould alſo have ſome favours to 
thank him for. Accordingly he inſpired Sig- 
niora Lorenga Sephora with a violent inclina- 
tion for Monſieur VIntendant. _My conqueſt, 
to ſpeak the truth, like a faithful hiſtorian, 
bordered upon fifty ; ; nevertheleſs, a cool air, 
an agreeable face, and two fine eyes, which 
ſhe knew admirably well how to uſe to the 
beſt advantage, might make it paſs for a piece 
of good fortune, I could only have withed 
her a little more colour, for ſhe was very pale, 
which I did not fail aſcribing to her ſtrict 
preſervation of her honour, 

The good dame lured me on for ſome time, 
by glances, wherein her love was expreſſed vi- 
ſibly enough; but, inſtead of anſwering her 
ogles, I, at firſt, made as if [ did not under- 
ſtand her drift: hereby I ſeemed a mere no- 
vice to her, at which ſhe was not diſpleaſed. 
Imagining, therefore, that ſhe ought not to 
confine herſelf to this dumb language, with 
a young fellow whom ſhe did not think fo 
knowing as he was, the firſt converſation we 
had together, ſhe declared her ſentiments to 
me in expreſs terms, that I might no longer 
be ignorant of them, She went to work like 
a woman who was miſtreſs of her art; ſhe 

A 2 pretended 
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pretended to be in confuſion whilſt ſhe ſpoke 
to me, and after having fairly ſaid whatever 
the had to ſay, ſhe hid her face, to make me 
believe ſhe was aſhamed of having diſcovered Mt | 
Her weakneſs to me, I was forced to ſurren- MM 
der, and (though vanity had a greater ſhare M 
therein than inclination) I ſeemed very ſen- MF - 
{ible of her goodneſs, I even affected to be 
preſſing, and acted the paſſionate lover ſo 
well, that I incurred her reproaches. Lo- 
renza indeed reprimanded me; but with ſo 
much mildneſs, that, in adviſing me to have 
more diſcretion, ſhe ſeemed not angry at my 
having failed in that point. I might have car- 
ried things farther, if my beloved obje& had 
not feared I ſhould entertain a bad opinion of 
her virtue, if the granted me too eaſy a con- 
queſt. Thus we parted till a new interview, 
Sephora perſuaded that her feigned reſiſtance 
made me believe her a Veſtal, and I full of the 
pleaſing hope of putting ſoon an end. to this 
i adventure, 
| Things were in this poſture, when a foot- 
[| man of Don Cæſar's brought me news, that 
Ill moderated my joy: this fellow was one of 
thoſe curious ſervants, who make it their buſi - 
neſs to find out all that paſſes in the houſe, As 
| he made his court to me very diligently, and 
| entertained me every day with ſome novelty, 
| he came one morning to tell me he had made 
| a pleaſant diſcovery, and that he would impart 
| It to me, on condition I would keep his ſecret, 
tſeeing it concerned Signiora Lorenga, whoſe 
reſentment (as he ſaid) he apprehended. I had 
| _ 
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too much a mind to hear what he had to teil 
me, not to promiſe him filence: however, 
without ſeeming in the leaſt moved, I aſked 
him, with the greateſt indifference, what the 
diſcovery was which was ſo diverting. * Lo- 
renca,” ſays he, © introduces the ſurgeon of 
the village ſecretly into her apartment every 
night: he is a young fellow, very well made, 
and my ſpark ſtays there a conſiderable time. 
Not but I believe,” adds he, with a, malicious: 
ſmile, “that all this may be done very inno- 
cently ; but you will allow me, that a 
young fellow's fliding ſecretly into a woman's 
chamber, will iacline folks to judge amiſs of 
Per, 

Though this information gave me as mucli 
trouble as if I had really been in love, I 
took care not to ſhew it; I even forced my- 
ſelf to laugh at this news, which pierced me 
to the ſoul; but I made myſelf amends for 
this conſtraint, as ſoon as L ſaw myſelf with- 
out witneſſes, I raged, I ſwore, and I conſi- 
dered what meaſures I thould take. At one 
time deſpiſing Lorenca, I thought of leaving 
her, without deigning to come to an eclair- 
ciſſement with the coquette ; at another time, 
imagining my honour concerned in driving a- 
way the ſurgeon, I propoſed calling him to 
an account; this laſt reſolution prevailed. I 
lay in ambuth that evening, and accordingly 
ſaw my gentleman enter with a myſterious air 
into my duenna's apartment. There wanted 
but this to raiſe my fury, I went out of the 
caſtle, and poſted myſelf upon the road, by 

AA whicit: 
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which my ſpark was to return, I waited for 


Him without ſtirring, and every moment in- | 


creaſed my deſire of fighting with him: in 
ſhort, my enemy appeared, and I advanced 
ſome paces, like a Hector, to meet him; 
but, I do not know how the devil. it happen 
ed, I found myſelf feized on a ſudden, like 
one of Homer's heroes, with a terrour that 
ſtopped me. I was in as great a confuſion as 
Paris, when he was to fight Menelaus. I 
began to confider my antagoniſt, who ſeemed 


to me ſtrong and vigorous, and I thought his | 


fword of an exceſfive length: all this made 
an impreſſion upen me. Neverthelefs, out of 
a point of honour, though I ſaw the danger 
with eyes that magnified it, and, in ſpite of my 

natural temper, which ſtrove obſtinately to de- 
ter me, I had the courage to advance towards 
the ſurgeon, and to draw my rapier. 

My action ſurpriſed him. What is the 
matter,“ ſaid he, „ Signior Gil Blas? Why 
theſe preparations ? © What, are you diſpoſed 
to be merry?“ No, Mr. Barber,” anſwer- 


ll edTI; I I am in very good earneſt. I will 


know whether you are as brave as gallant. 
Do not think that I will leave you in quiet 
poſſeſſion of the good graces of the lady you 


| come from viſiting at the caftle.” * By St. 


Come,” replied the barber, burſting out in- 
to a laughter, here is a pleaſant adventure! 
Good God, how deceitful are appearances. !” 
At theſe words, imagining that he had no 
greater ſtomach to fighting than myſelf, I 
grew more inſolent. Do not talk to me at 

that 
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that rate, friend,” ſaid I; do not talk to 
me at that rate ; do not think I will be put 
of with your bare denial of it.“ I ſee plain- 
ly,” replies he, © that I ſhall be obliged to 
ſpeak, to prevent the misfortune that may 
happen either to you or me. I am going then 
to reveal a ſeeret to you, though perſons of 
our profeſſion cannot be too diſcreet, If Sig- 
niora Lorenca introduces me privately into 
her chamber, it is to hide her diſtemper from 
the family; ſhe has an inveterate cancer in 
her back, which I go every night to dreſs: 
that is the cauſe of the viſits whereat you are 
alarmed; do not diſturb yourſelf any more 
upon that account. But,” continued he, if 
you are not fatisfied with this diſcovery, and 
are reſolved abfolutely upon fighting, you 
need only fay ſo, I am not a man that will re- 
fuſe to give you ſatisfaction,” This faid, he 
drew his long rapier, which made me tremble, 
and ſtood upon his guard. It is enough,” 
anſwered I, putting up my ſword; © I am not 
ſo brutal as not to hear reaſon ; after what you 
have told me, I am no longer your enemy; 
let us embrace.” At this diſcourſe, he ſoon 
{aw I was not ſo inflexible as I ſeemed at firſt ; 
wherefore, putting up his ſword laughing, he 
ſtretched out his arms, and we afterwards. 
parted the beſt friends in the world. 

From that time F never thought of Sephora 
but with diſguſt, and avoided all the opportu- 
nities ſhe gave me of entertaining her in pri- 
vate; which I did with ſo much care and in- 
duſtry, that ſhe perceived it, Being ſtruck. 

with 
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with ſo great a change, ſhe was reſolved to 
know the cauſe; and, finding at laſt a way to 
ſpeak to me by myſelf, © Pray, Mr. Steward,” 
fays ſhe, „be pleaſed to tell me why you 
ſhun my fight ſo much? It is. true, I made 
the firſt advances, but you made a ſuitable 
return: let us call to mind, I beg you, the 
private converſation we had together; you 
was then all fire, you are now all ſnow: 
what is the meaning of all this ?” The que- 
ſtion was very nice for an ingenuous man; 
and, indeed, it put me very much to a ſtand. | 
I do not now remember what anſwer I made 
the good lady: but I remember, it was as diſ- 
agreeable to her as poſſible. Though one 
would have taken Sephora for a lamb, by her 
mild and modeſt air, ſhe was a very tyger 
when in a paſſion. I thought,” ſaid ſhe, 
giving me a look full of ſpite and rage, I 
thought I did a great deal of honour to a ſor- 
ry fellow, like you, in diſcovering to him 
ſuch ſentiments, as ſeveral noble cavaliers 
would think themſelves happy to have inſpi- 
red. I am puniſhed as I deſerve,. for ſtooping 
ſo low as to a pitiful adventurer.” 

She did not ſtop there; I ſhould have been 
too well off; but her tongue giving way to 
her paſſion, loaded me with.a thouſand epi- 
- one worſe than another. I thought to 
| have bore them with temper, and have reflect- 
ed, that in diſdaining to triumph, over a vir- 
tue I had ſtaggered, I had committed a crime] 
never to be forgiven by a woman : but I was 


too fiery to ſuffer ſuch abuſive language, (as 
1 355 1 
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a man of ſenſe, had he been in my place, 
would have but laughed at), and my patience 
was worn out. Madam,” faid I, © let us 


| deſpiſe nobody; if thoſe cavaliers you men- 


tioned had ſeen your back, I am ſure their cu- 
rioſity would have been fatisfied, they would 
have looked no farther.” 1 had; no ſooner 
made this ſtinging return, than the furious 
duenna gave me the ſwingingeſt box on the 
car that ever was given by an enraged wo- 
man, I did not ſtay for a ſecond, but avoid- 
ed, by a ſpeedy flight, a ſhower of blows that 
would have fallen upon me. 

I thanked heaven that I was got ſo well off 
of this falſe ſtep; and I imagined that I had 
nothing more to fear, ſince the good lady had 
revenged herſelf, I thought, that for her own 
honour, ſhe ought to conceal the adventure. 
Accordingly, a fortnight elapſed without my 
hearing any more of it; and Thad almoſt for- 
gotten it myſelf, when I was informed that Se- 
phora was ſick, I was good-natured enough 
to be concerned at the news ; I pitied the 
woman, imagining that not being able to 
conquer a pathon ſo ill returned, this unfor- 
tunate lover had fallen ill upon it. I repre- 
ſented to myſelf, with ſome ſorrow, that I 
was the cauſe of her diſtemper; and I at laft 
was grizved for the duenna, if I could not 
love her. How was I miſtaken in my judg- 


ment of her! Her love being now turned in- 


to hatred, the was only contriving how to do 

me a miſchief, | 
One morning as I was with Don Alphon- 
fo, 
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ſo, I found that young cavalier melancholy 
and thoughtful, I aſked him reſpectfully what 
ailed him. I am chagrined,” replied he, 
gat finding Seraphina weak, unjuſt, and un- 
Mil grateful, Does that aſtonith you ?” conti- 
lf nues he, obſerving that I heard him with ſur- 
ij priſe: ** nevertheleſs nothing is more true, I 
0 do not know what reaſon you have given the 
duenna to hate you; but Ican aſſure you, that 
you are become ſo hateful to her, that if you 
do not immediately leave this caſtle, ſhe ſays 
10 her death is inevitable. Vou need not doubt 
but Seraphina, who has a value for you, at 
firſt oppoſed a hatred ſhe could not gratify 
without injuſtice and ingratitude: but, in 
ſhort, ſhe is a woman; ſhe tenderly loves Se- 
-phora, who has brought her up. This go- 
.vernante 1s, as it were, a mother to her, and 
ſhe would think herſelf acceſſory to her death, 
if ſhe did not ſatisfy her. As for me, as 
much as I love Seraphina, I ſhall never have 
that unmanly complaiſance to ſubſcribe to her 
ſentiments therein: rather let all the duennas 
in Spain periſh, than I conſent to the re- 
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moval of a man, whon I rather look upon as ta 
a brother, than a domeſtic,” in 
When Alphonſo had thus ſpoken, I ſaid, m 


% My Lord, I was born to be the ſport of m 
fortune; I had flattered myſelf that ſhe would th 
leave perſecuting me at your houſe, where e-W 1 
very thing promiſed me happy and quiet days; m 
however, I muſt reſolve upon being baniſhed ar 
from it, whatever pleaſure I find in it.“ No, 
no,” replied Don Cæſar's generous ſon, “ let 

me 
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me alone to bring Seraphina to reaſon; it 
ſhall never be ſaid that you was ſacrificed to 


che caprices of a duenna, for whom people 


have had but too much regard in other re- 
ſpects.“ “ You will only exaſperate Sera- 
phina, my Lord,” ſaid I, “ in contradicting 
her ; I had rather retire, than expoſe myſelf 
by a longer ſtay to the danger of ſowing diſ- 
ſenſion between ſuch a happy couple; it would 
be a misfortune which I ſhould never forgive 
myſelf,” | 
Don Alphonſo forbid my taking that reſo- 
lution, and I found him ſo fully bent upon 
ſupporting me, that Lorenga would undoubt- 
edly have mifſed her aim, if I would have 
ſtood out, Sometimes being piqued againſt 
the duenna, I was tempted not to ſpare her; 
but when J conſidered, that, in revealing her 
diſgrace, I ſhould ſtab a poor creature of 
whoſe misfortunes myſelf was the cauſe, and 
whom two incurable diſtempers were viſibly 
hurrying to the grave, I had no longer any 
reſentment againſt her, but only pitied her. 
I judged, that ſince I was ſo dangerous a mor- 
tal, 1 ought in conſcience to re-eſtabliſh peace 
in the caſtle by my abſence. This I did next 
morning before day, without taking leave of 
my two maſters, for fear they ſhould, out of 
their friendſhip for me, oppoſe my departure : 
I contented myſelf with leaving in writing in 


my chamber an exact account of my ſtews 
ardſhip. . | 


CHAP, 
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What befel Gil Blas after his leaving the caſtle 


- of Leyva; and with what good fortune his 
unſucceſsful amours were followed, 


1 Was mounted upon a good horſe of my 

own, and I had in my cloak- bag 200 pi- 
ſtoles, beſt part whereof was taken from the 
banditti that were killed, and the 3000 du— 
cats that were ſtolen from Samuel Simon; 
for Don Alphonſo had reſtored this ſum entire 
out of his pocket, without ſuffering me to 
refund what I had fingered, Wherefore, 
looking upon my effects as become my own 
lawful property, I enjoyed them without ſcru- 
ple. I was maſter then of a ſtock which pre- 
vented my being anxious for the future, be- 
ſides the confidence perſons of my age always 
have in their own merit, and, which was 
more, I had an agreeable aſylum at Toledo, 
I did not at all doubt but the Count de Po- 
lan would take a pleaſure in giving a hand- 
ſome reception to one of his deliverers, and 
offering him a lodging in his houſe, But I 
looked upon this nobleman as my laſt reſource, 
and I reſolved, before my going to him, to 
ſpend part of my money in travelling over the 
kingdoms of Murcia and Grenada, which TI 
had a particular defire to ſee, With this in- 


tent, I took the road to Almanza, whence. ie 


continuing my journey, I went from city to 
City till I came to Grenada, without meeting 


with any adventure, Ir ſeemed as if fortune, 
| being 
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being ſatisfied with the tricks ſhe had played 


me, was at laſt willing- to ceaſe perſecuting 
me; but ſhe was preparing ſeveral others, as 
will be ſeen by the ſequel. - 

One of the firſt pexſons I met in the ſtreets 
of Grenada, was Don Fernando de Leyva, 
ſon-in-law, as well as Don Alphonſo, to the 
Count de Polan, We were equally ſurpri- 
{ed at meeting each other there. How,” 
cries he out, © Gil Blas, you in the city! 
what has brought you hither ?” “ My Lord,” 
{aid I, “if you wonder at ſeeing me in this 
country, you will be more fo, when you 
know why I quitted the ſervice of Don Cæ- 
ſar and his ſoa.” Then I told him all that 
had paſſed between Sephora and me, + without 
oncealing any thing from him. He laugh- 
ed very heartily : then growing ſerious, 
Friend,“ ſaid he, © I offer to be your me- 
Viator in this affair, J will go write to my fi- 
ter-in- law.“ © No, no, my Lord,” ſaid I, 
nterrupting him, “ 1 beg you do not write; 
did not leave the caſtle of Leyva, to return 
gain fo ſoon : make, if you pleaſe, another 
{ec of the kindneſs you have for me. If any 
your acquaintance wants a ſecretary or 
eward, I would pray you to ſpeak to him in 
y favour : I dare venture to aſſure you, that 
e will not reproach you with helping him to 
bad ſervant.” “ With all my heart,” re- 


Jed he, © I will do as you defire me; I came 


d Grenada to ſee an old aunt who is fick. I 
all ſtay three weeks longer, after which I 


all ſet out for my caſtle at Lorqui, where I 
VorL, III. B have 
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have left Julia. I lodge at that houſe,” con- 
tinued he, ſhewing me a palace a little way 
off. Come to me in two or three days, per- 
haps by that time I may have found you aff 
convenient poſt.“ 
Accordingly, the firſt time I ſaw him, he 
ſaid, The Archb:!hop of Grenada, my 
friend and relation, wants a young man off 
ſome learning, who writes a good hand, tof 
copy his writings over fairly, for he is a greaff 
author. He has compoſed I do not knowl 
how many homilies, as he continues to do e-] 
very day, which meet with great applauſe. 
As I thought you a proper perſon, I propo- 
ſed you, and he has promited to take you; 
go to him in my name. You may judge by 
the reception he gives you, whether 1 have 
ſpoken to your advantage or not.“ 
The offer was as good as I could deſire; 
-wherefore, having prepared myſelf to appearlM;; 
in the beſt manner poſſible before the pres 
late, I went one morning to the archbi or 
Jhop's If I were to imitate the makers off 
romances, I thould make a pompous deſcrip it 
tion of the epiſcopal palace of Grenada; 
ſhould enlarge upon the ſtructure of the build 
ing, and extol the richneſs of the furniture Wart; 
J ſhould ſpeak of the ftatues and pictures 
therein, and ſhould not ſpare the reader thing 
leaſt of the ſtories they reprefented ; but I wil 
reſt ſatisfied with ſaying, that it equalled thaſppe 
palaces of our kings in magnificence. 

I found in the apartments, a number of eco 
cleſiaſtics and fwordimen, moſt part where hei 
Were 
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rere his Grace's officers, as chaplains, gentle- 
men, maſters of the horſe, or valets de cham- 
re. The laymen had almoſt all of them 
Wu nptuons clothes; one ſhould rather have 
iken them for lords than ſervants. They. 
ere haughty, and aimed at being thought 
nen of importance. I could not forbear 
aughing at them within myſelf. Faith,“ 
aid l. theſe fellows are very happy in bear- 
<a nz the yoke of ſervitude without feeling it 
OW For if they felt it, methinks they ſhould not 
ee ſo ſtiff and proud.“ I addrefied. myſelf to- 
ſe. grave fat gentleman, who ſtood at the arch- 
20-Withop's cloſet- door, to open and ſhut it ac- 
ording as was neceſſiry. F aſked him civil- 
y, if it was not poflible to ſpeak with his 
Trace, © Stay a little,“ ſays he, with a ſtiff. 
ir, © his Grace is coming out to go to mais, 
ze will give you a moment's audience en paſ- 
ant,” I anſwered not a word, but armed my- 
f with patience, and reſolved to enter into 
onverſation with ſome of his officers; but 
hey began to examine me from head to foot, 
without vouchſafing to anſwer me a word. 
tter which, they looked upon each other with 
ſcornful ſmile, at the liberty I had taken in 
atruding into their diſcourſe. 

I was (Ll own) entirely confounded at ſee- 


Mag mylelf ſo treated by valets. I had not 
viell recovered myſelf, when the cloſet-door 
thFÞrcned, and the archbiſhop appeared. Im- 


nediately there was a profound filence a- 
10ng{t the officers, who laid at once aſide 
heir inſolent behaviour, to appear reſpectful 
5 2 before 


x6 THE HISTOR T Baok VM 


before their maſter, This prelate was in his 
6gth year, and was made almoſt like my uncle Me 
the canon Giles Perez, that is to ſay, thick 
and ſhort, He was beſides very bow-legged, Wi 
and ſo bald, that he had only one tuft of hair 
left behind, which obliged him to cover his] 
head with a fine linen cap, with long ears. 
In ſpite of all this, I thought he had theair of 
a man of quality, undoubtedly becauſe I Knew 
him to be one. We perſons of an inferiourf 
rank, look upon great men with a prepoſſeſ- 
fion, which often gives them an air of gran- 
deur, that nature has denied them. 
The archbiſhop came up to me immediate- 
ly, and aſked me, with a voice full of ſoftneſs, 
what was my buſineſs. I told him that I was 
the young man of whom Don Fernando de ii. 
Ley va had ſpoken to him. He gave me not 
time to ſay any more, but cried out, What, 
you are the man whom he extolled ſo. mach re 
I take you into my ſervice; you are a perſona 
of conſequence to me, you need only ſtayMha: 
here.” . At theſe words, he went out, leaning 
upon two gentlemen of the horſe, after ha- No, 
ving given audience to ſome ecclefiaſtics Har 
who had ſomething to impart to him. Hel 
was hardly got out of the chamber, but the 
ſame officers, who had before diſdained my, 
converſation, now ſought after it. They 
immediately ſurrounded me, ſhewed me all 
manner of civility, and expreſſed their joy att v 
my being become one of the archbiſhop'sWng 
houſhold. They had heard the words their cas 
maſter had ſpoken to me, and immediately 
| | deſired 
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eſired to know upon what footing I was to 
de with him; but I had the malice not to ſa- 
isfy their curioſity, to — myſelf for 
heir contempt, 

ir His Grace was not long ere he returned, 
is ind called me into his cloſet to diſcourſe me 
s. In private. I judged that he had a deſign to 
of ry my genius; wherefore, I was upon my 
guard, and prepared. myſelf to weigh every. 
ur word. - At firit he examined me in the learn - 
„ad languages; I anſwered. him. very perti- 
ently to his queſtions, and he found that 1. 
vas converiant-. with the Greek and Latin 
wthors.. Then he tried me in logic; it was 
Phat I expected; and he found me a per- 
ect maſter. Hereupon, * Your. education,“ 
aid he, with ſome turpriſe, ** has not been 
ot BWeoiccted ; and now let me fee your writing. 
drew a ſheet out of my pocket which 1 had 
drought. on purpoſe, wherewith-.the prelate . 


on Bras not ill pleaſed,” I am ſatisfied with yaur - 
aYWand,” ſaid he, and yet more with your 
ngthvit; I will thank my nephew, Don Fernan- 
a- o, for having procured me ſuch a pretty ſer- 
ics 


ant; he has made me a valuable preſent.“ 

Hel We were interrupted by the arrival of ſome 
oblemen of Grenada, who came to dine 
ith thes archbiſhop. I left them together, 
and withdrew amongſt the officers, who over- 
rhelmed me then with their civilities. When 
Wt was time to dine, I went to eat with them 3 
and if. they obſerved me during our repaſt, I 
ci Eras not behindhand with them. What an 
eh hutward ſhew of-wiſdom was there in the ec- - 
ed B 3 cleſiaſtics! 
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cleſiaſtics ! they all ſeemed to me like ſaints, 
ſo great a reſpect I paid to the place where ] 
was. It never ſo much as came into my 
head, that it might all be counterfeit; as if 
there were not examples of the- like among ; 
the fathers of the church. 
I fat next an old valet de chambre, called 
Melchior de la Ronda, who took care to ſerveli 
me with the beſt bits. The regard he had forf 
me, made me have the fame for him, and myfi 
olitenefs charmed him. Signior Cavalier,” 
{aid he ſoftly to me after dinner, I thould bef 
glad of a little converfation with you.” At 
the ſame time, he led me into a retired part 
of the palace, where nobody could overheatf 
us, and there he began this diſeourſe. Myl 
ſon, I have found it myſelf an inclination forl 
you, from the firſt moment I ſaw you ; I wil 
give you a certain proof of it, by repoſing In 
you a confidence which will be of great len) 
vice to you. You are here in a houſe, when 
the real good men and the hypocrites live pro: 
miſcuouſly together ; it would coſt you an 
infinite time to know what ground youll a 
walk upon I am going to fpare you ſuch ii a 
long and difagreecable ſtudy, by 2 1 
you both the one and the other. By th hi 
means, you may eaſily know how to behav th 
ourſelf 


will begin,” continued he, © with hi m 
Grace, He is a very pious prelate, who is in m 
cefſantly employed in edifying the people, and wi 
in inciting them to virtue, by ſermons full a 


excellent morals, which he compoſes. himſe 
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He has abandoned the court theſe twenty 
years, to give himſelf entirely up to the zeal: 
which he has for his lock. He is a man of 
5 learning, and a great orator; his whole de- 
W 1iht is in preaching, and his audience are ra- 
viſhed when they hear him. Perhaps there 
el Wl may be ſome vanity in his way of acting; but 
vo WW beiides its not being in the power of men ta 
or penetrate the heart, it would very ill become. 
my me to ſcan the faults of a perſon whoſe bread 
,I cat. If I were allowed to reprehend any 
belW thing in my maſter, I thould blame his ſeve- 
AWW rity ; inſtead of having an indulgence for the 
arti weakneſs of ecclefiaſtics, he puniſhes them 
ea with too much rigour. Above all, he perſe- 
cutes, without mercy, ſuch as, relying upon 
their innocence, undertake to juſtify them: 
ſelves legally, in contempt of his authority, 
I find alſo another fault in him, which he 
has in common with many perſons-of quality : 
although he loves his domeſtics, he has not 
any regard to their ſervices ; and he. lets them 
grow-old, without thinking to. procure them 
any ſettlement, If he ſometimes. makes them 
a preſent, they only owe it to the goodneſs 
of ſomebody that has ſpoken for them; of 
himſelf he would never think of doing them 
the leaſt ſervice.” 

This is what the old valet de chambre told 
hi me of his maſter. After this he diſcloſed to 
s in me his thoughts of the eccleſiaſtics with 
ani whom we had dined, He painted them after 
a manner very different from their counte- 
nances, He did not indeed deſcribe them as 


diſhoneſt 
4 | 
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dithoneſt perſons, but only as ſorry prieſts: 


however, he excepted ſome, whoſe virtue he] 
extolled very much. I was no longer at a los 
after what manner to - behave. myſelf, That Wi 
very evening, at ſupper, I provided myſelf, N 
like them, with a grave outſide, that coſt no- 
thing; one need not wonder that there are 0 3 


many hypocrites.. 


CH: AP; H. 


Gil Blas becomes the favourite of the Archbiſtey | 
of. Grenada, and the. perſon through 0 40 
means his favours are granted. 


| 
| 


I Had been after dinner to fetch my things 
and my horſe from the inn where I lodg - q 
ed; afterwards, I returned to ſupper to the 

Archbiſhop's, where I had a very handſome] 

chamber, and a down-bed, The next day hisY 

Grace had me called early in the morning; | 

was to give me a homily to tranſcribe, but he 

ordered me to do it with the utmoſt exactneſs. 

I did not fail; I forgot neither accent, nor 

ftop, nor comma : accordingly, he expreſſed| 

a joy thereat mingled with ſurpriſe, * Good 

God!“ faid he, in a tranſport, when he had 

eaſt his eyes over every leaf of my copy, 

did one ever ſeen any thing ſo correct? You 

are too good a tranfcriber, not to be a mom 


rian. Speak freely to me, friend, did DU 
find nothing in my writings that — On 
was there no negligence in the ſtyle, no im-. * 

Fou 


proper term ?” “ O, my Lord,” replied 1 
with a modeſt air, © I have not underſtand- 
| ing 
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Wong enough to make critical obſervations; and, 
e had, I am perſuaded your Grace's works 
ould eſcape my cenſure.” The prelate- 


55 
Winiled at my anſwer, and made no reply; but 
lf, Wc let me fee; through all his piety, that Vo 


vas not an author for nothing. 

I completed my getting into his good an 
es by this flattery. I became dearer to him 
From day to day; and I was informed by Don- 
Fernando, who came to ſee him very often, 
What he had ſuch a value for me, that I might 
AE cpend upon my fortune's being made. This, 
vas confirmed to me a little after by my ma- 
er himſelf, and on this occaſion. One night 
Ja his cloſer he repeated to me in a rapture a. 
Homily which he was to ſpeak the next day in 
Ihe cathedral. Not ſatisfied - with aſking me 


5 ; 1y thoughts in general, he obliged me to tell. 
his im what places had touched me moſt, I had, 

be good fortune to name thoſe which he e- 
nel teemed moſt himfelf, his favourite pieces. 
, y this 1 paſſed, in his opinion, for a man; 


vho had a delicate taſte of the real beauties of 


ed work: This,“ cried he, “ is what is. 
od 8E-!i<d having a taſte and judgment. Go, 
ad icnd, I will aflure you, you have not got 


lidas's car.“ In a word, he was ſo well 


2 pleaſed with me, that he ſaid with a lively. 
na- ir, „ Gil Blas, make yourſelf eaſy about 
ou our fortune for the future, I will take care. 
u: render it perfectly agreeable to you; I love: 
m. ou, and, to convince you of it, I will make 
ou my confident, 


I. had no ſooner heard theſe words,- thay I 
ell 
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fell at his Grace's feet, quite overcome with 
acknowledgment; I embraced his bowed legs 
with all my heart, and I looked upon mylielfÞ 
as a man who was in a fair way to be rich, | 
« Yes, my child,” continues the Archbiſhop, 8 
whoſe diſcourſe had been interrupted by my 
action, I will intruſt you with my moſtÞ 
fecret thoughts; liſten with attention to what 
F am going to tell you. I take a pleaſure in WP? 
preaching; the Lord blefles my homilies.; WF 
they ſtrike ſinners, make them return to their 
duty, and have recourſe to repentance. l have] 
the ſatisfaction of ſeeing the miſer, terrified 
with the images I draw of his covetouſneſs, 
open his treaſures, and diſtribute them with a 
laviſh hand; of drawing a voluptuous man 
from his pleaſures ; of filling hermitages with 
ambitious men; and of confirming in her] 
duty a wife that has been ſtaggered by her de- 
luding lover. Theſe converſions, which are 
frequent, ought alone to incite me to con- 
tinue my labours. Nevertheleſs, I will con- 
feis my weakneſs to you; I propoſe another 
reward to myſelf, a reward which the delicacy 
of my virtue reproaches me with in vain; it 
is the regard which the world pays to fine po- 
ſhed writings. The honour of paſſing for 
a perfect orator, has charms worth my court- 
ing. My works are thought equally ex- 
preſſive and delicate; but I would fain avoid 
the fault of thoſe good authors who write too 
long; and go off the ſtage with all my repu— 
tation unſullied. 

Therefore, my dear Gil Blas,” continued 

| the 
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he prelate, * I require one ite of your 
al; whenever you find my pen ſavours of 
pid age, when you find me flag, do not fail 
o appriſe me ot it. I do not truſt myſelf in 
hat reſpect, my ſelf-love might deceive me 
his obſervation requires a diſintereſted judg- 

ent; I make choice of yours, which I know 
o be good; I refer myſelf to you.” * Thank 
eaven, my Lord,” replied I, “you are yet 
at a great diſtance from that time; beſides, a 
enius of your Grace's ſtamp will preſerve it- 
elf much better than any other; or, to ſpeak 
nore juſtly, you will be always the ſame 1 


„ Nock upon you like another Cardinal Ximenes, 
a hoſec ſuperiour genius, inſtead of decaying 


s hc advanced in years, ſeemed to recover 


the {trength,” © No flattery, friend,“ ſaid he, 
er Wotcrrupting me; © I know I may fink all at 
o. Mncc. People at my age begin to feel infir- 


nities, and the infirmities of the body impair 


a: he mind. I repeat it once more, Gil Bias, 
n- {00n as ever you ſhall judge my ſenſcs to 
er e declining, give me immediate notice of it; 
icy o not fear being too free and fincere, I ſhall 


- WW <c<ive this admonition as a mark of your at- 
cction for me. Beſides, your intereſt is con- 


70 erned therein; if, unluckily for you, I ſhould 
ve. ear that they ſay in the city my diſcourſes 
ex- have no longer their uſual energy, and that I 
did pusht to take my reſt, I declare fairly to you, - 
tool hat you will loſe both my friendthip, and the 


ortune I have. promiſed you ; this would be 

he fruits of your fooliſh diſcretion, | 
My patron ſtopped here, to hear my an- 

the iwer, | 


24 THE HISTORY Book vn 


ſwer, which was a promiſe to do as he deſired, 
From that time he concealed nothing from 
me, and I became his favourite, All the do- 
meſtics, except Melchior de la Ronda, could 
not perceive it without envy, It was a thing 
worth ſeeing to obſerve the manner in which 
"the gentlemen and maſters of the horſe lived 
with his Grace's confident. They were not 
aſhamed to cringe to get into my favour ; I 
could hardly believe they were Spaniards, 
However I did not fail to do them ſervices 
without falling a victim to their ſelfith civi 
lities. The archbiſhop, at my dclire, -madefi 
uſe of his intereſt for them. He got a 
company for one, and put him in a way to 
make a figure in the army. He ſent another 
to Mexico, to take poſſeſſion of a conſider- 
able place which he procured him; and as foi 
my friend Melchior, I obtained a handſome 
gratuity for him. I found by this, that it 
the prelate did not prevent them in has grants, 
at leaſt he ſeldom refuſed what was aſked off 
him. 

But what I did for a prieſt I think deſerves 
to be recounted. One day our ſteward brought 
me a certain licentiate, whoſe name was 
Lewis Garcias, a young man of a very good 
mien: © Sigmior Gil Blas,” ſaid he,. this 
honeſt eccleſiaſtic is one of my beſt. friends; 
he has been chaplain to a convent of nuns{Win 
whence his character has not eſcaped ſlander. 
In ſhort, they have blackened him fo to his 
Grace, that he bas ſuſpended him, and un: 
fortunately he is ſo much prejudiced againſt 
him, 
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d. im, that he will not give ear to au ſolicita- 
mi ons in his favour. We have in vain employ- 
0 - erſons of the firſt rank in Grenada to get 
a im re- eſtabliſned; our maſter is inflexible.” 

ng < Gentlemen,” replied I, here is an affair 
chhhery wrongly managed; they had better have 


Pared their ſolicitations for Mr, Licentiate; 

ey have done him an ill office, in cendeavour- 
g to ſerve him. I know his Grace; entrea- 
s and recommendations only aggravate a cler- 
man's fault in his opinion. It is not long 
ce 1 heard him ſay, the more a prieſt, who 
s been irregular, engages perſons to inter- 
de for him, the more it increaſes the ſcan- 
l, and I am the more inexorable.” * This 
WW uofortunate,” ſaid the ſteward ; and my 
iend would be very much at a nonplus if 
> did not write a good hand. Fortunately 
r him, he writes to perfection, and by that 
eans he extricates himſelf from trouble.” I 
as defirous to ſee whether his writing, which 
as ſo much extolled, was better than mine; 
ereupon Mr, Licenciate, who had ſome a- 
rvegW@ut him, ſhewed it me, and I admired it; it 
emed to me a copy of a great maſter's. 
wa hpon viewing ſo fine a hand, a thought came 
o my head; I begged Garcias to leave the 
chipecr with me, telling him, it might be of 
e ſervice to him; that I would not ex- 
uns in myſelf any further then, but the next 
y I would tell him more. The licentiate 
ho undoubtedly had heard my genius very 
un ach cried up by the ſteward) withdrew as 
ainſt Vor. III. C well 
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well ſatisfied as if he had been already re · in. 
ſtated in his function. 
I had, indeed, a mind he ſhould be 0 and 
that very day I attempted it, after the follow 
ing manner. Being alone with the archbiſhop, 
F ſhewed him Garcias's writing; my patron 
ſeemed charmed with it : then, taking hold off 
that opportunity, I ſaid to him, My Lord 
ſince you will not ſuffer your homilies to bl 
printed, I could, at leaſt, wiſh, that they weng 
written in ſuch a hand as this,” I am fat 
fied with your writing,” replied the prelatef 
„but I confeſs, that I ſhould not be forry wt 
have a copy of my works in this hand} 
« Your Grace,” anſwered I, © need on 
ſpeak ; the perſon who writes ſo finely is all 
centiate of my acquaintance. He will be tg 
more joyful at being ſo employed, becauſe h 
will hope by that means to prevail upon you 
goodneſs, to extricate him from the difficu} 
ties wherein he is at preſent entangled.” Þ| 
The prelate aſked what was the licentiate 
name. He is called Lewis Garctas,” replie 
F; © he is almoſt deſperate at having incurre 


your diſpleaſure.” This Garcias,” ſaid Hanc 
interrupting me, © if [ am not miſtaken, ma 
chaplain to a nunnery ; he is fallen under nad 
cenſure of the church; I remember the nt 
preſentations that have been made to me 
gainſt him; his behaviour has not been ve. 2. 
good.“ My Lord,” ſaid I, interruprin » 
him in my turn, I will not undertake 2 


juſtify him; but J know he has enemies. 


pretends, that the authors of the accounts yo 
hal 
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ave of him, have taken more pains to do 
zim ill offices, than to repreſent the truth.” 
That may be,” replied the archbithap ; 
there are perſons in the world of a danger- 
Dus temper. Beſides, granting his conduct 
las not been always  irreproachable, he may 


II. 


01 ir 
Wave repented, and, in ſhort, one ought to for- 
ss all offences: bring the licentiate to me, I 
* 1ke off the ſuſpenſion,” 

en Thus perſons of the greateſt ſeverity will 


bate ſomething of it, when it is contrary to 
heir dearer intereſt: the archbiſhop willing- 


ref OR 

y granted, for the vain pleaſure of having his 

orks well written, what he had refuſed to 
he ſolicitations of men of the firſt rank. J 


immediately carried the news to the ſteward, 


cho informed his friend Garcias of it. The 
ext day the licentiate came to thank me pro- 
ou portionably to the favour I had obtained him. 


preſented him to my maſter, who contented 
imſelf with giving him a flight reprimand, 
and gave him his homilies to write over fair. 
Garcias acquitted himſelf ſo well of his com- 
miſſion, that he was re · inſtated in his miniſtry; 
and even obtained the living of Gabia, a large 
market-town in the neighbourhood of Gre- 
nada. N 


C. H, A P. IV. 


The archbiſhop falls into an apotlexy. The per- 
plexity Gil Blas is in, and the manner he eX- 


tricates himſelf, 
; yo \ \ / Hilft I was thus doing ſervice to one or 
ha another, Don Fernando de Leyva was 


C 2 preparing 
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preparing to leave Grenada. I went to viſt 
him before his departure, to thank him anew 
for the excellent poſt he had procured me; I 
ſeemed ſo well ſatisfied, that he ſaid to mel 
My dear Gil Blas, I am glad you are {ff 
well pleaſed with my uncle, the archbiſhop.” 


— 
— 
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4 2 
Ml * I am charmed with him,” replied I; © bio 
. ihews ſuch goodneſs for me, that I can neve a: 
ilk ſufficiently acknowledge it. Nothing elk; 
could have comforted me for being ſeparate ic 
from Don Cæſar and his ſon.” I am per ee 
ſuaded,“ ſaid he, that they are alſo bot 
concerned at having loſt you; but perbap - 
you are not ſeparated for ever; fortune ma 
one day bring you again together. | covl pe 
not hear theſe words without being moved 
T ſighed, and I found, at that inſtant, that Wy 
loved Don Alphonſo ſo well, that I though 
willingly have quitted the archbiſhop and o 
my fine expectations, to return to the caſti Co 
of Leyva, if the obſtacle that had remove. 


me were taken away. Don Fernando percei 
ved the trouble I was in, and took it fo kind hn. 
that he embraced me, and told me, that thi 
whole family would always concern themſelve 
for my welfare, | 

Two months after this cavalier was gone, 
whilſt I was in the height of my favour, vl 
had a terrible alarm at the archiepiſcopal paWeo! 
lace : his Grace was ſ{cized with an apoplexyWme 
He was relieved fo ſpeedily, and ſuch ſove: 
reign remedies were applied, that in a fen 
days there was no more fign of it, But his 


head received a terrible ſhock ; I obſerved i 
| | ' --3 %an_ 


1 
10 


evil 0 
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Whe firſt ſermon he compoſed. Nevertheleſs, : 

he difference was not ſo great between that 
1d his other works, as to enable me to con- 
Jude that the orator flagged. I waited yet 
or another homily, to know better what 1 
W-as co think. O! as for that, it put it be- 
ond queſtion, At one time, the good prelate 
autologiſed, at another he ſoared too high, 

r ſonk too low. It was a long-winded. ora- 
Wioa, che rhetoric of a worn-out ſchoblma- 
er, a mere capucinade.. 

I was not the only one who took notice of 
; moſt part of the auditors (as if they like- 
viſe had been. retained to examine it) whi- 
Wpcred to each other, as he was delivering it, 
This ſermon ſmells ſtrongly of the apople- 

xy.” Hereupon 1 ſaid to myſelf, Come, 
Nr. Arbiter of the homilies, prepare to dv 
our office; you ſee my Lord:flags; you ought 
o apprize him of it, not only as being his 
onfident, but alſo for fear ſome of his friends 
ſhould be frank enough to prevent you there- 
in. If that ſhould happen, you know what 
ould be your fate; you will be blotted out 
of his will, where, without doubt, there is a 
better legacy for you, than the library of the 
acentiate Sedillo. 

After theſe reflections, I made others quite 
contrary. The part I was to act ſeemed to 
me very ticklith. I judged that an author, 
who was opinionated of his own works, 
ight receive ſuch an information but coldly; 
but rejecting this thought, I repreſented to 
myſelf, that it was impoſſible he ſhould © take 
C 3 it 
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thought to gild the pill fo well as to make hin 
greater riſk in keeping ſilenee than in break 
ing it, I reſolved upon the latter. 

pily for me the orator himſelf aſſiſted me 


of him, and if they were pleaſed with his laſff 


take the liberty to tell you, that your laſt dit 
courſe does not ſeem to have the energy 


yourſelf ?” 
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it ill, after having exacted it of me after fff 
preſſing a manner. Beſides this, I relied up 
on my ſpeaking to him with addreſs, and 


ſwallow it. In ſhort, finding that I ran 8 


I was now: only perplexed about one thing 
I did not know how to break the ice. Hap f 


this plunge, by aſking me what the world ra 4 | 


diſcourſe. I replied, that they always admif 
red his homilies ; but that I thought the hear} 
ers were not ſo much. affected with the laſt 
as with the others. How, friend,” ſays he 
with ſome ſurpriſe, © had they * an Ariſta 
chus amongſt them? © No, my. Lord,“ a 
fwered I, “no; ſuch works as yours are no 
to be critieiſed; there was nobody but what 
was charmed with it. However, ſince you 
bave charged me to be free and fincere, I wil 


ou 
h: 
ut] 


the reſt. Are not you of the ſame. opinion 


Theſe words made my mates turn pale; h 
ſaid to nie with a forced ſmile, What, Mr 
Gil Blas, this piece then is not to your taſte !! 
« I do not ſay ſo, Sir,“ interrupted I, quits 
in a confuſion: think it excellent, thoug 
a little inferior to your other works.” I un 
derſtand you, replied he, ** I ſeem to flag 


A great critic. 


don 8 
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on't I? Speak the word out, You believe It is 
ish time for me to think of retiring.” © I 
10uld not have been fo bold, anſwered I, 
© to have ſpoken ſo freely, if your Grace 
id not commanded me. I only do it in o- 
Wcdicnce to you, and I humbly beg your 
trace not to take my boldneſs amiſs.” * God 
orbid,” interrupted he with precipitation, 
BS God forbid that I ſhould reproach you with 

N do not take it at all ill that you tell me 
four opinion; I only think your opinion er- 
Joneous. I have been prodigiouſly deceived 

our narrow underſtanding,” 

Though I was confounded, I would: have 
ound ſome expedient to qualify matters ; but 
hat way is there to pacify an. exaſperated- 
uthor ? and more, an author who is uſed to 
Pear himſelf praiſed ? “ Speak no more, 

riend,” ſaid he, “ you are too young yet to 
| liſtinguiſh truth from falſhood.. Know that 
never compoſed a finer homily than that 
hich you do not approve of. My under- 
tanding, thank heaven, has as yet loſt ' no- 
hing of its. vigour, For the future, I will 
huſe my confidents better; I will have thoſe 
vho are abler judges, Go,“ continues he, 
ruſting me out of the cloſet by the ſhoul- 
lers, “go tell my treaſurer to pay you an 
zundred ducats; and Heaven direct you with 
hat ſum. Farewell, Mr. Gil Blas, I with 
ou. all manner of proſperity, with a little 
ctter taſte,” 


CHAP. 
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5 II A P. V. 

What courſe Gil Blas took after the archbiſhy : 
diſmiſſed him. By what accident he met tif 
licentiate who was ja much obliged to hin 
and what progs of his gratitude he gave hin 


Went out of the cloſer curſing the capricei 

or rather weakneſs of the archbiſholf 
being more enraged at him, than vexed at lol 
ſing his favour, I was even ſome time ig 
doubt whether I ſhould take the hundred du 
cats; but after having thought well upon if 
was not ſuch a fool as not to do it. I belit 


ved that the money would not deprive me 0 


the right to ridicule my prelate ; which T 10 
ſolved in myſelf not to fail of, every tin n 
his homilies ſhould be mentioned in my pi 
ſence. | : | a0 
I went then to the treaſurer to demand f 
hundred ducats, without faying one word f 
him of what had paſſed between his mate er 
and me. After this I looked for Melchior MM 
la Ronda, to take my eternal leave of him f 5 
He loved me too well not to be ſenſible of n : 
misfortune, Whilſt I was relating it to thin AK! 
J obſerved that grief made an impreſſion up 
his face. In ſpite of the reſpe& he owed: thi k 
archbiſhop, he could not forbear blamin A 
him; but as I ſwore in my paſſion to mak nd 
the prelate pay for it, and to divert the Wer 
city at his expence, the wiſe Melchior ſaid << 
me, Be ruled by me, dear Gil Blas, rathi "y 
0 


ſtiflle your chagrin. Men of an inferior ra 
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ight always to reſpect perſons of quality, 
hatever reaſon they may have to complain 
Ir them. I grant that there are many weak 
ſo 4 oblemen, who do not deferve to have the 
W 2 /t reſpect paid them; but ſince it is in their 
wer to hurt us, we ought to Har them.” 
thanked the old valet de chambre for his 
i-MWMo04d advice, and promiſed to take it. After 
ois, be ſaid to me, If you go to Madrid, 
ac a viſit to my nephew Joſeph Navarro, 
ee. is clerk of the kitchen to Don Balthazar 
que Zuniga, and I dare venture to tell you, 
at he is a young man deſerving of your 
jendſhip. He is free, lively, officious, and 
illing to anticipate you in his ſervices; I 
ih you may be acquainted together.“ I told 
im that I would not fail going to ſee Joſeph 
avarro, as ſoon as ever I thould come to 
adrid, whither I thought of returning, 
Ifter this, I left the archbiſhop's, never to 
t foot in it again. If 1 had then had my 
orſe, perhaps I ſhould have gone directly 
br Toledo; but I had ſold it during the time 
my favour, thinking I had no further need 
f it, I hired a ready furniſhed chamber, 
aking a reſolution to ſtay yet a month at 
rTrenada, and after that to go to the Count 
e Polan, | 2 | 
As it was almoſt dinner-time, I aſked my 
andlady if there was never an eating-houſe 
1ereabouts. She anſwered, that there was an 
xcellent one but two ſteps from her houſe, 
nere one was well ſerved, and a great many 
oneſt gentlemen frequented, I made her 
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ſhew it me, and was ſoon: there. I enter 
into a great hall, pretty much like a refecto 
ry, where ten or twelve men were ſitting alli: 
a long table, covered with a dirty cloth, an 
were entertaining themſelves with each the 
little meſs. They brought me mine, which 
at another time would undoubtedly have mad 
me regret the table I had juft loſt; But I wi 
then fo nettled at the archbiſhop, that tu 
frugality at the eating-houſe ſeemed preferabli 
to the good entertainment I met with there 
J found fault with the number of diſhes tha 
were at each meal, and arguing like the doc 
tor of Valladolid, I ſaid, A miſchief of 
thoſe who frequent fuch pernicious table 
where one muſt be continually. upon one! 
guard againſt ſenſuality, for fear of over 
loading one's ſtomach. How little ſoever on 
eats, is it not always ſufficient ?” I went o 
and in my ill humour praiſed thoſe aphoriſu 
- "which I had very much neglected till then, 
Whilſt I was diſpatching my common 
without fear of exceeding the bounds of ten 
perance, the Licentiate Lewis Garcias (b 
come curate of Gabia after the manner be 
fore - mentioned) entered the hall. The minußer. 
he perceived me, he came and ſaluted n 
with an eager air, or rather he gave me 
the demonſtrations of a man that is ſurpriſq is 
with an exceſſive joy. He claſped me in 
arms, and I was forced to endure a tedion 
compliment upon the ſervice I had done hin 
He fatigued me in ſhowing himſelf over gra 
ful; and, placing himſclf by me, ſaid, 9 ent 
00 
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od my dear patron, ſince my good for- 
done has brought us together, we will not 
rt without drinking. But as there is no 

Jod vine in this houſe, I will carry you, if 
Nu pleaſe, after our ſhort commons, to a place. 
ich here 1 will treat you with a bottle of the 
ſt Lucena, and with ſome exquiſite muſ- 
aine of Foncarrel. We muſt make this de- 
uch. Why am not L ſo happy as to have 


Hur company ſome days at my living at Ga- 
era ? You ſhould be received there like a ge- 
hWMcrous Mecznas, to whom J am indebted for 


e caſy and quiet life J lead there.” 
W Whilſt he was thus talking, they brought 
im his meſs, and he ſet down to eating, yet 
ot without ſaying ſomething flattering be- 
een whiles. I took that time to ſpeak in 
turn ; and as he did not forget to alk after 
is friend the ſteward, I made no ſecret to 
im of my quitting the archbiſhop's. I told 
im even to the leaſt circumſtances of my 
ilgrace, which he liſtened to very attentive- 
. After what he had juſt been ſaying to 
1e, who would not have expected to have 
und him overwhelmed with a grateful con- 
ern, and heard him exclaim againſt the arch- 
ſhop ? but it was what he had no thoughts 
n. He became cold and penſive, finiſhed 
11s dinner without ſpeaking one word, then 
iſing haſtily, ſaluted me with a cool air; and 
Faniſhed, The ungrateful wretch ſeeing it 
o longer in my power to ſerve him, would 
ot fo much as take the trouble to conceal his 
entiments from me. I only laughed at his 
ingratitude, 
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ingratitude, and, looking upon him with a 3 
the contempt he deſer ved, I called after bal 
in a voice loud enough to be heard, Holl 3 
you diſcreet Mr, Chaplain to the Nunnery 3 
go and cool the delicious Lucena wine u 
which you have invited me.“ 3 


CHAP, VI. 


Gil Blas goes to ſee a comedy at Grenada 
How he was ſurpriſed at the ſi ght of one ff 
Ser actreſſes, and what enſued. 


Arcias was hardly out of the hall, wha 
there entered two cavaliers, very well 
dreſſed, who came and fat down by mel 
'They began to diſcourſe of the company off 
comedians at Grenada, and of a new comedy 
that was then acted. This piece, according 
to their diſcourſe, made a great noiſe in the 
town, I had an inclination to go and ſee it 
that very night. I had never been at the 
playhouſe ſince I came to Grenada, As! 
had almoſt always kept at the archbiſhop' fle 
where that diverſion was excommunicated ou 
J took care to deprive myſelf of that pleaſure T 
The homilics had made all my amuſement, 1 
I went then at tlie uſual time to the playWci; 
houſe, where I found a numerous audience n 
] heard all around me buſied in making re-Wee: 
marks upon the play before it began, and Haur 
obſerved that every body pretended to criticiſe M 
upon it. One declared. himſelf for, another it 
againſt it. Did you ever ſee a piece betterMc t 
written?“ ſays one on my right. What bt 
miſerable V. 


ap. B. OF EA of: 


iccrable ſtyle it is!“ cried another on my 
er. In effect, if there are a great many bad 
mmors, it muſt be confeſſed there are yet 
ore wretched critics. And when I think 
che hardſhips the dramatic poets have to 
dergo, I wonder any one has courage e- 
Pugh to brave the ignorance of the multi- 
de, and the dangerous cenſure of the half- 
Wits, who ſometimes corrupt the taſte of the 
blic. ; | | 
In ſhort, the Gracioſo appeared to open 
Wc ſcene, and was received with a general 
Wpping of hands; which made me know, 
ache was one of thoſe ſpoiled actors whom 
e pit forgives every thing. In effect, this. 
W median did not ſpeak a word, nor make 
notion, but what was applauded. They 
mc ſee too plainly the pleaſure they took in 
s appearance; accordingly, he abuſed it. I 
rceived that he forgot himſelf ſometimes 
on the ſtage, and put their prepoſſeſſion in 
s favour to too great a trial. If they had 
fled him inſtead of extolling him, they 
ould often have done him but juſtice. 6 
They clagped their hands alſo at the ſight 
5 ſome other actors, and particularly an ac- 
ay eſs who played the part of a ſervant. I fix- 
ice my eyes upon her; and no terms can ex- 
els my ſurpriſe, when I found her to be 
aura, my dear Laura, whom I thought (till 


cies Madrid with Arſenia, I could not doubt 
her its being her. Her ſhape, her features, 
tterche tone of her voice, all afluxed me I was 
at Wot miſtaken, However, as if I had been 


Vo L. III. | IF: -- diffident 


Potugueſe nobleman, called the Marquis 


10 r 
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.difident of my eyes and ears, I aiked bel 
name of a cavalier that ſat by me. Ha," b 
ſays he, what country came you from! 
You muſt certainly. be but newly arrived, 
fince you do not know the fair Eſtella.” 2 
The likeneſs was too great for me to be de. 
ceived therein, TI eaſily comprehended, thalf 
Laura, in altering her condition, had al 
changed her name; and being curious to A 
know her affairs (for the public is never ig 
norant of thoſe of the players), I inquired off 
the ſame perſon, if this Eitelia had any love 
of conſequence : he informed me, that a grea 


3 


Marialua, who was at Grenada, had, for twill 
months paſt, ſpent a great deal of money up 
on her. He would have told me more, if 
had not been afraid of tiring him with que 
ſtions. I was more taken up with the new 
this gentleman had told me, than with thi 
comedy; and had any one aſked me the ſub 
ject of the play, I ould have been puzzle 
for an anſwer, I did nothing but muſe upol 
Laura and Eſtella, and I reſolved upon goin 
to ſee that actreſs next morning. I was nc 
without apprehenſions about what receptio 
ſhe would give me; T had reaſon to think n 
fight would not be very agreeable, in t 
fplendid ſtate wherein her affairs then were 
J even imagined that ſuch a good actreſs, 


Pre 
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revenge to a man with whom certainly nal 
had ſome reaſon to be diſſatisfied, might pr wit 
tend not to know him. All this did not di het 
courage me; for having made a flender fue 


1 


ny ap. 6. OF GIL BLAS, 39 
ner 4 ger (they made no other at my cating-houſe),, 
a," ; went home to my chamber, very impatient 
Wor the next day. - 

1 flept but little that night, and got up at 
reak of day. But as I inagmed the miſtreſs: 
WS a great nobleman would not be ſeen fo ear- 


hu in the morning, I ſpent three or four hours 
on dreſling, ſhaving, powdering, and perfa- 
of ing myſelf. I was willing to appear before 
iger in a condition which need not make her 
aß ch to ſee me again. I went out about ten 


clock, going directly to her, after having 
Wo quired her lodging at the playhouſe. She 
Wodged in a large houfe, where ſhe had the 
rſt floor. I told a chambermaidt who came 
o open the door, that I was a young man 
What wanted to ſpeak with the Lady Ettella. 
he chambermaid went in to carry. the met-- 
age, to which I heard her miſtreſs immedi-- 
ately anſwer with a loud voice, Who is 
he young man ? What does. he. want wah 
ne? Let him come in 
W 1 jzdged thereby, that I had taken an im- 
proper time; that her Portugueſe lover was 
at her toilet; and that ſhe only ſpoke ſo loud, 
o convince him that the was not. a woman 
vho would receive ſuſpicious meſſages. My. 
houghts were true, the Marquis de Marialva - 


creWpent almoſt every morning with her. I ex- 
„ pccted a coarſe compliment, when this origi- 

_ {ial of an actreſs ſeeing me appear, ran to me 
prog ith open arms, crying, * Ah, my dear bro- 
- dither, is it you that I ſee ?” At which words, 


{uy 
P 


hc embraced me ſeveral times. Then turn- 
D-2-: ing 
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ing to the Portugueſe noblemen, the aid 
Pardon me, my Lord, if in your preſence 


: brother, whom I tenderly love, after thre 


of my affetion.” *+ Well, my dear GW 
; Blas,” continued ſhe, addrefling herſelf agai 
to me, tell me ſome news of eur family 
in what condition have you left them?“ =. 


— 1 


ſince my father thought he had ſettled me vl 
Antonio Calo, who carried me from Aſturi 


after we were arrived there, he fought a duelf 
which he brought upon himſelf by his violenf 


lated to ſome perſons of quality, who had 
great deal of credit. My huſband having 
none, made his eſcape into Catalonia, with 
the jewels and ready money that was in thi 
houſe. He embarked at Barcelona, went ove 


ſervice, loſt at laſt his life in the More 


„Thank heaven, ſiſter, our parents are 1 
good health,” I do not doubt,” replied 
he, but you are ſurpriſed at ſeeing me i 
actreſs at Grenada; but do not condemn 


1 
3 
I 
yield to the force of nature; I cannot ſee 1 4 


years abſence, without giving him ſome proof 


yl 


This diſcourſe perplexed me at firſt, but 
ſoon diſcovered Laura's deſign, and ſecondin 3 
her artifice, I an{wered, with an air ſuitab 


I 
to. the farce we were both going to play 


without hearing. You know it is three yeanf 
ry advantageoully, in giving me to Capt. Do 
to Madrid, where he was born. Six month 


humour, He killed a cavalier, who thought 
fit to take a fancy to me: the cavalier was re 


into Italy, and entering into the Venetia 


bghting againſt the Turks. During this, 4 
eſtate 
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ii ate, the only one we had to truſt to, was 
e oafiſcated, and I became one of the pooreſt 
© r widows. What ſhould I do in ſuch an ex- 
1 cmity ? There was no way for me to return 
0o Aſturia; beſides, what ſhould I have 
CW one there? all the comfort I ſhould have 


ceived from my family would have been 
ondolences. On the other hand, I had been 
50 well brought up, to be capable of falling 
to debauchery; What courſe then ſhould + 
reſolve on? I turned actreſs to preſerve my 
ie putation ?“ 

Thad fo great an mielkhstlon to laugh when 
heard Laura end her romance thus, that it 
aas no ſmall trouble to me to ſtifle it: how- 
Aver, I did conquer myſelf, and ſaid, with a 
rave tone, © Siſter,” I approve of your con- 
ct, and I am glad to N you ſo well ſettled 1 
= Grenada. Ws | 

The. Marquis de Miriatva;: wh. bad not 
oſt a word of this diſcourſe, took every thing 
hat Don Antonio's widow-was -pleafed to fay 
or goſpel. He even made one in the:dialogue. . 


len ; e aſked me if I had any empleyment ac : 
gh renada, or elſewhere. F.was:-a minute in 
Fry doubt whether I ſhould tell him a lie; but not 


hinking that neceſſary, I ſpoke the truth. os 
old him ſuccinctly how - I was bired at the 
xrchbiſhop's, and how I came to be dimiſſed, 
rhich diverted the Portugueſe nobleman in- 
weaßginitely. It is true, in ſpite of my promiſe te 
naß elchior, I did rally a little at the arch 
reagpichop's expence. What was pleaſanteſt in it 
as, chat Laura, imagining that I compoſed 
D. 3 a fable 


ate 
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ſpeech, and ſaid to Laura, No, Eſtella8 


brother,” continues he, © ſeems. to.me a-pretii 
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à fable after her example, burſt out into fi 
of laughter; which ſhe would not have done 1 
had ſhe known that I ſpoke the truth. 3 
Having finiſhed my recital, by telling when 1 t 
F had hired a chamber, they came- to bring 
word that dinner was ready, wherefore 8 
would have immediately withdrawn to nl 
eating-houſe, but Laura ſtopt me. © What d 1 
you. mean, brother ?” ſaid ſne, You (half 
dine with me; I will not even ſuffer you i 3 ar 
lodge any longer · in a ready furniſhed chan 3 
ber; I intend you ſhall eat at my houſe, and E 
that you. ſhall ly here. Order your things uf 
be e huher to- night; here is. a bed fa 
ou.“ 
- At this the Portugueſe; who perhaps: wag 
not. pleaſed with this hoſpitality, reſumed t 


you are not lodged commodiouſly enough N 
give any one a reception with you. Youlf 


ty fellow ; and the advantage he has of being 
related to you, makes me concern myſelf fol 
his welfare. L will take him into my ſervice 
he ſhall be my. favourite ſecretary. I will 
make him my. confident.; let him not. fail of 
coming this night to my houſe: l will ordef 
a lodging for him; I will give him four hung 
dred ducats a- year falary.; ; and.if, in.the end 
have reaſon (as I hope I. ſhall): to be ſatily 
Hed: with him, I will put him into a condit! 
on not to repent of his having been toe fin 


cere with the archbiſhop. 


* 
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a8 The thanks I returned thereupon to the 
larquis, were followed by thoſe of Laura, 
nich ſurpaſſed mine. Say no more of it,” 
terrupted he, © it is a done ching.“ This 
vid, he ſaluted his theatrical princeſs, and 
ent out. She immediately made me go into 
= cloſet, where, ſeeing herſelf alone with me, 
I ſhall burſt,” ſhe cried, if I any longer 
Wc (it the inclination: F have to laugh,” Then 
rowing. herſelf into an elbow-chair; and 
J olding her fides, ſhe gave herſelf up like 2 
ol to immoderate laughter. It was impoſ- 
ble for me not to follow her example, and 
chen we had had our fill, © Confeſs, Gib 
las,“ ſaid ſhe, that we have juſt Played a 
Nieeaſant farce; but I did not expect ſuch a ca- 
ſtrophe. I only deſigned to fecure you a 
able, and a lodging in my houſe ; and it. was: 
order to offen you them with deceney, that 
made you paſs for my brother: however, I 
em overjoyed that chance has preferred you 
ing ſo good a poſt. The Marquis de Marialva 
foi a generous nobleman, who will do yet more 
ce r you than he has promiſed, Any other 
an myſelf,“ continued the,. would notz 
Perhaps, have received a man fo graciouſly; 
ho leaves his friends without taking leave of 
em: but I. am one of: thoſe good - natured 
Wirls who are always glad to ſee again a rogue 

ey have once loved.” | 
I honeſtly. confeſſed my incivility, and aſk> 
her pardon; after which the conducted me 
to a very. handſome dining- room. We fat 
own.to. table; and as a chambermaid and. a 
footman 


- 
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footman waited upon us, we called each oth 
brother and fiſter. When we had dined, wil 


went again into the ſame clofet, where we hi 
entertained each other before. There my in 
comparable Laura, giving herſelf up to : e 
her natural gaiety, aſked me an account of e 
that had happened ſince our ſeparation. p 
made her a faithful-recitak; and when I hal: 
ſatisfied her curioſity, ſhe likewiſe compli”: 
with mine, by recounting to me her hiſtowlF” 
in the following terms. = - 
: | y, 
OGH AP. VI. 8¹ 

+ ho 

The hiſtory of Laura. . 

Am going to relate, as ſuccinctly as poſſii : 
ble, by what chance I became a comedians" 
After you had left me ſo civilly, ſeveral coi 
 fiderable adventures befel us. My miſtre 1 
Arſenia, being more fatigued with the wor 
than diſguſted with it,” abjured the thearf**! 
and carried me with her to a fine eſtate e 


had purchaſed near Zamora, with the mond 
of foreigners. We ſoon: had ſeveral acquair 
tance in that city, whither we went very oftet 
and ſpent a day or two, after which we 
turned and ſhut ourſelves up in our caſtle. 
In one of theſe little journeys, Don Fel 
Maldonado, only ſon to the corregidor of Z 
mora, had a fight of me by chance, and I hi 
the luck to pleaſe him. He ſought an oppor 
tunity of ſpeaking to me without witneſs, ang 
not to conceal any thing from you, I contn 
buted a little to his finding one. This -cavali 


— 
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vas but twenty years old: he was as hand- 
ne ſas the god of love, perfectly well ſha⸗ 
d, and yet more inviting in his gallant and 
- WW ncrous behaviour than in his perſon. He 
ered me a large brilliant he had upon his 
ger, with ſuch a good grace, and fo much 
zportunity, that 1 could not excuſe myſelf 
Won accepting it. I had not much joy in ha- 
Dog ſo amiable a gallant, But what impru- 
nce is it in girls of my humble condition, 
engage in an affair with young men of qua» 
y, whole parents are in power! The cor» 
gidor, who was the moſt ſevere even of any 
that poſt, being informed of our intelli- 
-nce, made haſte to prevent the conſequen- 
Ws: he had me carried off by a company of 
Wc uazils, who, in ſpite of my tears, conduct- 
me to the hoſpital de la Pitie. 
There, without any other form of proceſs, 
e ſuperior made me take off my ring and 
othes, and dreſſed me in a long gown of 
ey ſerge, girt about the middle by a large 
ack-leather thong, from whence a roſary 
ith large beads hung down to my heels. At- 
r this they led me into a hall, where I found 
old friar, of I do not know what order, 
ho began to preach repentance to me, almoſt 
Dame Leonarda exhorted you to patience 
the cave. He told me, that I was ve 
uch obliged to the perſons who had confined 
oe; that they had done me a great ſervice in 
'awing me out of the ſnares of the devil. I 
ill confeſs my ingratitude freely: far from 
ainking myſelf indebted to. thoſe who had 
done 
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done me that kindneſs, I loaded them wit 
imprecations. 

I fpent eight days in giving myſelf up ty 
deſpair, but on the ninth (for 1 counted ever 
the minutes) my fortune feemed inclinable u 
change. As I was crofhing a little court, I 
met with the ſteward of the houſe, a'perſon 
to whom every thing was in ſubjection; th 
ſuperior herſelf was forced to obey him ; bf 
only gave an account of his ſtewardſhip to tel 
corregidor, on whom alone he depended 
and who repoſed an entire confidence in him 
His name was Pedro Zendono, born at tl 
eown. of Selleſdon in Biſcay. Imagine 1 
yourſelf, a tall, pale, meagre man; one wi 
might ſerve for a model wher eby to draw d 
good thief: he hardly ſeemed to take any ni 
tice: of the ſiſters ; you. never ſaw ſo hypo 
tical a face, not though you have lived at thi 
archbiſhop's. 

I met then, continued the, Bieter Zend 
no, who ſtopped me with theſe words, Con 
fort yourſelf, child, Fam touched with you 
misfortunes.” He ſaid no more, but wel 
on his way, leaving me to make what co 
ments I pleaſed upon a text ſo laconic. A 
believed him an honeſt man, I thought ing 
maouſly, that he had taken the pains to eu 
mine into the cauſe of my confinement; at 
that not finding me culpable enough to d 
ſerve being treated with fo much indignity, 
was willing to do me ſome ſervice with ul 
corregidor. I did not know the Biſcaynf 
well enough; his intentions were quite dift 
rem 
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ent; he was forming in his head a defign to 
ike a journey, which he imparted to me a 
w days after. My dear Laura,“ ſaid he, 
am ſo ſenſible of your ſufferings, that I 
reſolved to put an end to them. I am noe 
norant that it is ruining myſelf, but I am 
0 longer my on maſter. I intend to- mor- 
ow to releaſe you from your priſon, and con- 
uct you myſelf to Madrid; I will ſacrifice alk 

che pleaſure of being your deliverer,” 
I thought I ſhould have ſwooned for joy at 
heſe words of Zendono, who, judging by my 
hankfulneſs, that I defired no beiter than to 
Jake my eſcape, had the aſſurance to carry 
ze off the next day, in the face of the ſun, 
fter the manner following. He told the ſu- 
crior that he had orders to carry me to the 
orregidor, who was at a country- ſeat two 
agues from the city; and he made me im- 
udently get with him into a poſt-chaiſe, 
rawn by two good mules, which he had 
pught on purpoſe. All our attendants were 
aly one ſervant, who drove the chaiſe, and 
es entirely devoted to the ſteward. We bee 
an then to travel, not towards Madrid, as 
had imagined, but towards the frontiers of 
ortugal, where we got in leſs time than the 
drregidor of Zamora could be informed of our 
ight, and ſent his blood-hounds to trace us, 
Before we entered Braganza, the Biſcayner 
ade me dreſs myſelf in a cavalier's habit; 
bich he had the precaution. to bring with 
im; and thinking me already engaged with 
un, he fpoke thus to me, at the inn where 
we 
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we were going to lodge. Fair Laura, dj 
not take it ill of me that I have brought youl 
into Portugal ; the corregidor of Zamora will 
purſue us in our own country, like two cr 
minals to whom Spain ought ro afford no re 
fuge :. but,” continued he, we may be ſecurfi 
from his reſentment in this foreign kingdonfi 
although it be now ſubjected to the Spanili 
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1 
Well overnment. At leaſt, we ſhall be more ili: : 
1 afety here, than in our own country: fo 
|| low a man who adores you: let us go an | 
1 ſettle at Coimbra: there I will get to be a . 
to the holy office; and, under covert of th 
formidable tribunal, we ſhall paſs our di N 
in the quiet enjoyment of all manner of pleite 
ſures. ur 
So briſk a propoſal gave me to underſtan on 
that I had to do with a knight-errant, vr 
did not care to ſerve as a guide to diſtreiiaMh i; 
damſels, only for the glory of chivalry. Hari 
found that he depended mightily upon nf tt 
gratitude, and yet more upon my misfortune th 
However, though both theic things ſpoke lM hi; 
his favour, I rejected his offer with di{dainfl:ic 
It is true, I had on my fide two very ſtronWht : 
reaſons for ſeeming ſo reſerved ; I found em. 
myſelf no liking to him, and I did not belie I » 
ö him rich. But upon his making a ſecond th 
i tack, and proffering firſt to marry me, to [lar 
l ther with ſhewing me that his ſtewardſhip her 
i conſiderably enriched him, I will not de ctio 
| but J began to hearken to him. I was dan : 
| Ki zled with the gold and jewels which he dra 
100% * before me; and I experienced, that ie 
190 tere vo 
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eſt could make metamorphoſes, as well as 
ve. My Biſcayner, by little and little, became 

other man in my eyes. His lean long ſides 
re turned to a fine ſhape; his pale phiz 

ned a lovely white; and I even put a 
vourable conſtruction upon his hypocritical 
then accepted of his hand without re- 
ignance, before Heaven, which he took to 
racks our engagement. After this he no 
nger met with any contradiction from me; 
- ſet forward again on our journey; and 
oimbra ſoon received a new family within 

walls. 

My huſband bought me ſeveral handſome 
its Of clothes, and preſcnted me with divers 

amonds, among which, I again knew that of 
on Felix Maldonado. This was enough 
r me to guefs whence came all the jewels. 
14d ſeen, and to perſuade me that I had not 
arricd a rigid obſerver of the ſeventh article 
the d:calogue, But looking upon mylclf 
the firit cauſe of his legerdemain, 1 forgave 
him, A woman excuſes even the ill actions 
hich are occaſioned by her beauty, With- 
t that, what a wicked wr retch would he have 

emed to me ! 

I was very well ſatisfied with him for two 
three months; his behaviour was always 
allant, and he ſeemed to love me tenderly : 
vertheleſs, the marks he gave me of his af- 
ion, were but falſe appearances ; the vil- 
in tricked me One morning, at my, re- 
ru from maſs, I found nothing at home but 
e bare walls, The goods, even to my 
Vol. III. E clothes, 
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clothes, had been all carried off. Zendonlf 
and his faithful ſervant had taken their mea. L 
ſures ſo well, that the houſe was entire 
ſtripped in leſs than an hour: inſomuchl : 
that I ſaw myfelf (with only the clothall 
I had on, and Don Felix's ring, which I8 ; 
luckily wore on my finger) abandoned bl | 
an ungrateful wretch, like another Ariadne 
But I will aſſure you, I did not amuſe my 
in making elegies upon my misfortune. i 
rather thanked Heaven, for having deliveref ; 
me from a miſcreant, who could not fail, ſoon 
er or later, of falling into the hands of juſtice 
I looked vpon the time we had lived together 
as ſo much time loſt, which I ſhould not 1 
long in recovering. If J would have ſtaid i 
Portugal, and ſettled with ſome woman «lf 
quality, I might have found ſeveral; bull 4 
whether it was the love to my country, 9 
whether I was drawn by the influence of m 
ſtars, which were preparing me a better fol 
tune there, my mind ran only upon returninffi 
into Spain. I addretted& myſelf to a jeweler 
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who paid me down the value of my ring EF Y 
gold; and I ſet out with an old Spaniſh lad 
who was going to Seville in a calaſh. al 
This lady. whoſe name was Dorothea, hett. 
been to vilit one of her relations, who was {ct [ | 
tled at Coimbra, and was returning to Sein 
ville, where ſhe refided. There was ſuch m 
ſympathy between us, that we took a fan fe 
to each other the firſt day's journey; and of < 
friendſhip increaſed ſo much upon the „ * 
1 0 
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no hat, at our arrival, ſhe would not ſuffer me 
WW lodge any where but at her houſe. I had 
Wo rcaſon to repent of having got ſuch an ac- 
uaintance; I never knew a woman of a better 
Wharacter, One might yet judge, by her fea- 
res, and the livelineſs of her eyes, that ſhe 
ad cauſed a great many ſerenades. Accord- 
gly, ſhe had been a widow to ſeveral men of 
vality, and lived honourably upon her join- 
res. | 8 
Amongſt other excellent qualities, ſhe was 
ery ſenſible of the misfortunes of young wo: + 
en. When I made her the recital of mine, 
Wc c{pouſed my intereſts ſo heartily, that ſhe: 
eſtowed a thouſand execrations upon Zendo- | 
o. Thoſe rogues of men!“ faid the, in 
tone that made me judge ſhe had met ſome 
eward of a nunnery in her way; * thoſe 
Pretches! there are in the world juſt ſuch a 
+: of villains, who make a jeſt of ruining 
Women. What comforts me, my dear,” 
ontinued ſhe, “ is, that, by your accommy 
ou are nowiſe tied to the perjured Biſcayner. 
f your marriage with him is good enough to 
rve you for an excuſe, to make amends, it 
alſo bad enough to allow you to contract a 
etter, when occaſion offers. 
went every day, either to church with Do- 
othca, or elſe a-viſiting, which was the way 
d meet ſoon with ſome adventure. I drew 
Wc cycs of ſeveral cavaliers, and there were 
dme who were willing to ſound me: they had 
vken to my old landlady ; but the one were 
ot able to. detray the expences of a ſettlement, 
E 2 and: 
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and others were not yet come to man's eſtat 6 
which was ſufficient to deter me from hear 
ening to them, One day, Dorothea a 
took a fancy to fee a play acted by the cf 
medians of Seville: they had poſted up lili 
Famoſa Comedia: El Embaxodor de Si: ni 
mo, compoſed by Lopez de Vega Carpio. 
Amongſt the actreſſes that appeared up 

the ſtage, I found one of my old acquainif 
ance, I diſcovered Phenice, that merry gin 
fy, whom you knew chambermaid to Flor 
monda, and with whom you have ſupp 
fometimes at Arſenia's. I knew very well thi 
Phenice had been two years out of Madrilf 3 
but I did not know that ſhe was an actreij 
I was ſo impatient to embrace her, that 
thought the play very long. Perhaps, alſo i 
was the fault of the actors, who neither 11 
ed well nor ill enough to amuſe me; for 
me who laugh at any thing, I own, that 
actor who is perfectly ridiculous, diverts 1 
no tefs than one who excels in his profeſſion 
In fine, the withed-for- hour being c 
that is to ſay, the end of the Famoſa Comedilf 
the widow and I went behind the fſcend 
where we ſoon diſcovered Phenice playing tl 
fine lady, and liſtening with all the coquet 
imaginable to the ſoft courtſhip of a you 
ſpark, who, without doubt, had ſuffered hin 
Jef to be enchanted with the charms of I 
utterance, As ſoon as the had obſerved M tio 
ſhe left him with a gracious ſmile, and com! 
ro me with open arms, received me with! 
the compliments 1 in the world. We expreligÞmc 
mutual 
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utually a great deal of joy at meeting again; 
ut the time and place not allowing us to 
Wnlarge further, we deferred till the next 
Wnorning our deſign of entertaining each other” 
nore amply. 
The pleaſure of talking, is one of the moſt: 
Predominant paſſions in-womankind. I could. 
ot cloſe my eyes all night, fo great was my 
Waclination tom engage with Phenice, and aſk: 
Per queſtion upon queſtion, Heaven knows- 
Whcther [ was lazy in riſing and going to the 
WSlace where. the told me the lived. She lodg-- 
Wd with: the reſt of the company, in a large: 
oule ready furniſhed. I-mert a ſervant at the 
ntrance, and prayed her to ſhew me Phe-- 
icc's apartment, whereupon ſhe led. me up: 
o Mito a corridor, along which were ten or 
oelee little chambers; teparated. only. by par- 
tions of, dale boards; which were taken up 
Wy the merry crew. My guide knocked at a. 
poor, which was ſoon. opened. by Phenice,, 
WS hoſe tongue itched as much as mine. We 
ardly gave ourſelves time to fit. down” for- 
Watting. We now were in-a fair way to 
ene gave our fill; and we had ſo many. things to- 
ik each other, that the queſtions aud antwers: 
neuf hceeded one another with a ſurpriſing volu- 
ility. 
Having mutually. recounted eur adventures, 
d informed each other of our preſent con- 
Jition, Phenice inquired what J reſolved to 
0, Janſwered her, that I. intended, till I 
duld provide myſelf: better, to wait upon 
me young lady of quality. Bie,” ſaid. my 
HE E friend, 


1 
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| poſlible, my girl, that you are not yet agg 
- ſubject to the will of others? of paying a ref 


chid? in a word, of being a ſlave? Why vl 
not you turn comedian, after my example 
Nothing is more proper for perſons of wit 
who are neither rich nor of noble extraction 
It is a middling ſtate between the nobility au 


are paid us down by the public, who. are mi 


and ſpend our money as we get it, 


— — 


with Flarimonda (4 bluſh to think on it,) 


friend, * ſure you do not think of it. Is o 
8a 


ed with ſervice? are not you tired with beige 


gard to their caprices? of hearing yourſelf 


% 


1 
Dt 


81 
commonalty, a condition that is independent el 
and exempt from. thoſe punctilios that a OC 
moſt incommodious to ſociety. Our revenuaff 1 
b 
ſters of our funds. We always live merriſf | 


The playhouſe,” continued ſhe, abou | 


all, is favourable to women; whilſt I live 


was reduced to the neceſſity of giving ear u 
the underlings of the prince's company; 
not an honeft man took any notice of mt. 
W hence came that? It was becauſe I was 10 
io view. The fineſt picture does not ſtrib 
one, if it is not in a good light, But fince 
have been in my element, that is to ſay, upoſ for 
the itage, what a change is there! I ſee rac 
my heels, the young men of the beſt figure i 
a'l the cities through which we paſs, 'ThiWnan 
rofeſſion therefore of an actreſs is very agret Mtr. 
able, 'f ſhe is diſcreet, I mean if ſhe enter 
tains but one lover at a time, it does her WWnad 
the credit in the word, her conduct is praiſet 
and when ſhe changes her gallant, * Ned. 
look - 


— 
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ooked upon as a real widow. that marries a- 
ain. Again, the latter is deſpiſed if ſhe 
Fakes a third huſband; one would think that 
(c ſhocked the mens nicety: whereas, the va- 
ue of the other ſeems to increaſe in propor- 
tion to the number of her favourites; after 
hundred intrigues, ſhe is a diſſ᷑ for a lord 
lo whom are you telling this?“ faid I, 
Noterrupting her here. Do you think I am 
Wonorant of thoſe advantages? I have often 
epreſented them to. myſelf, and they- are but 
oo plcaling to a girt of my character; Leven 
und in. myfelf an inclination to the ſtage ; but 
What is not. ſufficient ; one muſt have a talent; 
Yad I have none. I ſometimes attempted to 
chearſe ſome parts before Arſenia, who was 
Pot at all pleaſed with me, which gave me a 
iſtaſte to the profeflion.” © You are not hard 
Wo be diſcouraged,” replied: Phenice, do not 
you know that ſuch great actreſſes are always 
jealous ? They are afraid (in ſpite of all their 
me ranity) that fomebody ſhould come to eclipfe 
no them. In ſhort, I will not be determined 
herein by Arſenia, the has not been fincere, 
Ltell you without flattery, that you are born 
for the ſtage; you have a genius, an eaſy and 
e Nraceful action, a ſoft voice, a fine cheſt; and 
e with that ſuch a look! Ah, rogue, how 
many cavaliers will you charm, - if you turn 
reeWctreſs ?”” 

ten She ſaid ſeveral other engaging things, and 
made me repeat ſome verſes, only that I might 
iſeqWudge my felf what a fine talent I had for. co- 
ncedy. When ſhe had heard me, the cafe 
bs was 
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was mightly altered'; ſhe extolled me to the * 
Kies, and gave me che preference of all th 
actreſſes at Madrid, After this, it woul(f 
have been. inexcuſable in me to have *doubrelif 
any longer of my merit; Arſenia ſtood: in 
peached and convicted of jealouſy and dif 
honeſty, I was forced to agree that I. was ai 
admirable player. Two comedians coming 
in at the ſame time, Phenice made me repeal 
again the ſame verſes before them, which 
threw them into a kind of ecſtaſy ; whence 
they no ſooner recovered, chan they ſtunnaſſ q 
me with. their compliments. Without exa» 
gerating, if they had laid a wager whiall 
of the three ſhould cry me up moſt, they 
could not have uſed more hyperbolical expreiſſ 
ſions. My modeſty was not proof againit ol 
many commendations; I began to think 
was. of ſome value, and thus behold my mind 
bent upon the ſtage. ; 
„Come, my dear,“ ſaid I to Phenice, 
18 done, L will er your counſel, and en 
ter into your company, if they approve of it. 
At theſe words, my friend (being tranſporieff 
with joy) embraced me; and her two com 
rades did not ſeem leſs delighted than her iq; 
ſee me in that reſolution, It was agreed tha 
I ſhould. came to the playhouſe, the next 
morning, and give the whole company th ul, 
fame ſpecimen that I had juſt ſhown of An 
talent. If they had conceived an advantage in 
ous opinion of me at Phenice's, all the come Hand 
dians judged yet more favourably of mean 
when. I had only recited twenty . verſes imac 
thei 
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bs 3 p 
te I heir preſence : they received me willingly in» 
beo their company, after which I was only in 
ain for my firit appearance. In order to 


a: ake it with a greater eclat, I employed all 
Wc money that remained of my ring, and if 
li had not enough to equip me ſumptuoufly, 


0 3 it leaſt I found the art to ſupply the want of 
Wnagnificence by a genteel taſte, . 
In thort, I appeared upon the ſtage for the 
rrſt time. What clapping of hands! What 
WE ncomiums ! I ſhould be moderate, my friend, 
el were only ſimply to ſay that I raviſhed 
be audience. One muſt have been a witneſs 
ih e the noiſe EF made at Seville. I became the 
| entertainment of the whole city, who throng- 
ad in crowds to the comedy 510 that the com- 
any, by this novelty, regained the public, 
ho began to forfake them. 
l began then after a manner that charmed 
ll the world; now this. was as if J had poſted 
pt up, that I was to be purchaſed by the beſt 
Wcttlement, and the higheſt bidder. Twenty 


ni 
t. avaliers, of all ages, ambitiouſly ſtrove who 
cb ould take care of me, If J had followed 
mgWny inclination, I ſhould have choſen the 


7 oungelt and the handſomeſt; but we players 
Puzht only to conſider our intereſt and ambi- 
on when. we are about a ſettlement : it is a 
Fule in the playhouſe * for which reaſon, Don 
Habroſio de Niſana (a man already advanced 
Vn years, and ill made, but rich, generous, 
and one of the moſt powerful noblemen of 
Andaluſia) had the preference. It is true 1 
made him pay. well for it; he hired me a fine 

925 houſe, 
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houſe, furniſhed it | magnificently, provided 
me with a good man cook, two footmen, af 
woman and a thouſand ducats a-month fo 
my expences. Add to this, rich clothes, wit 
a conſiderable quantity of jewels, | 
What a change was here in my fortune 
My head. could not bear it. I immediatch 
appeared to myſelf another perſon, I nl 
longer wonder if there are women who in 
little time forget the poverty and miſery, fron 
whence the caprice of ſome lord has extri 4 
cated them. I confeſs ſincerely to you, th E 
applauſe of the public, the flattering dicourk 
J had on all fides, and the paſhon of Dull 
Ambroſio, heightened my vanity to extra 
gance. L looked upon my talent as can n® 
lent to a title, and gave myſelf the airs of if 
woman of quality, And becoming as cove 
tous of my favourable glances, as 1 had beef 
prodigal of them till then, I refolved not u 
caſt an eye but on dukes, counts, or may 
quiſes. 

Don Ambroſio came to ſup with me evenſ 
night, with fome of his friends, and I wh 
careful on my ſide to invite the moſt diverting ; 
of our actreſſes, and we ſpent good part d 
the night in laughing and drinking. Such a 
-agreeable life agreed very well with me; bui 
it laſted but ſix months. Noblemen are ſubjel 
to change; were it not for that, they woull 
be too amiable. Don Ambroſio left me for 
young coquette of Grenada, who was juſt com iſt: 
to Seville, with ſome agreeableneſs, and ie 


As to make her advantage of it. Hos 
ever 


| 


is 
rh 
8 


er, I did not afflict myſelf above four and 
enty hours; and I choſe Don Lewis d' Al- 
acer, a cavalier of twenty-two years old, ta 
6 hom few Spaniards could be compared for 
Wis good mien, to ſupply his place. | 
Fou will without doubt aſk me, how I 
me to take ſo young a lord, I that knew 
e conſequences ? and you have reaſon. But 
W-odcs Don Lewis's having neither father nor 
other, and being already maſter of his e- 
Nate, theſe conſequences are only to be ap- 
chended by girls of a ſervile condition, or 
Jamon ſireet- walkers. Women of our pro- 
fon are not reſponſible for the effects of 
eir charms ; ſo much the worle for the fa- 

ilies whoſe heirs we fleece. ' 
D'Alcacer and I engaged ourſelves ſo firm- 
W together, that I believe never any paſſion 
WW ualized that wherewith we ſuffered our- 
es to be inflamed. We both loved each 
her with ſuch violence, that it ſeemed as if 
Wc! had been laid upon us. They who 
ew our correſpondence, thought us the 
ppieſt couple in the world, and we were 
vm haps the moſt unhappy. If Don Lewis 
t es charming in his perſon, he was at the 
nc time ſo jealous, that he every minute 
ade me deſperate with his unjuſt fuſpicions, 
ſignified nothing my humouring him in his 
ouEikneſs, or my conſtraining myſelf ſo much 
not to look any other man in the face; his 
fttruſt was ſo ingenious as to invent crimes 
ui ich rendered my conſtraint uſeleſs. Our 
Hou on tender moments were always mixed with 
| a quarrels: 
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quarrels: it was not to be born; our py 
tience was wearied out on both fides, and we 
parted friends. Would you believe that the 
laſt day of our correſpondence was the mo 
agreeable of any we ever paſſed together? Bel 
mg both equally fatigued with the evils w 
had ſuffered, nothing but joy was to be ſea 
in our faces at our ſeparation, We were lik 
two miſcrable captives who have recover 
their liberty after a hard ſlavery. | 

Ever ſince this adventure, I have been ul 
on my guard againſt love. I will have no mon 
engagements that diſturb my reſt; it is nal 
fit for us to ſigh and whine like others; wall 
ought not to be ſenſible in private of a patio 
which, we ridicule in public. 1 

During this time, fame was not idle; if 
had diffuſed it every where that I was an in 
mitable actreſs. Upon the credit of this go 
deſs, the comedians of Grenada wrote o | 
to propoſe my entering into their compaq 
and, to convince me that it was not to be 


| 
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much as it is poſſible for one woman 
love another. I left the firſt at Seville, e 
loyed in melting down the plate of a lin 
goldſmith, who, out of vanity, would have! 
actreſs for a miſtreſs. -I forgot to tell 50 
that, on turning player, I changed, out 4 

: W ! 


Wn 
jected, they ſent mie an account of their dal, | 
expences, and their terms of agreemen _ 
whereby I found that it would be an adv: 4s, 

| tageous offer. Accordingly, I accepted Mur 
1 although, at the bottom, I was ſorry to lea | 

1 On, 
Mi Phenice and Dorothea, whom 1 loved Wi, © 
my » 
if 
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im, my name of Laura, for that of Eſtella; 
ait was under that latter name that I ſer 
t for Grenada. J 
I made no worſe a beginning here than at 
ville, and I ſoon ſaw myſelf ſurrounded ' 
th admjrers, But reſolving not to fell my 
ours but at a good price, I was ſo reſer- 
d in my carriage, that I quite blinded them. 
owever, that I might not fall. a bubble to 
onduct that was neither natural to me, nor 
uld bring me any advantage, I was about 
give ear to a young Oydar, by birth a ci- 
en, who lives like a lord, by virtue of his 
Wit, and keeps a good table and equipage, 
cn [ ſaw the Marquis de Marialva, for the 
time. This Portugueſe nobleman, travel- 
Wo through Spain ont of curioſity, and paſl- 
Wo through Grenada, made it his reſidence 
- fome time, He came to the playhouſe ; 
id not happen to act that night, and he 
d his eyes very attentively upon the ac- 
ſſes that came upon the ſtage, One of them 
anced to pleaſe him; he got acquainted 
h her the next day, and the bargain was 
t upon concluding when I appeared. The 


we of me, and my coquette-airs, immediate- 
| "Wuracd the ſcale; the Portugueſe thought 
en 


longer of any one but me. To confeſs the 
th, as I knew my companion had charmed 
s nobleman, I ſpared no pains to ſupplant 
, and I had the good fortune to ſucceed. 
not ignorant that ſhe owes me a grudge, 
"IEF | canoot help-it., She ought to conſider, 
ol. III. F that 


62 THE HISTORT mung 


that it is a thing ſo natural to women, that the 
beſt friends make not the leaſt ſeruple of it. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Of - the reception the comedians of Grenadfi 
ave Gil Blas, and & an old acquaintance H F 
met behind the ſcenes. 


HE minute Laura had finiſhed her ſo 

ry, there came in an old actreſs, wh 

lived in the neighbourhood, with an inteniff 
to go with her to the playhouſe. This vens 
rable heroine of the ſtage, had been prop: 
to have acted the part of the goddeſs Coty 
My ſiſter did not fail to preſent her broth: 
to this ſuperannuated figure, and thereupd 
great comp:iments enſued on both ſides. 
I left them together, telling Zendono's m 
dow that I would meet her at the playhoui 
as ſoon as I had ſeen my things carried to th 
Marquis de Marialva's, whoſe houſe ſhe ſhes 
ed me. I ſtept immediately to the chamb 
I had hired, whence (having ſatisfied n 
Jandlady) I went with a porter, who carri 
my cloakbag, to a large ready-furniſhed hon 
where my new maſter lodged, I met wi 
his ſteward at the door, who aſked me it 
was not Mrs, Eſtella's brother? I anſwer 
«© Yes.” © You are welcome then, Signif 
Cavalier,” replied he; the Marquis de hi 
rialva, to whom I have the honour to be ſte 
ard, has ordered me to receive yon kind 
There is a chamber ready for you; it 
pleaſe I will ſhew you the way to it. Up 


. 
1 
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is he carried me up to the top of the houſe, 
to a chamber ſo little, that a narrow bed, 
ich a cupboard and two chairs, filled it. 
his was my apartment. You will not 
ave a great deal of room here,” faid my 
Wide; © but, to make amends, I promiſe you 
iat you {hall have a ſtately lodging at Liſ- 
| . I locked up my cloakbag in the cup- 
Word, and, taking the key, I aſked at what 
Wour they ſupped. To this he anſwered, that 
he Marquis kept no table, but that he gave 

ery domeſtic ſo much a-month board-wages: 
aſked ſeveral other queſtions, whereb 
pund, that the Marquis's ſervants: were gy 
nate idlers. After a ſhort diſcourſe, I part- 
with the ſteward, in order to go again to 
aura, being agreeably taken up with the 
vantages I pr omiſed myſelf in my new ſta- 
on. 

As ſoon as F got to the playhouſe-door, 
nd ſaid I was Ettella's brother, every place 
as open to me. One might have ſeen the 
uards ſtrive who ſhould make way for me, 
if I had been one of the moſt conſiderable: 
erſons in Grenada. All the ſupernumeraries, 
oor-keepers, and under door-keepers that I 
et in my way, made me low bows. But L 
ith I could deſcribe to the reader the ſerio- 
dmical reception I met with behind the 


S 1 enes; where I found the whole company 
p reſſed, and ready to begin, The actors and 
ind treſſes, to whom Laura preſented. me, ruſh- 


u in ſwarms upon me. The men ſtilled me 


th their embraces, and the women, in their 
F 2 turn, 
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turn, ſaluting me_ with their painted face I 
plaiſtered mine over with white and red, Nil 
one of them would be the laſt to pay tha 
compliment ; they all began to {peak togethal 
and it was impoffible for me alone to anſwl 
them: happily for me, my ſiſter came to mi 
aſſiſtance, and her tongue, inured to talking I 
did not ſuffer me to be behindhand with ani 
ONE. 1 
I did not come off, for the embraces of tif 
actors and actreſſes: I was forced to enduſ 
the civilities of the decorators, the muficia 
the prompter, the ſnuffer, and under-fſnuflal 
of candles: in fhort, I was forced to run thi 
gauntlet through all the underlings of till 
theatre, who ran all at the news of my art 
val, to have a look at me. It ſeemed to nl 
as if they had all been foundlings, who hal 
never known what it was to have a brother. 
In the mean while, the play being beguif 
ſome gentlemen, who were behind the ſcenalf 
went to ſeat themſelves to hear it, and I, lin 
one of the houſe, continued to divert myſch 
with the actors who were not upon the ſtag 
One of theſe happened to be called betor 
me Melchior; the name ſtruck me; and con 
ſidering the man with attention, I thought 
had ſeen him ſomewhere. At laſt J recolled 
ed, and knew him to be Melchior Zapat 
that poor ſtroller, who, as I have faid in ti 
firſt volume, was dipping his cruſts of bres 
in a ſpring. 
I took him immediately aſide, and toi 
him, I am very much miſtaken, if you al 
4 * 


lalt 
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Wot chat Signior Melchior with whom I had 


I he honour to breakfaſt one morning at the 
ac of a clear ſpring, between Valladolid and 
egovia, I was with a young lad, a. barber. 


hich was interlarded with a thouſand. agree- 
ole ſayings. At theſe words, Zapata. began 
muſe a little; after which he replied, „Lou 


ind. I came then from acting at Madrid, 


ul 

ad was returning to Zamora, I even. re- 
Ro ember that. Lwas then in very bad: circum»- 
i ances.““ I remember. it likewiſe,“ anſwer- 


as lined. with: playhouſe- bills: neither have 
forgot, any more than you, that you then 
mplained of having a wife who . was too diſ- 
Feet.“ „O, I have no more reaſon to com- 
ain of that now,“ replied Zapata haſtily; 


eered from that, by the. ſamo token my dou- 
Net is better lined too.!“ 

Lwas going to congratulate him upon his 
ife's hearkening to reaſon, when he was ob- 
ged to leave me, to appear upon the. ſtage. 
ing curious to know his- wife, I: went to a 
ayer to deſire him to ſhew me her. He did 
, telling me, That is her before you, it is 


ur fiſter. | judged that this was her in whoſe: 
lrour the Marquis de Marialva had declared 
mſelf, before his ſeeing Eſtella; and my 
njecture was but too true. After the cnd 


1 oc 


3 Ve had ſome proviſion which we joined to 
ours, and we all three made a flight repaſt, 


Peak to me of a thing I can caſily call to 


I, „by the ſame token, that your doublet. 


Good. God! the good woman. is mightily 


arciſſa, the prettieſt of our. actreſſes, except 


— — 
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3s true, ſaid I, © but it is too ſoon yet wlll 


What hind of a man he ſupped with that nigh 


_ Sos Wa. 
r e 
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of the play, I conducted Laura to her lody, 
ings, where being come, I perceived cu 5 
cooks, who were preparing a great entertain 
ment. You may ſup here,” faid ſhe. 
no means,” replied I, “ the Marquis wilff 
perhaps be glad to be alone with vou.“ Noll 
at all,” anſwered ſhe, He is coming hi 
ther with two of his friends, and one d 1 
our actors: it ſhall be your fault if you d 
not make the ſixth. You know very wel 
that with us players the fecretarics have th 4 
privilege of dining with their maſters.” Tf 


V5 : 


put myſelf upon the foot of thoſe favouri e 
ſecretaries. I muſt firſt be intruſted with tl 
commiſſion of a confident to deferve that hoſe 
nourable prerogative” Having thus fpokeana 
E left Laura's, and went to my eating-houf ac 
where I reſolved to go every day, ſince nj 
maſter kept no table. 


CHAP, N. 


and what paſſed between them. 


1 Obſerved in the hall a fort of an old mon iſc 
clothed in gray bays, who ſupped in out 
corner by himfelf, I went out of curioſſ od, 
and ſat over-againſt him, ſaluting him g 
civilly, neither did he ſeem a whit leſs pol hat 
than I, They brought me my pittand 
which I began to diſpatch with great alacr lil {00m 
Whilſt I was thus eating, without peaking ecr. 
word, J oiten looked ue wy W ot | 

WA0k 
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lo 1 vhoſe eyes I always found fixed upon me. 
4 


ll, 


ol 
Wc, I addreſſed myſelf thus to him, Father, 
Wo you think you have ever ſeen me any 
rere before? You eye me like a man who 
not entirely unknown to you.“ 5 
He anſwered me gravely, If I fix my eyes 
pon you, it is only to admire the prodigious 
WS ricty of adventures that are delineated in 
Whe features of your face,” By what J per- 
Peirce,“ ſaid I to him in a rallying tone, your 
eeerence underſtands metopoſcopy.“ I may 
oaſt of being maſter of it,“ replied the 
Bonk; and of having made ſome predic- 
Wins, which have not been contradicted by 
he ſequel. I am not leſs verſed in chiro- 
3 ancy, and I dare venture to ſay, that my o- 
Wacles are infallible, when I have compared 
ee lines of the hand with thoſe of the phyti- 
Pgnomy.“' | 

Although this old father had altogether the. 
Ippearance of a man of ſenſe, I thought him 
Wo fooliſh, that I could not forbear laughing 
Il in his face, Inſtead of being offended at 
y rudeneſs, he ſmiled at it, and purſued his 
hicourſe in theſe terms, having firft looked 
ound the hall, and aſſured himſelf that no- 
ody heard us, I am not ſurpriſed at ſee- 
ng you ſo prepoſſeſſed againſt two ſciences 
at are now thought trifling ; the tedious 
nd laborious ſtudy which they require, diſ- 
ourages all the learned, who renounce and 
ecry them for mere ſpite, in that they have 
ot been able to make themſelves maſters of 
them. 


Being vexed with his continual ſtaring upon 
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them. As for me, F was not diſheartened of 
the obſcurity wherein they were involved, wi 
more than at the difliculties that inceflant 
attend the ſearch of chymical ſecrets, and i 
ſtupendous art of the tranſmutation of meu 
into gold. * 
But I forget,” coodinncd he, recolleCtin 
himſelf, “that I am talking to a young — 4 
ileman, to whom my diſcourſes muſt, in re 
liry, paſs only for dreams. A ſpecimen. of Wo 
Kill will inclme you to judge tavourably oi 
me, more than all that I can fay,” At the 
words, he drew out of his pocket a vial full 
of liquor of a vermilion colour; after whid 
he ſaid: to me, Here is an elixir I compoſe 
this morning, of the juices. of certain plan 
diſtilled in the alembic ; for I have fpent if 
moſt all my life, like Democrzitus, in finding 
out the properties of ſimples and mineral 
You ſhall experience its. virtue. The wine wi 
have been drinking at our ſupper is very bali... 
this ſhall make it excellent, At the fame tin in 
he put two-drops of his elixir in. my bor... 
which rendered. my wine more delicious hon. 
the. moſt exquitite that is drank in Spain. 3 
Any thing wonderful. ſtrikes the imaging... 
tion; and when that is once touched, 0. 4. 
makes no more ule of one's judgment. Chart m 
ed with ſuch a ſine ſecret, and being perſui con 
ded. that he muſt be more than a devil to Mini 
maſter of ſuch an art, I cried. out, full of Mitch 
miration, O my father, I beg. your pardo re 
for taking you at firſt for an old fool. I 50 7 
do juſtice to your great capacity, I have od 
Neu 
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I \zed of ſeeing any more, to be convinced, that, 
Vous pleaſed, you could make an ingot of 
SI of a bar of iron. How happy ſhould I 
Sc if ] were poſſeſſed of ſuch an admirable 
licace. Heaven preſerve you from it!“ cried 
= old man, fetching a deep figh. © You do 
ot know, my ſon, what a dangerous thing 
ou have wiſhed. Inſtead of envying me, 
ou ought rather to pity me for having taken 
WD much pains to make myſelf miſerable. I 
In in a continual diſquiet. I am afraid of be- 
WW; diſcovered, and of having a perpetual pri- 
=D: for the reward of my labour. Full of 
Vcc apprehenſions, Ilead a rambling life, diſ- 
uid ſometimes like a prieſt or friar, and 
metimes like a cavalier, or peaſant, Is it 
en an advantage how to make gold at that 
Brice? And are not riches a real puniſhment 
WD thoſe who cannot enjoy them quietly ?” 
WW © Theſe ſentiments appear to me very rea- 
Woable,” replied I to the philoſopher ; no- 
mW ing is to be compared to a quiet life; you 
ve given me a diſguſt to the philoſopher's 
Son ; I will ſatisfy myſelf with learning from 
o what will befal me.” „ With all my 
0cart, child,“ anſwered he; © I have already 
ade obſervations upon your features, now 
00S: me ſee your hand,” I thewed it him with 
confidence that will do me no honour in the 
> Pinion of ſome readers. He examined it 
lich attention; after which he ſaid in a rap- 
re, What tranfitions are here from ſor- 
noh to joy, and from joy to ſorrow ! What 
odd ſucceſſion of diſgraces, and good for- 
New tune! 
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tune! But you have already experienced greif ; 
part of theſe alternatives: you have no mor 
misfortunes to undergo, and a nobleman vill 
provide you an agreeable ſettlement, that wil 
not be liable to change.” . 

Having aſſured me that I might rely up 
this prediction, he took his leave, and wen 
out of the eating-houſe, where I ſtaid behin 
very full of what I had juſt been hearing. 
did not at all doubt but the Marquis de Mari 
alva was the nobleman mentioned; and cou 
ſequently, nothing ſeemed more probable thai 
the accompliſhment of the oracle. But thou 
I had not ſeen the leaſt appearance of it, il 
would not have hindered my giving an entin 
credit to the counterfeit monk, he had gain 
ſo much authority over me by his elixir. Ol 


the other hand, that I might forward " 7 
good fortune that was foretold me, as mud : ry 
as lay in my power, I reſolved to be more Me: 
ligent in my attendance on the Marquis, en 
J had ever been to any of my maſters, HY h. 
ving taken this reſolution, I retired to our h oe. 
tel with a gaiety not to be expreſſed, ne o 
did any woman go away better ſatisfied fro lat 
@ fortune: teller. th 
| C's 

X. r b 

Of the commiſſion the Marquis de Maria Id 
gave to Gil Blas, and haw that faithful | be 
cretary diſcharged it. 3, 
HE Marquis was not yet come bid oth 
from his actreſs, and I found his val en: 
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e chambre in his apartment playing at prime- 
in expectation of his return. I got ac- 
i vainted with them, and we diverted ourſelves 
ud laughing till two in the morning, when 
Nur maſter came home. He was a little ſur- 
WF i{cd at the fight of me, and ſaid with a gra- 
MS ous air, which made me judge that he was 
ory well ſatisfied with his ſpending the even- 
go: © How, Gil Blas, are not you in bed 
t?” I anſwered, that I was willing firſt to 
now whether he had any commands for me. 
[ ſhall, perhaps, have a commiſſion for you 
morrow morning,” replied he; “but it 
in be time enough then to inform you of it: 
to reſt; and, for the future, remember 
at I diſpenſe with your attendance at night; 
only want my valets de chambre.“ 
After this information (with which I was 
ry well pleaſed at the bottom, as it ſpared 
ea ſubjection which would ſometimes have 
Deca diſagreeable to me) I left the Marquis 
his apartment, and withdrew to my garret. 
vent to bed; but not being able to fleep, I 
Wolved to follow the counſel of Pythagoras, 
lat is, to recollect at night what one has done 
the day, in order to applaud one's ſelf for 
e's good actions, and reproach ourſelves for 
r bad ones. 
I did not find my conſcience clear enough 
be ſatisfied with my conduct. I diſappro- 


1 

9 d my having ſeconded Laura's impoſture. 
was in vain for me to excuſe myſelf by ſay- 

* g that I could not handſomely give a wo- 

Vale 


an the lie, whoſe only deſign was to do me 
f ſervice, 
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ſervice, and that I was, in ſome ſort, under 1 
neceſſity of being an accomplice in her tres 2 1 
chery. Not being contented with this excuſsM 
I anſwered, that then I ought not to ha 3 
puſhed matters farther, and that I muſt be if 
ry impudent to live with a nobleman who 
confidence I repaid ſo ill. In ſhort, after i 4 
ſtrict examination, Iagreed with myſelf, u 
if I was not a rogue, I did not want much off 
It. TE | 


From thence going on to the „ 
I repreſented to myſelf that I ran a great hy 
zard, in impoſing upon a man of quality, wh 
might perhaps, for my fins, not be long be 
fore he found out the cheat. Such a A 
reflection put me under ſome apprehenſions 
but the idcas of pleaſure and intereſt fog 
diſperſed them : — Ste the prophecy of m 
elixir merchant was ſufficient to encoura 
me. I delivered myſelf, therefore, up to! 
greeable fancies. I ſet myſelf about caſting 
up how much my wages would amount to 
ten years ſervice. To this I added the prelſenif 
I ſhould receive from my maſter, and recko 
ing them up according to his liberal tempe 
or rather to my delire, I gave ſuch a careert 
my imagination, it I may ſo expreſs mylel 
as ſet no bounds fo my good fortune, 
much riches lulled me to reſt by little an 
Little, and I went to fleep, building caſtles | 
the air. 
I got up the next morning by eight o'clod 
to receive my patron's orders ; but as I ope 
ed my door to go out, I was very. much {u 
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WS cd to ſee him before me in his night-gown 
cap. He was all alone. Gil Blas,” 
IF he, „I promiſed your ſiſter laſt night, 
en left her, that TI would be with her this 
Yrning ; but ſome buſineſs of conſequence 
vents me keeping my word. Go and tell 


from me, tha: I am very ſorry for this diſ- 
WS 0incment, and aſſure her, that I will ſup 
I ber again to-night. This is not all,” 

liiaucd he, putting into my hand a purſe 
na little ſhagreen box ſet with diamonds, 
carry her my picture, and keep this purſe, 
rein there are fifty piſtoles, which I give 
be as a teſtimony of the kindneſs I already 
oe for you.” I took the picture with one 
o ed, and with the other the purſe I ſo little 
oo erved ; and running inftantly to Laura, I 


to myſelf in a tranſport of joy, Well, 
W prophecy is fulfilled viſibly. How fortu- 
e is it to be brother to a handſome and gal- 
Wt girl! It is a pity it is not as honourable 
eis profitable and agreeable.” 
aura, contrary to the cuſtom of perſons of 
* profeſſion, uſed to rife early in the morn» 
I ſurpriſed her at her toilet, where, in 
er ectation of her Portugueſe, ſhe was ſetting 
her natural beauty with all the auxiliary 
rms that the art of a coquette could lend 
* Amiable Eftella,” ſaid I on my en- 
es Ding the room, the load- tone of foreign- 
may now take the liberty of eating with 
loc maſter, ſince he has honoured me with a 
nmiſhon which gives me that privilege, 
| which I am now come to diſcharge. He 
/OL, III. G cannot 
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cannot be fo happy as to viſit you this moni 
ing, as he propoſed; but, to make amends, i 
will ſup with you to-vight, and he has fe : | 
you his picture, which ſeems to me to han 
tomething very comfortable in it.” 1 
Hereupon I immediately preſented her H 
box, the luſtre of whoſe diamonds infini 
Tejoiced her. She opened it, and having bull 


it, after looking carcle(sly upon the paintin 


the returned to — jewels. She extolled tha 
beauty, and ſaid to me 1milling, ** Theſe aw 
copies which we players love better than 
originals,” 7 
I informed her afterwards, that the gent 
rous Portugueſe, on delivering me the pictu 
had preſented me with a purſe of fifty guinea 
«© ; congratulate you upon it,“ replied {it 
This nobleman begins at a rate that othe 
ſeldom arrive at.“ Ir is to you, my char 
er,” faid I, © that I owe this preſent; d 
Marquis only gave it me on account of no 
being youg brother.” * I wiſh,” replied lb 
that he would make you the ſame ere 
day. I cannot expreſs how dear you are 
me The firſt minute I ſaw you, I concen 
fuch a value for you, that time has not be 
able to efface. When I loſt you at Madrid, 
did not deſpair of finding you again; all 
yeſterday, when you came, I received you 
A man that muſt necefſarily return to me, 
ſhort, friend. Heaven has deſtined us for dl 
another. You ſhall be my huſband, but 
muſt firſt get money, I will have three 


{08 


Nur intrigues more to enable you to live at 
ur caſe.” | 
l thanked her very politely for the pains 
De was ſo willing to take for me; and we en- 
WW ocd inſenſibly in a diſcourſe that held till 
on. Thea I took my leave, in order to. 
Nee my maſter an account how his preſent 
Wd been received. Although Laura had gi- 
Wn mc no inſtructions thereupon, I did not 
Wil to ſtudy a fine compliment by the way, 
Which I propoſed to make in her name; but 
vas ſo much time loſt, For when I got to 
Wc houſe, they told me that the Marquis was 
ſt gone out; and it was determined that L 
Would ſee him no more; as will be ſeen in 
Wc next chapter, 


GA 


the news which Gil Blas heard, and how it 
thunderfiruck him, 


Went to my eating-houſe, where I met 

two men of an agreeable converſation, 
th whom I dined, and fat at table till play- 
e, when we parted, they to go about their 
ſpective buſineſs, and I to the theatre. It 
ay de obſerved. en paſſant, that I had all the 
aſon in the world to be in goo.. humour: the 
(courſe I had with theſe cavaliers was full of 
ety ; the aſpect of my fortune was the moſt 
omiſing in the world; and yet, nevertheleſs, 
could not forbear giving way to melancholy, 
tout knowing why, or being able to reſiſt 
2 ; its 
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cordingly; if you are not really Eſtella's bt 
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it. Undoubtedly, I had a foreſight of the mi I 


fortune that threatened me. 3 

Upon my going behind the bean Mal 
chior Zapata coming up to me, whiſpered u 
to follow him. I did ſo, and he carried n 
into a private part of the houſe, where 
ipoke to me after this manner. Sign 
Cavalier, I think it my duty to inform you 
ſomething of great importance. You kno 
that the Marquis de Marialva took at firſt 
liking to Narcifla my ſpouſe. He had e 
appointed a day to come and eat of my ni 
when the artful Eſtella found the means 
break off the engagement, and draw the Py 
tugueſe to her. You may well judge, that 
actreſs does not loſe ſo fine a morſe] withontf 
ſenſible diſpleaſure. This ſticks in my wilt 
ſtomach, and there is nothing the would n 
do to. be revenged. She has now a fine 9 
portunity. Laft night, if you remember,! 
our waiters ran to ſee you. The under-ſnut 
of ihe candles ſaid to ſome of our - compat 
that he knew you, and that you are not 
the leaſt Eſtella's brother.“ 

“This report,“ continued Melchior, 
now come to the ears of Narciſſa, who d 
not fail to aſk the author, who. confirmed 
He knew you, as he ſays, ſervant to Arfſenl 
at the ſame time that Eſtella waited. on her 
Madrid, under the name of Laura. My ſpout 
charmed with this diſcovery, will acquaint l 
Marquis de Marialva with it, who will be 
night at the play. Take your meaſures i 
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er, 1 adviſe you, as a 6 on account of 
r former acquaintance, to provide for your 
iy. Narciſſa, who demands but one vic- 
, has allowed me to give you this ire 2rma- 
a, that you may, by your peedy flight, 

event ſome unlucky accident.“ 
It would have been to no purpoſe to have 
1d me any more, I thanked the player for 
s intelligence, letting him ſce, by my terror, 
at | was not a man that would give the 
der candle-ſnuffer the lie. I did not find. 
4 yiclt at all diſpoſed to carry my impudence 
far. I was not even tempted to take my 
oe of Laura, for fear ſhe thould draw me 
to pay for my preſumption, I eaſily con- 
ved, that ſhe was actreſs good enough to 
tricate herſelf from ſuch a falſe ſtep but I. 
Wuld foreſee nothing bur an infallible punith»- 
Went for myſelf; and I was not amorous e- 
MDugh to brave it: For this reafon, thought 
nothing but how to fave. myſelf with my 
s, penates I mean, with my things. I 
Woithed from the playhouſe in a moment,, 
d in lets than the twinkling of an eye, I had 
cloakbag carried to a muleteer's, who was. 
ſet out the next morning at three o'clock. 
r Toledo, I could have: wiſhed to have 
en already at the Count de Polan's, whoſe 
duſe ſeemed. to me the only place of refuge 
Were 1 could be fate. But I was not yet 
ere, and I could not, without. uneaiinets,. 
ink upon the time I was forced to paſs in a 
y where I was apprehenſive that they would 

rch for me that very night, 
G 3 However,, 
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However, I went to ſup at my eating-houſ\f 
though I was in as much trouble as a debtor 
who knows the ſerjeants are at his heck 
What J ate that night, L believe, did not po 
duce an excellent chyle in my ſtomach. My: 
ſerable ſport of fear that I was, I examine 
all the perſons that entered the hall: ah 
when, unluckily, there came any ill-lookeif@vi 
fellows, (which is not uncommon in tho 
places,) I ſhuddered with fear. Having ſu 
ped in continual alarms,. F roſe from table 
and returned to my. mule-driver's, where 
threw myſelf down upon ſome. clean ftraviif 
till the time of my departure. ; 
My patience was put to a very. ſevere trill 
during that time. A thouſand difagreealliff 
thoughts came to torment me If, at any tin 
I dropped afleep, | imagined I ſaw the furioi# 
Marquis falling upon Laura, mangling hall 
pretty face, and breaking all her furniture lf 
pieces; or elſe I thought F heard: him ord: 
ing his ſervants to eudgel me to death, He 
upon I ſtarted out of my ſleep; and my v 
king, which is generally ſo agreeable aft 
a frightful dream, was yet more dreadful | 
me than my flumbers. | 
By good luck the muleteer came to free n 
from my pain, by telling me that his mul 
were ready. I immediately got up, and, that 
Heaven. I ſct out thoroughly cured: both 
Laura and chiromancy. In proportion as! 
got farther from Grenada, my. mind. becail 
more compoſed I began to diſcourſe with 
muleteer. I laughed at ſome pleaſant ſtor 
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ec told me, and loſt inſenſibly all my appre- 
eaſions. I ſlept very quietly at Ubeda, where 
ee. took up our firſt night's lodging, and the 
urch we reached Toledo. My firſt care 
as, to inquire after the Count de Polan's 
ouſe, whither I went, fully perſuaded. that he 
ould not ſuffer me to lodge any where but 
ich him. But I reckoned without my hoſt; 
or I only found the houſekeeper, who told 
De that his maſter had ſer. out the night be- 
Wore for the caſtle of Leyva, whence he had 
een informed that Seraphina was. dangerouſ- 

ill. 
f 1 I had never dreamed of the Count's abſence, 


45> 


Wt diminiſhed my joy. for being at Toledo, 
N ng myſelf ſo near Madrid, I determined to ge 


: ere. I reflected that E might puſh my for- 
ouc at court, where, as I had been told, a 
WE rcat genius was not abſolutely neceſſary to 
Wdvance one's ſelf, The next morning I took 
Wc opportunity of a returned. horſe, to go to 
What capital of Spain, Fortune conducted me 
Whither, in order to my acting parts of great- 
r conſequence than ever I had yet played. 


H. A P. 


2 I 

* il Blas goes to lodge in a houſe ready: furniſbed, 
15 where he gets. acquainted with Capt. Chin- 
J chilla ; what fort of a man that officer was, 
A and what buſineſs brought him tn Madrid. 

h 088 A s ſoon. as I got to Madrid, I took up my 
ol lodging in a ready-furniſhed hovſe, 


where, 


nd made me take another reſolution. Find 
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o THE HISTORY Book vn 


where, amongſt others, there lived an olf 
captain, who was come from the fartheſt end 
of New Caſtile, to ſolicit a penſion from the 
court, which he thought he had deſerved but 
too well; his name was Don Hannibal de Chin. if 
ehilla. It was not without ſurpriſe that I be. 
held him the firſt time, He was a man of 
threeſcore, of a giant's ſize, and prodigioul: 
ly lean. He wore a pair of thick whiſkers, 
which ran winding up on both fades to his 
temples. Beſides his having but one leg and 
one arm, he had one eye covered with a piect 


of green taffety, and his face ſeemed flaſhed 


in ſeveral places. This excepted, he was made 
like another man. Beſides, he did not want 
for wit, and yet leſs for gravity. He cavrviel 


his morals even to ſcrupulouſneſs, and valued 
himſclf, above all, on being delicate in point 
of honour. | 

After having converſed with him. twiee or 


thrice, he did me the favour to make me his 
confident. I ſoon became acquainted with al 


His affairs. He told me in what engagements 


he had loſt an eye at Naples, an arm in Lon 


bardy, and a leg in the Low Countries, Wh 
I admired in all the accounts he gave me o 
his battles and ſieges, was, that he did. not kt 
flip one vain-glorious- expreſſion, not on 


word in his own praiſe ; though I could wi 


lingly have forgiven his bragging of that hal 


of him which was left, to make him amenG 


for the loſs of the other. The officers who 
return ſafe and ſound from the wars, are nd! 


But 
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But he told me, that what lay moſt upon 
is ſpirits, was his having ſpent a conſiderable 
come in his campaigns, ſo that he had no 
longer any more than a hundred ducats a-year 
Neft, which was hardly ſufficient to keep his 
wſtachios in order, pay for his lodging, and 
Whe writing his petitions, *© For, in ſhort, 
Pignior Cavalier,” continued he, ſhrugging 
p his ſhoulders, © I prefent them, thank 
God, every day, without the leaſt notice be- 
ing taken of them. One would ſwear, that 
E wager had been laid between the firſt mini- 
ſter and me; and that it was, which of us 
wo ſhould be firſt tired, I of giving, or he of 
receiving them, I have alſo had the honour 
df preſenting ſome frequently to the King; 
ut like man like maſter, and all this time 
y caſtle at Chinchilla falis to ruin for want 
bot repairs,” | 
One muſt deſpair of nothing,” replied I 
to the Captain, “ perhaps you are upon the 


* 0 8989ꝙ3ꝙ . — 


with intereſt,” *© I ought not to flatter my- 
felt with ſuch hopes,” anſwered Don Hanni- 
al. „It is not three days ſince I ſpoke to 
one of the prime miniſter's ſecretaries, and, if 
| believe his words, I have nothing to do but 
o fit down contented.” * What did he ſay to 
you then, Signior?“ replied I, Did not the 
ondition to which you are reduced ſeem to 
um worthy of a recompenſe ?” “ You ſhall 
e judge,” anſwered Chinchilla. The ſecre- 
ary told me plainly, ** Good Gentleman, do 
not 


point of ſceing your labour and pains repaid - 


_ - 
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not brag ſo much of your zeal and your fide. 
You have done but your duty in expo. 
fing yourſelf to dangers for your county, 
The glory alone that is inſeparable from gren 


actions, is a ſufficient payment for them, and MF 


ought to ſatisfy, eſpecially one that is a Sp: 
niard. You mult be undeceived therefore, 
if you look upon the gratuity, for which you 
ſolicit, as a debt. If it ſhould be granted 
you, you will ſtand indebted for it only to the 
King's goodneſs, who is willing to think hin 
ſelf obliged to ſuch of his ſubjects who hart 
ſerved the ſtate well.” * You ſee by this" 
continued the Captain, “that the other half 
of me is ſtill in arrears to my country, and 
that I am very likely to return as I came.” I 
It is natural to concern one's ſelf for a brare 

man whom one ſees ſuffer. I exhorted hin 
to hold out, and offered to tranſcribe his pe. 
titions gratis, I even went fo far as to open 
him my purſe, and conjure him to take out 
what money he pleaſed. But he was not one 
of thoſe who do not want to be aſked twice 
on ſuch an occaſion, On the contrary, ſhew: 
ing himſelf very nice on that ſubject, be 
thanked me with ſome haughtineſs for ny 
good-will. After this he told me, that, becault 
he would not be chargeable to any one, he 
had uſed himſelf by degrees to live ſo tempt: 
rately, that the leaft food would ſerve him for 
his ſubſiſtence. This was but too true; he 
lived only upon ſcallions and onions ; accot 
dingly, he had nothing but ſkin and bone; 
and that nobody might be a witneſs - in 

ans 
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ard fare, he generally locked himfelf in 
\is chamber at meal- time. However I did 
Prerail upon him by repeated vntreaties that 
re might dine and tup together; and decei-. 
ing his pride by an ingenious compaſſion, I 
ad a great deal of more meat and wine brought 
han was neceflary tor myſelf only. At firſt 
De would have excuſed himſelf by compli- 
ents; but at laſt he was overcome by 
mportunity. After which, growing inſenſibly 
ore hardy, he helped me to empty my diſh, 
ind drink off my bottle of his own accord. 
When he had taken off four or five glaſſes, 
nd reconciled his ſtomach to a good nourith- 
nent; © Indeed,” ſaid he Mah a gay air; 
, Signior Gil Blas, you are very feducing ; 
Jou make me do jutt as you pleaſe. You 
ave ſuch a way, that you even make me ba- 
th all fear of impoſing upon your good na- 
ure“ My captain ſeemed then to have fo 
zuch conquered his modeſty, that if I had 
gain pretied him to have accepted of my 
. believe he would not have refuſed 
but I did not put him any more to that 
wy I contented mytelf with having made 
im my meſs-mate, and taking the pains, not 
dnly to tranſcribe his petitions, but even t6 
zelp to compoſe them. By having ſo often 
opied the homilies over fair, I had learned to 
ze a phraſe a good turn, I was become a 
ind of author. On the other hand, the old 
iicer valued himſelf upon writing a fine 
yie. So that, ſtriving each to outvie the o- 
er, we made pieces of cloquence not un- 
wor thy 
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oſterity will know, as well as we, that Vir- 
reccived from that emperor almoſt two 
nared thouſand crowns, | 
W Whatever I could ſay to Don Hannibal, 
Je ſoanct lay like lead upon his ſtomach ; 

Wi not being able to digeſt it, he reſolved o 
dandon all. However, to make his laſt puſh, 
would preſent one more petition to the 
uke of Lerma. With this intent, we went 
th to the prime miniſter's, where we met 
ch a young fellow, who (after having ſalu- 
the Captain) ſaid to him in an affectionate 
„ My dear old maſter, is it you that I 
What buſineſs has brought you to his 
cellency's ? If you ſtand in need of a perſon: 
o has {ome credit here, make uſe of me; I 
er you my ſervice,” © How, Pedrillo,” re- 
ed the officer, „to hear you, one would 
nk that you had ſome poſt of importance in 
s houſe. At leaſt,” anſwered the young 
low, “ J have intereſt enough to do an ho- 
t Hidalgo like you a pleaſure.” If it be 
' replied the Captain with a ſmile, I will 
e recourſe to your protection.“ © I] grant 
jou,” ſaid Pedrillo. “ You need only tell 
the butineſs in hand, and I promiſe to ob- 
ſomething for you of the prime miniiter,”* 
e had no ſooner ſatisfied this obliging 
no fellow, but he aſked where Don Han- 
al lodged ; then having aſſured us that we 
ud hear from him the next day, he va-. 
cd without informing us what he intend- 
o do, or even telling vs whether he was 
meſtic to the Duke of Lerma, I was de- 
ol. III. H ſirous 


— 
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ſirous to know who this Pedrillo was, thai 
ſeemed to me ſo diligent. © He is a young 
fellow,” replied the Captain, who ſerye 
me ſome, years ago, and finding my circun: 
ſtances fell to decay, left me, to look for; 
place of more profit. I do not take it ill d 
him; it is very natural to change for the he 
ter. He is an arch fellow who does not wan 
for wit, and is as intriguing as the dei 
But, in ſpite of all his ſkill, I do not depend 
much upon the zeal he has juſt expreſſed fir 
me.“ Perhaps, ſaid I, he may be uk 
ful to you; for inſtance, if he ſhould beloy 
to ſome of the Duke's principal officers, It 
may do you a ſervice. You are not ignorant 
that amongſt great perſons, every thing is cab 
ried by intrigues and cabals ; that they here 
domeſtics who govern them, and that the 
are governed in their turn by their footmen WW: 
The next morning we ſaw Pedrillo com 
to our lodgings, ** Gentlemen,” ſaid k 
if J did not explain myſelf yeſterday abo hat r 
the means I had to ſerve Captain Chinchilla, 
was becauſe we were not in a proper place Mnakes 
intruit you with ſuch a ſecret, Beſide 
was willing to ſee whether the thing was i 
ſible, before I opened myſelf to you, Kuo 
then that I am the favourite ſervant to Muſt e 
Rodriguez de Calderona, firſt ſecretary to erer d. 
Duke of Lerma. My maſter being very 
1ant, goes almoſt every night to fup will] 
nightingale of Arragon, whom he keeps 08h, 
cage near the court, She is a young git! ny 


Albarazin, one of the handſomeſt that 7 
| | kt 
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en. She has wit, and ſings to admiration, 
WA ccordingly, the is called Sennora Sirena. As 
carry her every morning a billet-doux, I 
ome now from ſeeing her. I propoſed to her 
o let Don Hannibal paſs for her uncle, and, 
ander colour of that, to engage her gallant to 
brotect him. She is very willing to under- 
le the matter; for, beſides the little advan- 
ae ſhe propoſes to herſelf from it, ſhe will 
e ovcrjoyed with being thought niece to a 
brave gentleman,” 

Signior de Chinchilla looked ſour at this- 
liſcourſe; he expreſſed a great averſion to 
being made an accomplice to a trick, and yet 
more to ſuffering a jilt to diſhonour him, by 
pretending to be of his family. He was not 
only ſhocked with reſpect to himſelf; he faw 
Whercin (to uſe that expreſſion) a retro- active 
gnominy which reflected back upon his an- 
eſtors. This delicacy ſeemed very unſeaſon- 
able to Pedrillo, who was diſpleaſed with it. 
Are you mad,” cried he, “to take it after 
hat manner? 'Fhis. is juſt the temper of you, 
youſpetty gentlemen, you have a vanity that 
akes you ridiculous. “ Signior Cavalier,” 
ontinued he, addreſſing himſelf to me, * are 
pot you ſurpriſed at the ſcruples that he 
makes? Good God ! is it at court that one 
mult examine things ſo nicely ! Under what- 
ver deſpicable ſhape fortune appears there, 
hey take care not to let her flip,” 

| applauded Pedrillo's ſpeech, and we both 
Wrangued the Captain ſo well, that we made 
* him 


N 
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him Sirena's uncle in ſpite of his tee rn 
When we had gained ib far upon his pri Ne 
we all three ſet ourſelves about writing a fut 
petition for the prime miniſter, which was Watt 
viewed, augmented, and corrected. 1 au. 
wards copied it over fair, and Pedrillo ear ive 
it to the Arragonian, who that very ni / 
gave it in, charge to Don Rodriguez, to wh, aiſe 
the repreſented the matter fo well, that the im, 
cretary, believing her really the Captau er 
niece, promiſed to make uſe of his intereſt Hd h 
him. A few days afterwards, we found M epli 
effects of this management. Pedrillo c 
back to our lodging with an air of triumpb eld 
+ Good news,” ſaid he to Chinchilla; Mo n 
King will make a diſtribution of command pe. 
ries, benefices, and penſions, when you w egue 
not be forgot. But I am ordered to demandi<y 4 
of you what preſent you think to make Siriign 
ma. As for me, I declare I will have nothig eur 
1 prefer the pleafyre of contributing to, tl hich 
bettering the fortune of my old maſter to om 
the gold in the world. The nymph of bu 
barazin is not of- the ſame temper. She is nder 
little upon the Jew, when ſhe is to do. a fe b Chi 
vice to her neighbour. She would take moni 
of her own father; judge whether ſhe woul The 
refuſe that of a pretended uncle.” pt ot 
* She need only name her demands,” ee er 
plied Don Hannibal. If ſhe defires ee t 
year a third of the penſion that is granted per 

I promiſe it her, and that ought to ſatisfy he penſi. 
if the whole revenues of his Catholic Machhpama 
were at ſtake,” © I ſhould very willing 2c 
vl ; 
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W cut to your word,” replied Don Rodriguez's. 


F lercury, I kaow very well that is facred ; 
| WM: you have to do with a little gipſy who is 


aturally very miſtruſttul. Beſides, the had 
uch rather, once for all, that you ſhould 
ie her two thirds down in ready money.” 
| And where the devil would ſhe. have me 
aiſe it?“ ſaid the officer, briſkly interrupting - 
im, does the believe me a. maney-bro-- 
cer? You muſt certainly not have inform 
d her of my circumſtances,” Pardon me, 
eplicd Pedrillo, “ the knows very, well that 
ou are as poor as Job. After what I have 
old her, ſhe cannot be ignorant of it. But 
lo not trouble yourſelf; I am a man fertile in- 
xpedicnts, I am acquainted with an old. 
ogue of a lawyer, who loves to lend his mo- 
ey at ten Per cent. You ſhall make him an 
fignation and ſecurity for the firſt year of 
our penſion, in conſideration of the ſame ſum 
hich you ſhall acknowledge to have recewed 
rom him, and which you ſhall actually have 
Il but the intereſt; As for-the ſecurity, the 
nder ſhall content himſelf with your caſtle - 
t Chinchilla, in the condition wherein it now 
Lou ſhall have no diſpute. about that.” 
The Captain proteſted that he. would ae- - 
pt of theſe propoſals, if he ſhould be fortu- 
te enough to have a ſhare. in the favours 
vat were to be diſtributed. next day. This 
appened accordingly ; he was gratitied with 
penſion of «three An piſtoles upon a 
dmmandery, As ſoon as ever he had heard 
is news, he gave all the ſecurity that was - 
: 6 2 demanded. 
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demanded of him, finiſhed: his little aff in 


ne 

and returned to New Caſtile with ſome piſtol Wc 
in his pocket, em 
ga 

CHAP. XIII: A 

Gil Blas meets with his dear friend Fabricio oi 
court, Great joy between them on both juni © 
Where they both went; and th curious om 2 
verſation they had together. K 
1 Had uſed myſelf to go every morning ro; 
the King's apartment, where I. ſpent MH :! 

or three hours in ſeeing the grandees come er 
and go out; they ſeeming to me there not whit! 
be ſurrounded. with that ſpleadour they epe 
elſewhere. derfe 
One day as I was walking and ſtruti y. 
about the lodgings, and making (as do a g 1 : 
many others) a very ſcurvy figure, I die le 
vered Fabricio whom I had left at Valladoi ho: 
in the governour of the hoſpital's ſerwa old 


What ſurpriſed. me was, that he conyerſed de v 
miliarly/ with the Duke de Medina Sidonl 
and the Marquis de Santa-Cruz, Theſe 


noblemen, as I thought, took pleaſure in iy w! 
diſcourſe; add to this, he was drefled Had b 
handſomely as a noble cavalier. nl 
« Am not I deceived ?” ſaid I to my iend 

« Is that the ſon of the barber Nunez ? I Wtion: 
1 ſome young courtier who reſenihe the 
im,” I did not retoain a long time in cl 
uncertainty ; the noblemen went. out, aud hamb 
accoſted Fabricio, who, knowing me. that aps, 
aute, took me by the hand, and having me ha 
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e thruſt through the crowd, to get out of 
Wc lodgings, © My dear Gil Blas,” faid he, 
embractng me, I am overjoyed tor ſee you 
gain, What are you doing at Madrid? Are 
ou in any place yet? Have you any poſt at 
Fourt? In what ſtate are your affairs? Give 
ee an account of all that has happened fince 
our precipitated departure from Valladolid.” 
© You aſk me a great many things at once, 
eplied I, © and we are not here in a place 
proper to recount adventures“ ou are 
che right,“ rejoined he; we ſhall be bet 
ramy lodgings. Come, F will carry yo 
Whither, It is not far from hence. F am in- 
Jependent, agreeably fettled, my furniture 
derfectly good; I live contented; and am 22 
dy, ſince I think myſelf to be ſo. 
I accepted his offer, and fuffered myſelf to 
de led by Fabricio, who made me ſtop before 
houſe that made a noble ſhow, where he 
old me he lived. We crofled a court, on one 
ide whereof was a great ſtair - caſe that carri- 
d up. to ſtately apartments, and on the other 
little pair of back-ſtairs, as dark as narrow, 
dy which we went up to the lodging which 
dad been ſo. much cried up. It conſiſted of 
nly one chamber, whereof my ingenious 
riend had made four, ſeparated-by deal par- 
tions. The firſt ſerved as an antechamber 
o the ſecond, where he lay; the third was 
us cloſet, and the laſt his kitchen. The 
hamber and ante- chamber were hung with 
Paps, and the furniture was an{werable to 
e hangings, It was a large bed of brocade 
5 very 


U 
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very much worn, ſome: old chairs of yell 
ſerge trimmed with a ſilk Grenada - fringe of 
the ſame colour, a table with gilt feet, cover 
with a leather that ſeemed to have been red, ar 

bordered with a copper fringe that was turn 
black through length of time, together with a 


ce 

ebony cupboard, adorned with figures coar b. 
ly carved. A little table ſerved in his cloth ts 
5 a bureau, and his library was compoſa ne 
of ſome books, with ſeveral bundles of papen ae 
which one might ſee diſpoſed upon ſheha e 
along the wall. His kitchen, which was le 
unſuitable to the reſt, conſiſted of earth o 
ware, and other neceſſary utenſils. ler 
Fabricio, having given me time to con oc 
der his apartment, ſaid to me, What o. 
you think of my houſe - keeping. and my lod at 
ing? Are not you charmed with.it ?” “lep 
faith,” replied I, ſmiling, “you muſt mea. 
nage your affairs very well at Madrid, to Had 
ſo well ſettled here; without doubt you havWirit 
ſome commiſſion.““ Heaven preſerve ne © 
from it!“ rejoined. he. The condition ! 
have choſen, is preferable to any employment. Wiz: 
A perſon of diſtinction, to whom this hot ith 
belongs, has given me a chamber therein, Wree 
whereof I have made four, which I beg vr 


Furniſhed as you ſce. I only. buſy myſelf „om. 
bout things wherein I take pleaſure, and ort 
feel no neceſſity.” * Explain yourſelf mom his 
clearly.” ſaid. I, interrupting him, © Jagow, 
only heighten my curiofity to know what lik 
vou lead.“ Well then,” - replied he, 
am going to ſatisfy you, I am oC oy 
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are commenced a wit; F write both in 
erſe and proſe; J am good at every_thing/” 
« You a favourite of Apollo !” faid I laugh- 
no: © That is what 1 could never have 
bought. I ſhould have been leſs furpriſed at 
ceing you any thing elſe. What charms 
ben have you found in the condition of po- 
ts? I ſhould have fancied that thoſe gentle- 
en were deſpiſed in civil life, and that they 
ad no ſettled ordinary.“ O fie!“ cried 
e in his turn, “* you ſpeak of thoſe miſera- 
le authors whoſe works are the refuſe of 
bookſellers and players. Ought one to won- 
ler if ſuch writers are not eſteemed? But the 
zood ones are upon @ better footing in the 
orld, And I may ſay, without vanity, that 
am of this number.“ I doubt it not,“ 
eplied I ; “you are a young fellow of a good 
leal of wit; what you compoſe cannot be 
dad, I only wonder how the fury of writing 
rſt poſſeſſed you.” St en 
* Your ſurpriſe is juſt,” rejoined Nunez:; 
I was ſo contented with my condition with. 
dignior Manuel Ordonnez, that I did not 
vith to change. But my genius riſing by de- 
frees, like that of Plautus, above ſubjection, 
wrote a comedy, which I had ated by the 
omedians at Valladolid. Though it was not 
rorth a ruſh, it met with great ſucceſs. By 
his I judged that the public was a good milch 
ow, that was eafily milked, This reflection, 
nd the eager deſire of writing ſome new 
pieces, made me quit the hoſpital; the love 
H poctry weaned- me from that of bes. 
7: ang 


94 THE HISTORY Book vn 
and I reſoved to go to Madrid, as being th 


centre of the  beaux-eſprits, to refine ny 
taſte there. Hereupon I afked my diſchary 
of the governour, who did not give it uy 
without regret, ſo great was his affection fo 
me.“ *© Fabricio,” ſaid he, © have you 1 
reaſon to be diſſatisfied with me?” „ Ng 
Sir,“ replied I, “you are the beſt of maſtery 
and I am ſenſibly affected with your gooduch 


But you know one mutt follow one's: ſtars. 1 4 
find myſelf born to immortaliſe my name . 
my witty productions.“ What a tcllon ge 
this!“ ſaid the good citizen. You are alrag 
-naturaliſed-in the hoſpital ; you are upon an 
foundation whence. the ſtewards are mat... 


and even ſometimes the governours. You vl 
quit the ſolid to run after trifles. So much 
worſe for thee, child.” 
The governour ſecing that he oppoſed g 
intention in vain, paid me my Wages, al 
made me a preſent of fifty ducats in acki 
ledgment of my ſervices. So.that with til 
and what I had ſcraped up in the little, col 
miſſions wherewith I had been inſtruſted, In 
in a condition, when I came to Madrid, 
put myſelf in a handſome figure; which 1008 ... 
though the writers of our nation do 
value themſelves. much upon their drek. 
ſoon became acquainted with Lopez de Ve 
Carpio, Miguel Cervantes de Saavedra, al 
other famous authors; but, preferable to ti 
great men, I choſe a young bachelor of Wl 
dova, the incomparable Don Lewis de 60 


gora, the fineſt genius that ever opal 1 
2 duc 


bliſhed in his lifetime; he ſatisfies himſelf 
ith reading them to his friends. What is 


En with the uncommon talent of ſucceeding 
all ſorts of poetry. But principally he ex- 


ot like Lucilius, a muddy river that carries 


hoſe clear ſtreams roll over a golden ſand.“ 
« You draw me,” ſaid I to Fabricio, © a 
ne picture of this bachelor; and I do not 
oubt but a perſon of ſuch merit has a great 
any detractors.“ *© All the authors,” re- 
lied he, „both good and bad, inveigh 
gainſt him. One ſays he loves bombaſt, 
uns, metaphors, and tranſpoſitions. Such 
a obſcurity, ſays another, runs through all 
is verſes, as was in thoſe which the Salian 
rieſts ſung in their proceſſions, which nobo- 
y underſtood, There are ſome, who even 
proach him with making ſome ſonnets or ro- 
ances, ſometimes comedies, ſometimes ſtan- 
as, Kc. as if he had extravagantly under- 
Aken to ſurpaſs the beſt writers in all kinds of 
betry. But all this jealous carping only loſes 
s force againſt a muſe, that is cheriſhed both 
the grandees and the multitude, 

It was under this able maſter that I ſerved 
y apprenticeſhip, and I dare venture to ſay 
a it is apparent by my writings, I have 
bibed fo much of his wit, that I have al- 
eady compoſed pieces which he would not be 
named to own, I go, after his example, to 
recite 
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ced. He is not willing his works ſhould be 


oft particular, is, that nature has endued 


Iss in ſatire, that is his maſter- piece. He is 


great deal of ſlime with it; he is the Tagus, 
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recite my labours in great houſes, where the 
receive me to admiration, and I meet with 
perſons who are not difficult. It is true I hat 
a good way of delivery, which does no Injury 
to my compoſitions, In ſhort, I am eſteem; 
ed by ſeveral noblemen ; eſpecially, I live with 
the Duke of Medina Sidonia, as Horace di 
with Mecznas. This,” continued Fabricig 
« is the way I commenced author. I hay 
no more to tell you. Now, Gil Blas, it is your 
turn to relate your adventures.” 1 
Then I aſſumed the diſcourſe, and pafſling 
over every indifferent circumſtance, I gay 
him the account he deſired, after which it 
was time to think of dinner. Hereupon he 
took ſome napkins ont of his ebony cup- 
board, together with bread, a piece of a roaf 
ſhoulder of mutton, and a bottle of excellent Hoa 
wine; and we both fat down to table with al 
the gaiety. of two friends who meet after 4ifocs 
long ſeparation. * You ſee,” ſaid he, ny 
free and independent life; I might, if I would, irc 
eat every day with perſons of quality ; but, 
beſides that the love of writing keeps me cf, His o. 
ten at home, I ain a little Ariſtippus, I can 
ſuit myſelf equally to the company of great Whict 
men, and to a retired life, to abundance, and if co 
frugality.” Thich 
We found the wine ſo good, that he wal 
forced to fetch another bottle out of his cup: 
board; and when the cheeſe came upon tht 
table, I told him that I ſhould be very glad ot 
ſee ſome of his productions. Immediately e no 


looked for a ſonnet amongſt his papers, my e tha 


— 
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read to me with an emphaſis, However, in 
ite of the charms of his delivery, I found 
e ſtyle ſo obſcure, that I could not compre- 
end any part of it. He perceived it. This 
Wane,” lays he, © does not ſeem very clear 
W you, does it?” I confeſſed that I could 
Wc withed for a little more clearneſs in the 
xpreſlions. Upon this he fell a-laughing at 
y expence, ** If this ſonnet,” replied he, 
is not intelligible, ſo much the better. A 
atural and ſimple ſtyle, is not agreeable to ſon- 
ets, odes, and other works that require the 
ibllime. All their merit confiits in their ob- 
urity, It is enough that the poet thinks he 
nderſtands himſelf.” * What, do you banter 
e, friend ? ' ſaid !, interrupting him. There 
uſt be good ſenſe, and a clearneſs of expreſ- 
0a in all poetry, of whatever nature it 
And it your incomparable Gongora 
bes not write more intelligibly than you, I 
uſt own to you, that the eſteem I had con- 
ived for him will be greatly diminiſhed, He 
a poet who at moſt can but impoſe upon 
is own age, Now let me ſee your proſe.” 

Hereupon Nunez ſhewed me a preface 
hich he intended (as he faid) for a collection 
f comedies that were in the preſs; after 
hich, he aſked me what I thought of it. I 
m no better ſatisfied,” replied I, © with your 
roſe than your verſe. Your ſonnet is but a 
velling bombaſt; and as for your preface, it is 
i! of far-fetched expreſſions, and words that 
re not warranted by the public, or (if I may 
© that term) of perplexed phraſes, In a word, 
Vol. III. 1 pour 
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your ſtyle is ſingular; the books of our good g 


ancient authors are not ſo written.” „pH 
ignoramus !” ſaid Fabricio: “ you do n« MW 
know that every proſo-writer who now afpira if 
at the reputation of a maſterly pen, affe4M 
this ſingularity of ſtyle, theſe out-of-the-wy z 
expreſſions that ſhock you, There are fi 
or {ix bold innovators of us, who have unde Ml 

taken to turn the language topſy-turvy. Ani 
we ſhall gain our point, an't pleaſe God, i 
ſpite of Lopez de Vega, Cervantes, and a 
the wits who cavil at our new way of ſpeak 
ing. We are ſeconded by a number of par 
tizans of diſtinction; we have even ſome d 
vines in our cabal. 
« After all,” continued he, * our defin 
is laudable, and, prejudice apart, we are mon 
to be valued than thoſe eaſy writers who ſpeak 
like the vulgar. I cannot imagine why þ 
many gentlemen eſteem them. It might & 
very well at Athens and Rome, where all tit 
world were confounded ; and that is the re 
fon why Socrates tells Alcibiades, that tf 
people are an excellent ſchoolmaſter, But a 
Madrid, we have a good and a bad cuſton} 
and our courtiers expreſs themſelves after a 
other manner than our citizens, You m 
believe me, in ſhort, our new ſtyle carries i 
day from that of our antagoniſts. I will fit 
you, by one touch, the difference between ti 
enteelneſs of our expreſſion, and the flatnil 
of theirs. For inſtance, they would fay 
ter an eaſy manner, Interludes ſet off 


comedy ;” whereas, we ſhould expreſs Ourſeln 
mo 
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ore reſinedly: “ Interludes are an embeliſh- 
ent to a comedy :” obſerve well that embel- 
ment. Do not you perceive the beauty, 

Je gracefulneſs, and the nobleneſs of it!“ 
W 1 interrupted” my. innovator, by a fit of 
oughter. Fabricio,” replied I, “ you are 
Wn original with your affected language.” 
And you,” rejoined he, are but a dunce 
ih your fluent ſtyle. Go,” continued he, 
Woplying to me the words of the Archbiſhop 
f Grenada, go to my treaſurer, Let him 
Wirc you a hundred ducats, and heaven guide 
ou with that ſum. Farewell, Monficur Gil 
plas, I with you a little better taſte,” I re- 
oubled my laughter at this flight ; and Fa- 
Pricio, forgiving my ſpeaking with irreverence 
f his writings, did not at all flag in his good 
umour. We finithed our ſecond bottle; af- 
er which we both roſe from the table, in a 
retty good cue, We went out with an in- 
ntion to walk in the prado; but paſſing by 
he door of a chocolate-houſe, we had a. fan- 
y to go in there. „ | 
This place was generally frequented - by 
ood company; and accordingly we ſaw in two 
eparate rooms, ſeveral cavaliers who were di- 
erting themſelves differently. In one, they 
cre playing at primero and cheſs; and in 
ne Other, ten or twelve perſons were very 
tentively liſtening to too profeſfed wits who 
ere diſputing, We had no need to go very 
ear them, to hear that their argument was 
pon a metaphyſical propofition ; for they 
oke with ſo much heat and paſſion, that 
e e 
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they looked like two that were poſſeſſed. 1 
believe that if one had put Eleazar's ring un, 
der their noſes, one ſhould have ſeen the 
devils come out at their noſtrils, ** Good 
ſaid I to my companion, „hat vivacity! 
what lungs ! theſe diſputants were born to h 
the public criers. Moſt part of the compan 
are forced to remove.“ Yes indeed,” ri 
plicd he, theſe men are certainly deſcende 
trom the race of Novius the Roman bank 
er, Whoſe voice could be heard above the 
noiſe of the carmen. But,” continued hg 
** what diſguſts me moſt in their diſcourſe, wi 
that our ears are deafened to no purpoſe, 
Hereupon we got at a diſtance from thoſe ro 
ing metaphyſicians, whereby I diverted a vi 
lent headach that was beginning to ſeize me, 
| We went and placed ourſelves in a corn 
of the other room, whence, whilſt we ven 
refreſhing ourſelves with cooling liquors, * 
ſet ourſelves to examine the cavaliers thi 
went out and in. Nunez knew almoſt all g 
them: * Good God,” cried he, ** the db 
pute of our philoſophers will not be yet ont 
Here come freſh reinforcements. Thoſe tim 
'that juſt entered will engage therein. Butd 
you ſee thoſe two originals that are going out 
That little ſwarthy lean perſon, whoſe lot 
lank hair hangs down in equal portions betul 
and behind, is called Don Julian de Villani 
He is a young lawyer, who ſets up for a p 
fellow. One of my friends and I went! 
other day to dine with him. We ſurpri 
him very ſingularly employed: he was * ret. 


es himſelf in his cloſet, by making a great 
eyhound fetch and carry the bags wherein 
ere the papers of a law-ſuit, whereof he is 
make the report, and which the dog tore 
pieces. The licentiate with the red face, 
Pho accompanies him, is named Don Cherubin: 
into He is a canon of the church of To- 
ao, the weakeſt wretch in the world. Never- 
eleſs, by his briſk lively air, you would take: 
Wim for a man of wit, He has a ſparkling eye, 
Pich a ſatirical malicious ſmile. One would: 
elieve that he was a man of bright thought. 
does any one read. a fine piece before him? 
Je liſtens. to it with an attention that, ſeems to. 
roceed from a good judgment, and neverthe- 
ſs he underſtands not a word of it. He was 
the lawyer's entertainment. A thouſand: 
Fright things. were ſaid there, a number of 
ſts broke; Don Cherubin ſpoke not a word, 
t he applauded them with ſuch a. deciſive: 
Wr, as ſeemed ſuperiour even to our brighteſt: 
allies.” | 
* Do you know,” ſaid. Ito Nunez, *© thoſe: 
„o flovens who are leaning with their el- 
dws upon a table, and whiipering in this: 
drner, breathing full in each other's faces?“ 
No,” replied he, * their faces are unknown 
me. But, according to all appearances,, 
ey are cottcehouſe-politic:ans,. who are cen- 
ring the government. Look upon that gen- 
el cavalier who walks whiſtling about the 
dom and ſtanding ſometimes upon one leg, 
metimes upon the other. It is Don Auſtin 
orcto, a young poet, who was not born without 
4 a 
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a talent, but has been rendered almoſt mad 
by the flattery of ignorant wretches, Thy 
man whom he accoſts is one of his brethen, 
who turns proſe into verſe, and is alſo a liule 
lunatic. 1 5 

«© What, yet more authors !” cried he 
ſhewing me two ſwordſmen who were enter. 
ing: it ſeems as if they had all appointed 
to come here, and paſs in review before you, 
The one is Don Bernard Deſſenguado, and 
the other Don Sebaſtian de Villa Vicioſa. The 
firſt is a man fall of gall, an author bor 
under the conſtellation of Saturn, a miſchie 
vous mortal, who takes a pleaſure in hatingal 
the world, and is himſelf not beloved by any 
one. As for Don Sebaſtian, he is an honel 
man, an author who will let nothing ly upon 


his conſcience. He has had a piece lately at 
ed at the playhouſe, which met with extri 
ordinary ſucceſs ; and he is going to print | 


that he may no longer impoſe upon the judg 
ment of the public. Se 
. Gongora's charitable pupil was preparing 
to explain to me the figure of the moving pic 
ture before our eyes, when a gentleman of tus 
Duke of Medina Sidonia came to interru 
him, by ſaying, ** Signior Don Fabricio, | 
was looking for you, to tell you that I 
Grace wants to ſp:ak with you. He expei 
vou at home.” Nunez knowing that ol 
cannot comply too ſoon with the defires of 
great man, quitted me that moment to go 


his Mecænas, leaving me in a great ſurpriſe 
hearin 


ae. 
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ai 
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$ gearing him called Don, and finding bim thus 
WE :nobled, in ſpite of Maſter Chryſoſtom the 
arber, his father. | 


oo CHAP. XIV. 


Fabricio places Gil Blas with Count Galiano, & 
Sicilian nobleman. 


r Had too great a curioſity to ſee Fabricio a- 
: gain, to fail of being with bim early the 
ext morning. Good morrow,” ſaid I at 
Wny entrance to Signior Don Fabricio, ** the 
lower, or rather the muſhroom of the A- 
urian nobility. At theſe words he burſt out 
laughing. What then,” cried he, you 
have oblerved that they called me Don?“ 
© Yes, my Gentleman,” replied I, “and you 
vill allow me to tell you, that, yeſterday, in 
ecounting your metamorphoſes, you forgot 
he beſt,” * I agree with you,” rejoined he; 
* but, upon my word, if I have aſſumed that 
itle, it was not ſo much to humour m 
dyn vanity, as to ſuit myſelf to that of 
dthers, You know the Spainards. They 
dave no manner of eſteem for an honeſt man, 
be has the misfortunte to want for birth and 
noney, I will ſay more, I fee fo many people, 
nd Heaven knows cf what fort, who ſtyle 
hemſelves Don Franciſco, Don Pedro, or Don 
hat you pleaſe, that, if there is not impo- 
ture in the cafe, you muſt agree that the rank 
jt nobility is very common, and that a ple- 
ein of merit does them honour when he 
eeigas to aſſume it, 

«« But 
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« But to change the ſubject,” continu 
he; © laſt night at ſupper at the Duke oi 


Medina Sidonia's, where among others wy 


Count Galiano a Sicilian nobleman of the if 


firſt rank, the diſcourſe turned upon the 


ridiculous effects that are produced by (6 5 


love. Being charmed with the opportuniy 
of entertaining the company thereupon, | 
diverted them with the hiſtory of the homilie, 
You may well think that your archbiſhop wa 
handfomely rallied. on all fides, which did nt 


prove unlucky for you; for you was piticch 


and Count Galiano, after having aſked me 1 
number of queſtions about you, to which yat 
may imagine I made ſuitable anſwers, has or 
dered me to bring you to him. I was jul 
coming to ſee you for that purpoſe, Un 
doubtedly, he intends to offer you to be one d 
his ſecretaries, I would not have you refuk 
that proffer; for the Count is rich, and live 
at Madrid like an ambaſſador. Ir is faid thi 
he is come to court to confer with the Duk 
of Lerma about ſome crown lands which thi 
miniſter intends. to alienate in Sicily, I 
ſhort, Count. Galiano, though a Sicilia 
ſeems generous, and full. of candour and i- 
tegrity. You cannot do better than to ma 
your court ta this nobleman, He is probaly 
the perſon who is to enrich you, according 
the prophecy at Grenada.“ 


« T was reſolved,” replied I to Nun 


et to have rambled a little, and have taken i 
pleaſure, before I ſettled: again in a fervict; 
but the picture you. have drawn of this Sict 
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=. Count makes me change. my mind. I 
ia! were already with him.“ “ That thou 
at preſently,” rejoined he, “or Lam much 
ictaken.“ At the ſame time, we both went 
f raight to the Count's, who lodged in the“ 
oufe of Don Sanchez d' Avila his friend, who 
Jas then in the country. | 
On entering the court, we found a number 
If pages and footmen in a rich well-fancied 
Prery, and in the antechamber, ſeveral gentle- 
en of the horſe, gentlemen, and other of- 
cers. They were all magnificently clothed, 
Nut with that had ſuch uncouth faces, that 
chought I ſaw a company of apes in a Spa- 
With dreſs. There are men and women of 
ch a make that no art will mend them. 
They carried in word that Don Fabricio 
Fas there; upon which he was introduced in 
minute into the chamber, where I followed 
im. The Count was in his nightgown, fit- 
ing upon a ſopha, and drinking chocolate. 
Ve ſaluted him with all manner of demon- 
Frations of a profound reſpect; and he, on 
is fide, bowed his head, with ſuch a gra- 
ous look, that I immediately found he had 
on my heart; the admirable and yet uſual 
ffect that a favourable reception from a great 
an produces, They muſt give us but a very 
vol welcome when they diſpleaſe us. ; 
Having drunk his chocolate, he diverted 
inſelf ſometime with playing with a large 
pe that was by him, and was called Cupid. 
cannot imagine why. the name of that god 
as given to that animal; unkſs it was be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe he was full as malicious; for he did ny 
reſemble him a jot in any other reſpect. How 
ever, ſuch as he was, his maſter took grey 
- pleaſure in him, and was ſo charmed with hy 
pretty tricks, that he had him continually i 
his arms, Though Nunez and I were hy 
little diverted with the ape's gambols, we pre 
tended to be raviſhed with them. This wa 
very agreeable to the Sicilian, who ſuſpend 
for a while the pleaſure he took in this paſting if 
to tell me, Friend, it ſhall. be your om 
fault if you are not one of my ſecretaries, I 
you like the offer, I will give you two hun 
dred piſtoles a-year : it is enough that Da 
_ - Fabricio preſents you, and anſwers for you! 
«© Yes, my Lord,” cried Nunez, © I a 
bolder than Plato, who durſt not be anſyer 
able for one of his friends whom he ſent y 
Dionyſius the tyrant. I am not afraid of d 
ſerving your reproaches.” | 
I thanked the Aſturian poet with a bow int 
his obliging confidence; then addrefling ny 
ſelf to my patron, I aflured him of my 24 
and fidelity. The nobleman no ſooner {af 
that this propoſal was accepted, than he order 
ed his compiroller to be called, and whiſpered 
him: after which he faid, Gil Blas, yl 
ſhall know preſently how I intend to empi 
you: in the mean while you have nothing if 
do but to follow my intendant, I have git 
him ſome orders relating to you. I obeſe 
leaving Fabricio with the Count and Cup 
The comptroller, who was a ſharp Mei 


neze, conducted me to his apartment, and 2 
| whelm 
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Jeimed me with civilities. Then he ſent 
r the taylor who had clothed all the family, 
Ja ordered him ſpeedily to make me a ſuit 
Ie the ſame magnificence with thoſe of the 
Nead officers.of the houſe, The taylor having 
ren my meaſure retired. © As for your 
aging,“ faid the Meſſineze, I know a 
amber that will fit you. But,” continued 
Je, have you breakfaſted?“ I anſwered, 
No.” „ Ah, poor fellow,” rejoined he, 
why did not you ſpeak ? Come, I will lead 
youto a place where, Heaven be thanked, 
one need only aſk and have,” . 

At theſe words he carried me down into the 
uttery, where we found the ſteward, a Nea- 
olitan, full as good as the Meſſineze. One 
ight ſay, of the comptroller and him, that 
ey were a complete pair. This honeſt 
teward was fitting, with five or ſix of his 
jends, who were cramming themſelves with 
ams, ncats-tongues, and other ſalt- victuals, 
hich obliged them to drink one glaſs after 
other. We joined theſe good-fellows, and 
lped them to diſpatch the Count's beſt 
ines. Whilſt things went thus in the but- 
ry, they were not much better in the kit- 
en: the cook was alſo entertaining three or 
zur citizens of his acquaintance, who did 
ot ſpare the wine any more than us, and 
ere gorging their ſtomachs with rabbit and 
artridge pics, Even the very ſcullions made 
jemſelves merry with what they could pilfer. 
thought I was in an houſe that was given 


up 
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up to be pillaged. Nevertheleſs this wav 
thing. I ſaw only trifles, in compariſon 
what I did not ſee. 


1-0 H A P. XV. 
07 the employment Gil Blas had in Count Gali 


no's houſe. 


1 Went out to fetch my things, and bf 
them brought to my new lodging. Wha 
J came back, the Count was at table wit 
ſeveral noblemen and poet Nunez, who {at 
and was waited upon with an eaſy air, and 
made one in the converſation. I even obſerved 
that he did not ſpeak one word but what ws 
"agreeable to the company, Well fare vi 
when a man is maſter of it, he may act wh 
part he pleaſes. 
As for me, I dined with the officers, wht 
-were treated almoſt like their maſter. Dinnt 
being over, I withdrew to my chamber, when 
J began to reflect upon my condition. * We 
Gil Blas,” ſaid I, „you are now with a 80 
Jan Count, with whoſe character you are i 
acquainted. To judge by appearances, you i 
live in clover. But I would not have jd 
' ſwear for any thing; and you ought to diſtnl 
your ſtars, whoſe malignity you have eſt 
rienced but too often, Beſides this, you 
ignorant what employment he .deſigns J 
He has already ſecretaries and a comprroliayy 
what ſervice then can you do him? With 
doubt he intends to make you his Merci 


fo much the better, one cannot be upon 
10 
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nore profitable footing with a nobleman, to 
ake one's fortune quickly. In more credit- 
le poſts one advances but flowly, neither 
Does one always hit the mark.“ 

Whilſt I was making ſuch fine reflections, 
footman came to tell me that all the cava- 
ers who had dined at our houſe were juſt 
one home, and the Count aſked for me, TI 
ew immediately to his apartment, where I 
hund him ſtretched out upon his ſopha, and 
ady to take his fieſto with the ape which 
as by him, | 

« Come hither, Gil Blas,” ſaid he, © take 
chair, and hearken to me.“ I did as he or- 
red, and he ſpoke after this manner. Don 
abricio has told me, that, amongſt other good 
alities, you are very affectionate to your 
aſters, and are a perſon of integrity, Theſe 
70 things made me reſolve to propoſe your 
ing with me. I want a ſervant who will be 
edded to my intereſts, and employ all his 
tention in preſerving my eſtate, I am rich 
deed, but my expences every year exceed m 
venues very much. And why? becauſe they 
b me, becauſe they plunder, me. I am in 
y houſe as in a wood beſet with thieves. I 
ſpect my comptroller and ſteward of having 
intelligence together; and, if I am not de- 
ved in my conjectures, that is more than 
ough to ruin me utterly, You will anſwer, 
it if | believe them rogues, I have nothing 
do but to difmifs them. But where ſhall I 
t others that are of a different nature? 1 
il be contented with having them both ob- 
VoL. III. K ſerved 
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ſerved by a man, who ſhall have power to o. 
verlook their conduct. And I have choſen 
you for that place, If you acquit yourſelf 
well of it, be aſſured you do not ſerve one 
that will be ungrateful. I will take care 90 
ſettle you very advantageoufly in Sicily.“ 
Having diſcourſed me thus, he ſent me + 
way; and that very night I was. proclaimet 
ſuperintendant of the houſe, before all the 
domeſtics, The Meſſineze and the Neapoli 
tan were not much mortified at firſt, becauſe 
they thought me a good companion, who 
would caſily compound with them; and they 
reckoned, that, by letting me go ſnacks, they 
might keep out at their old rate. But the 
found themſelves deviliſhly miſtaken the net 
day, when I declared that I was an utter e. 
nemy to any breach of truſt. I aſked the 
ſteward an account of the proviſions, I viſit 
ed the cellars, I alſo inquired into the ſtate 
of the buttery, I mean the plate and linen, 
After this I exhorted them both to be good 
managers of their maſter's money, to be fri- 
gal in their expences, and concluded my e. 
hortations, by proteſting, that I would inform 
the Count of all the extravagances that I ſhoull 
diſcover in his houſe. 

This was not all. I would have a ſpy t0 
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N | appoi 
find out if there was any ſecret underſtanding 0 
between them. In order to this, I fixed ny Bino 


eyes upon a ſcullion, who, ſuffering himleltu 
be won over by my promiſes, told me that! 
could not have pitched upon a more prope 


perſon, to be informed of all that paſſed ini 
hoe 
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_ ane He ſaid, that the comptroller and ſtew- 
ird were agreed together, and burned the 
Wecindie at both ends: that they every day con- 
eyed away half the victuals that were bought 
For the houſe : that the Neapolitan kept 7 
miſtreſs who lived overagainſt St. Thomas's 
Nollege, and that the Meſſineze had another 
at the Sun-gate : that theſe two ſparks ſent 
every day to their nymphs proviſion of all 
ſorts : that the cook, for his part, diſpatched 


the ſervices he did the two others, to whom 
he was entirely devoted, he diſpoſed, as well 
as them, of che wines in the cellar, In ſhort, 
that theſe three domeſtics were the occaſion 
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Count's, If you doubt my account,” adds the 
Ucullion, “ only take the trouble to meet me 


Thomas's gate; you will ſee me laden with a 
Jarge baſket that will quickly convince you of 
the truth.“ “ What,” replied I, © then it 
ſeems you are a factor to theſe gallant purvey- 
ors?” © I,” rejoined he, “ am employed by 
the ſteward, and one of my comrades does 
the meſſage of the comptroller.“ 

[ had the curioſity next day to go at the 


did not wait long for my ſpy. I ſaw him co- 
ming with a vaſt baſket full of butcher's meat, 
poultry, and wild-fowl. I took an inventory 
of each ſort, and drew up, upon my pocket- 
book, a little verbal caſe, after having bid 


good plates full to a widow of his acquaintance 
in the neighbourhood, and that, by virtue of 


of making ſuch a horrible expence at the 


to-morrow, at ſeven in the morning, near St. 


appointed hour to St. 'Thomas's college. I 


1 Mr. 


A 
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Cl 

Mr. Turnſpit diſcharge his commiſſion as u. e 
ſual. | | 
The Sicilian nobleman being naturally ver if E 
paſſionate, would, in his firſt tranſports hat me 
turned away both the Neapolitan and the Mel. ip 
ſineze; but having reflected better upon it, le to 
ſatisfied himſelf with diſmiſſing the latte, co 
whoſe place he gave me. Thus my poſt pr. 
ſuperintendant was ſuppreſſed a little after is Hof 
creation, and, to own freely, I did not re cx: 
gret it. It was, properly ſpeaking, but the anc 
employment of an honourable ſpy, a pla mir 
that had nothing ſolid in it. On the othe Muſt 
hand, being made Mr, Comptroller, I bon 
maſter of the ſtrong box, and that is the chit A 
thing. He is the domeſtic who has the firlt oſte 
rank in a great houſe ; and there are fo may 1 
little perquiſites annexed to his poſt, that EI fo 
, would become rich, even though he were era. 
honeſt man. Wtab!: 
My Neapolitan, who was not at the end hre 
his roguery, obſerving that I was paſſionate WWſurp 
ly zealous for my maſter, and that I reſohel but 
every morning to obſerve what meat En 
bought, and to keep a regiſter of it, left A ion, 
conveying any away; but the hang-dog c and 
tinued to take the fame quantity each day, M chat 
this trick, He increaſed the profits he habe v 
from the meat that came off the table, which H 
of right belonged to him; ſo that he was om 


leaſt enabled to ſend his miſtreſs good ſtore of 
proviſion ready dreſſed, though he could Woot: 
longer furniſh her with any raw. In ho! 


the cunning devil loſt nothing, and the Count 
| Wu 


el 


- 
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was not a jot the forwarder for having a phœ- 
nix of a comptroller. The exceflive profu- 
don with which I then ſaw each entertain- 
ment overcharged, made me immediately ſu- 
ſpect this new trick; and I as ſoon put a ſto» 
Ito it, by retrenching the ſuperfluities of cach 
courſe. However, I did this with ſo much 
prudence,. that it had not in the leaſt the air 
of parſimony. One would have ſworn. the 
extravagance had ſtill continued the. ſame ;- 
and yet, by this ceconomy, I confiderably di- 
minithed my, maſter's expences. This was 
juſt what he wanted; he would keep within 
bounds, and yet make a magnificent figure. 
Avarice was not. ſo predominant. in him as 
oſtentation. 

There was yet another abuſe to be reformed. 
found that the wine went very faſt, If, for 
example, twelve cavaliers were at the Count "= 
table, there would be fifty, and ſometimes. 
threeſcore flaiks diſpatched, This very much 
ſurpriſed me; and.not in the leaſt doubtiñ̃ 
but there was ſome cheat in it, I conſulted 
y oracle thereupon, that is to ſay, my ſcul- 
lion, with whom J often diſcourſed in private, 
nd who gave me a faithful account of all 
that was ſaid or done in the kitchen, where 
ae was ſuſpected by nobody. 

He informed me, that the waſte whereof I 
omplained, proceeded from a new combina-- 
ion between the ſteward, the cook, and the 
tootmen who filled out the wine: that the lat- 
ter carried back the bottles half full: which 
ere afterwards divided amongſt the cabal. 

K 3 Upon: 
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Upon this I reprimanded the footmen, u fo 
threatened to turn them out of doors, if they u 
ever ventured to do the ſame again, which id 
was enough to make them return to their dy. 
ty. As I carefully informed my maſter of Hut, 
leaſt thing I did for his advantage, he over. 
whelmed me with praiſes, and I ſeemed even 
day to be more and more in his. favour, G 
the other hand, to make the ſcullion ſome 4. 
mends for having done me ſuch good' ſervice 
I made him under- cook. | 

The Neapolitan was almoſt mad to find thy 
I met with him every way; and, what mort. 
fied him moſt, was the continual contradiction 
he was expoſed to every time he came to 
bring me his accounts. For, that I might cl 
bis wings the better, I took the pains to g 
to the markets to know the price of prot 
fions. $0 that after that, I ſaw through i 
his deſigns; and as he was always intent up 
on his. own profits, and for that purpoſe 
would have fixed his own exorbitant. price 
upon every thing, I reprimanded” him fevert 
ly, I was very well ſatisfied that he eurſel 
me a hundred times a-day; but the ground 
of his execrations made me not in the lea 
apprehenſive of their taking effect. I cannq 
imagine how he could bear with ſo many con 
tradictions, and not leave the Sicilian Counts 
fervice, Unqueftionably, he found his accou 
therein, in ſpite of my deductions, | 

As I faw Fabricio, from time to time, I i 
formed him of all my exploits, as Mr. Comp 


troller, ſuch as were before unheard "IN 
town 


erſu: 
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W 0nd him more inclined to blame my con- 
Wi, than approve it. Heaven grant,” 
id he to me one day, that, after all this, 
our diſintereſtedneſs be well recompenſed'; 
Nut, between you and me, if you were not quite 
> hard upon the ſteward, I believe it would 
ot be the worſe for you.” © What,” replied 
| * ſhall the thief in his accounts. impudent- 
7 rate a fiſh at ten piſtoles, which coſts him 
ut, four, and would you have me overlook. 
uch an article ? “ Why not?” retorted he 
oolly ; © He need only give you half the 
verplus, and then he will do things accor- 
ling to form, Upon my: life, friend,” con- 
inued he, ſhaking his head, “you are a 
ownright ſpoil-houſe ; and you are very like- 
to be a ſervant as long as you live, fince you 
on't ſtrike while the iron is hot. Know that 
ortune is like one of thoſe jilting fickle co- 
nettes, who ſlip. through the fingers of ſuch 
vers as do not uſe them roughly. | 
[ only laughed at Fabricio's- diſcourſe ; he 
ven laughed at it himſelf, and would have 
crſuaded me that he was not in earneſt, He 
as aſhamed of having given me ſuch bad 
ounſel to no purpoſe. I remained fixed in 
Wy) rcfolution - of being always faithful and 
ealous to my maſter, I did not degenerate:; 
nd I dare ſay, that by my frugality, in four 
nonths, I ſaved him at leaſt. three thouſand 
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CH AP, XVI. 


"Of the accident that happened to Count Galiangy 
.. ape : of that nodleman's concern for it, fly 
Gil Blas fell ſict, and the effefts of his ji 
neſs. | 


| 5 ih the expiration of that time, the qui 

of our hotel was ſtrangely difturhe 
by an accident that will perhaps. feem but! 
trifle to the reader, which however prong 
no laughing-matter to the domeſtics, and e 
-ſpecially to myſelf. Cupid, the ape befon 
mentioned, that favourite of our maſter; 
leaping one day from one window to another 
performed ſo ill, that he fell down into the 
court, and diſlocated a leg. The Count n 
ſooner knew of this misfortune, than he crit 
out loud enough to be heard by the neigh 
bourhood; and quarrelling with all his d 
meſtics in the exceſs of his grief, he was ith 
in an ace of turning us all out of doors, Hos 
ever, he confined his anger ſo far, as only i 
curſe our negligence, and rattle. us, witho 
keeping within any manner of: bounds. No 
only ſo, he ſent immediately for thoſe fur 
. geons who are the moſt ſkilful at Madrid 6 
— and luxations of bones. Theſe e me 
-amined the patient's leg, ſet it, and apple 
:a bandage. But although all of them afſure 
him there was no harm done, that did nfl 
hinder our maſter's retaining two of themi 
attend poor Pug, till he was quite well. 


L ſhould be to blame if I ſhould omit taking diſc 
notic 
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Duce of the Count's trouble and diſquiet all 
Wi. time. Would one believe that he ſearce 
irred all day from his dear Cupid ? He was 
ways preſent when he was drefled ; and 
E ould riſe twice or thrice in the night to ſee 
im, But the plague of all was, that all the 
Womeſtics, and eſpecially myſelf, were obli- 
ed to be always ready to run whenever it 
as thought proper for Pug's ſervice; in fine 
ere was no reſt in our houſe, till the curſed 
reature having quite forgotten its fall, be- 
an to play its tricks and gambols again, as 
ſual. After this, who will refuſe to give cre- 
it to Suetonius, when he fays that Caligula 
as ſo fond of his horſe, that he provided 
im a houſe richly furniſhed, with officers to 
erve him; and that he would even have 
ade him a conſul. My maſter was not leſs 
harmed with his Pug; he would willingly 
ave made him a corregidor. | | 
The worſt of all for me was, that I had ſur- 
afſed all the ſervants, that I might make my 
ourt the better to my Lord; and I had be- 
rred myſelf ſo violently for his Cupid, that 
fell ſick.” TI was ſeized with a high fever, 
nd my diſeaſe increaſed fo, that I loſt my 
oles, I am entirely ignorant what they did 
d me for the ſpace of a fortnight that I lay 
uctuating between life and death. I only 
now, that my youth ſtruggled ſo well with 
ee fever, and perhaps with the medicines 
nat were given me, that I at laſt recovered 
ly ſenſes. The firſt uſe I made of them was 
o diſcover that I was not in my own cham- 
| ber. 
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ber. I would have known the reaſon, ay 
accordingly, I aſked it of an old woman yh 
nurfed me? but the anſwered, that I muſt og 
ſpeak; that the doctor had expreſly forbidi 
When one is well, one generally laughs of 
theſe phyficians, Is one fick? one ſubailif 
tractably to their preſcriptions, 

I reſolved then to keep filence, whats 
inclination 1 had to talk with my nurſe, | 
Was making reflections thereupon, when tw 
things like beaux, very-richly dreſſed, enter 
my room. They had each a ſuit of vey 
with very fine linen, and lace ſuitable to 
I imagined that they had been ſome nohl 
men, acquaintances of my maſter's, who can 
to ſee me, in reſpect to him, In this though 
I did my ntmoſt to fit up, and was going, 0 
of deference, to pull off my cap; but my nuſ 
made me ly down again, informing me, th 
theſe worſhipful gentlemen were my. phyla 
an and apothecary. 

The doctor drew near to me, felt my pi 
- obſerved my looks, and 2 all the fg 
of an approaching cure, he aſſumed an att 
triumph, as if he had contributed mighi 
- thereunto, adding, that there wanted but dl 
doſe more to complete the work, and ail 
that he might boaſt of having performed 
wondrous cure. Having thus ſpoken, he mi 
the apothecary write a preſcription which | 
dictated, and in the mean while was admig 
: himſelf in a glaſs, ſetting his hair in ord 
and making faces, whereat I could not 0 
bear laughing in ſpire of the condition ba 
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I was. This done, he bowed to me with 
head very cavalierly, and went out better 
fed with his dear ſelf, than with the drugs 
| had preſcribed. 
Atter his departure, the apothecary, who 
dot come for nothing, ſet himſelf in or- 
r to adminiſter one may gueſs what, 
hether he was afraid that the old woman 
duld not perform her part well, or whether 
was to enhance the price of his commodity, 
would give it himſelf; but, with all his ad- 
es, 1 do not know how it happened, the 
eration was ſcarce over, but I returning» 
operator his preſent, made his fine velvet 
at in a fine pickle, He looked upon this 
ident as a misfortune inſeparable . from 
armacy, Wherefore taking a napkin, he 
ped himſelf without ſaying a word, and 
n went away fully reſolved to make me 
the ſcourer, to whom without doubt he 
s obliged to ſend his coat 

He returned the next morning dreſſed more 
ently, though he had nothing to apprehend 
it day, to bring me the doſe the doctor had 
ſcribed the evening before. But beſides: 
ding myſelf better every hour, I had con- 
cted ſuch an averſion, ever fince the day be- 
e, for all doctors and apothecaries, that I 
n curſed the univerſities where thoſe gen- 
men receive a power to kill men with im- 
nity, Being in this diſpoſition, I declared 
th an oath that I would have no more phy- 
and withed Hippocrates and his follow- 
at the devil, The apothecary not valuing 
what 
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what became of his compoſition, provided he 
was paid for it, left it upon the table, aud 
withdrew without ſpeaking one ſyllable, 

I immediately had the deviliſh doſe throgy 
out of the window, being ſo prepoſſeſſed x. 
gainſt it, that I ſhould have thought myſel 
poiſoned if I had ſwallowed it. To this a& 


of diſobedience I added another: I broke f. 
lence, and told my nurſe in a poſitive tone, W.. 
that I was abſolutely reſolved ſhe ſhould tel H, 


me news of my maſter, The old beldam ei. 
ther being apprehenſive of cauſing a danger 
ous, emotion, if ſhe ſhould ſatisfy me, or per- Mon 
haps being only obſtinate with defign to ex. O 
rate me, and increaſe my diſtemper, heh: 
tated whether ſhe ſhould anſwer ; but I pref: 
ed her ſo ſharply to obey, that at laſt ſhe re. 
plied, * Signior Cavalier, you have no long: n 
er any other maſter but yourſelf; Count G. 
liano is returned to Sicily.“ | 
I could not believe what I heard ; never- 
theleſs nothing was more true. That noble 
man, the very ſecond day of my ſickneß lo, 
fearing leſt I ſhould die at his houſe, had me 
removed, with my little matters, into a ready: 
furniſhed room, where he had abandoned Noth 
me, without ceremony, to the care of pro 
dence, and a nurſe. During theſe tranſa-Wour 
tions, having received an order from cout 
which obliged him to return to Sicily, he feed 
out with ſo much precipitation, that he thoup t 
no more of me, whether it be that he ret. n 
koned me already among the dead, or tha cl! 
- perſons 
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perſons of quality are ſubject to ſuch ſhort 


memories. 5 

My nurſe gave me this account, and in- 
ormed me, that it was ſhe who had fetched 
ne a doctor and apothecary, that I might not 
\eriſh for want of affiſtance, I fell into a 
rofound reverie at this fine news. “ Fare- 
rell my advantageous ſettlement in Sicily! 
Farewell my moſt charming hopes! When 
ny great misfortune befals you, ſays a cer- 
ain pope, examine yourſelf well, and you 
vill always find that it is a little owing to 
Fourſeif, By your leave, good Mr. Pope, I 
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o not ſce how, on this occaſion, I contribu- 
„edo my ill fortune.” 

. When I found the flattering chimeras va- 
& ich that had filled my imagination, the firſt 
ig which took up my thoughts, was my 


kloakbag, which I had brought upon my 
bed, that I might ſearch it. I ſighed upon 
zrceiving it opened, © Alas, my dear cloak- 
ag,” cried I out, “ my only comfort! You 
allo, as far as I can fee, have lain at the mer- 
y of ſtrangers.” No, no, Signior Gil Blas,” 
replied the old trot, ** do not be diſheartened. 
Nothing has been ſtolen from you. I have 
celerved your cloakbag as I would my ho- 
Jour,” | 

found therein the ſuit I had when I en- 
ered the Count's ſervice ; but I in vain ſought 
hat which the Meffineze had made for me. 
ly maſter had not thought fit to leave it me, 
ric ſomebody had appropriated it to him- 
t. All my other things were there, even 
Vol. III. L to 
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to a large leather purſe wherein I kept ny 
money, which I counted twice over, ngt 
being able to believe at firſt, that I had bu 
afty piſtoles remaining of two hundred an 
fxty which were therein before my illnck, 
What is the meaning of this, good mother!" 
faid I to my nurſe: my treaſury here j 
ſtrangely ſun'-,” * Nevertheleſs, nobody ha 
touched your purſe but myſelf,“ replicd the 
beldam, and I have managed your mong 
as much as poſhble. But ſicknels is ver 
chargeable, one muſt always go with mong 
in one's hand. Here,“ continued this gool 
houſewife, drawing a bundle of papers oi 
of her pocket, here is an account of your 
expences, which is as exact as a pair of gol 
ſcales, and which will ſhew you that I ha 
not miſemployed your treaſure.” 
I ran. over the account curſorily, which 
contained between fifteen and twenty pages 
Heavens, how much poultry had been bougutMpict: 
during the time I was light-headed ! The pon 
muſt have been at leait twelve piſtoles in bro hing 
only. The other articles were anſwerable Han 
it. It is impoſſible to tell how much ſhe ha 
expended in wood, candles, water, broots 
Sc. Nevertheleſs, however inflamed bt 
reckoning was, the whole ſum hardly amount 
ed to thirty piſtoles; and conſequently, the 
ought ſtill to have been a hundred and eig 
remaining. I repreſented this to her; but i 
hypocrite, with a ſolemn look, began to d 
all the ſaints to witneſs that there were l 


fourſcore piſtoles in the purſe, * 
Count 
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dunt's ſteward intruſted her with the cloak - 
Pg. What lay you, good woman?“ inter- 
ted | with precipitation: ** was it the 
cward who put my things into your hands?“ 
Vithout doubt,” replicd ſhe, “ it was him, 
By the fame token, when he gave me them, 
& ſaid, * here, mother; when Signior Gil 
las lies in pickle ®, be ſure let him have a 
handſome burial, There is enough in this 
'oakbag to defray the charges.“ | 
« Ah, curſed Neapolitan,” cried I out in 
rage, © I am no longer at a loſs to know 
what is become of my money that is want- 
ng: you have ſwept that money away, to make 
zmends for part of the robberies I prevented 
Tour committing.” After this apoſtrophe, I 
hanked heaven that the rogue had not car- 
id of all, Nevertheleſs, whatever rèafon I 
ad to excuſe the ſteward of having plunder- 
d me, it did not hinder my thinking that the 
urſe might very well have done it. My ſu- 
picions fell ſometimes upon one, ſometimes 
pon the other; but it was ſtill the ſame 
hing. I thewed no fign of it to the old wo- 
nan; I did not even cavil at the articles of 
er tine account, 1 thould have got nothing by 
at, and every one mult live by their trade. 
Yherefore I confined my reſentment to paying 
per, and ſending her away three days after. 
| believe, on her quitting me, the went 
raight to inform the apothecary ſhe had left 
e, and that I was well enough.to run away 
Fuühout reckoning with him; for a minute 
. afterwards, 


Extreme unction. 
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afterwards, I ſaw him coming quite out 9 
breath, He preſented his bill, wherein he 
had written down all the pretended remedie 
he had brought me during the time I lay ſenſe 
leſs, under ſuch names as would have bee 
unintelligible to me, although I had been: 
phyſician. One might call this account: 
true apothecary's bill. Accordingly we ha 
a diſpute when it came to be paid. I expe 

. ed that he ſhould bate half of his demand 
He ſwore he would not bate a farthing. Hoy: 
ever, conſidering he was to deal with a young 
fellow who might remove that very day fron 

Madrid, he choſe rather to be fatisficd with 
what I offered him, (that is to fay, thrice x 
much as the value of his drugs), than to ru 
the hazard of loſing all. I opened my put 
to my great regret, and he went away ſuff. 
ciently revenged for the little chagrin I had 
cauſed him, the day of the clyſter. 

The. phylician appeared almoſt the ſam 
minute. Thoſe animals are always at tht 
heels of one another. I ſummed up his viſits 
which had been very frequent, and ſent hin 
away contented, But before he left me, It 
gave me a particular account of the deadly 
cidents he had prevented in my ficknels, t0 
prove he had richly deſerved my money, It 
did this in mighty fine terms, and with a ver 
agreeable air; but J underſtood not one wol 
of it. When I was rid of him, I thought! 
was freed from all thoſe miniſters of death} 
but I was deceived; there came alſo a fur 
gevn, whom 1 had never ſeen in my life. Ie 
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luted me very civilly, and expreſſed his joy 
t ſeeing me eſcaped from the danger I had 
en in. This he attributed, as he ſaid, to 
ro plentiful bleedings, and to ſome. cuppings 
-hich he had the honour of applying to me. 
Tais was another. feather plucked from 

ing; I was to make the ſurgeon a preſent. 


rpſe, it had ſo litile left of the humidum ra- 
cate, 

| began to loſe all my courage, on ſeeing: 
yſelf thus plunged again into. fuch-. a miſer- 
ble condition. I had contracted, at my laſt 
ater's, too great a liking to the convenien-- 
ies. of life; 1 could no longer, as heretofore, 
ice poverty like a Cynic philoſopher. Ne- 
rtheleſs, I own that I was in the wrong to 
we way to forrow ; having fo. often found 
hat fortune no ſooner pulled me down, than 
e raiſed me up again. Lought.o have look-- 
| upon the melancholy condition whereia I: 
den was, only as. the. forerunner. of. ſome. 
ew proſperity, | 
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After ſo many evacuations, my purſe was ſo- 
elk, that one might ſay it was a dead: 
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; CHAP. 1. bn 
i Gil Blas gets a good acquaintance, and find; ; | 
10 poſt that comforts him for the mgratitude g fal 
Ws. Count Galiano, The ſtory of Din Vale nc 
1. de Luna. 4 
15 Was fo ſurpriſed at not hearing of Nune 7 
11 in all this time, that I judged he muſt Me. 
| in the country, Hereupon, as ſoon a; rer 
could walk, I went to his lodgings, and; in «Wc: 

fect. I found, that he had been three weeks nile 

Andaluſia with the Duke de Medina Sidon ere 

One morning as I waked, I thought M cc 

Melchior la Ronda; and remembering that ou, 

promiſed him, when at Grenada, that I woullictte 

o and ſee his nephew, if ever | went to Me or) 

drid, I reſolved to keep my word that hip, 

day: I inquired for Don Balthazar de Zuni I ; 

ga's, and went thither: I aſked for Sign uita 

Joſeph Navarro, who eame to me in a f b. 

nute. I faluted him; he received me very wWinu 

villy, but with a cool air, though I had ade 

him my name, I could not reconcile tin t 

frozen welcome with the picture that had beo { 

drawn me of this clerk. of the kitchen. Wiake ; 

was going to retire with a reſolution not Mean 

make him a ſecond viſit, when, on a ſuddei very 

aſſuming a frank ſmiling air, he ſaid witi WiWrdin; 

great deal of life, Ah, Signior Gil Blas fcrlo: 
Santillane, pray forgive my manner of rei hoſe 

ving you: my memory had betrayed tht ed t 


clinatio 
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nation I have for you. I had forgot your 
ame, and thought no more of the cavalier, 
-hercof mention is made in a letter I received 
from Grenada, above four months ago. 
« Let me embrace you !” continued he, 
falling about my neck in a tranſport, © My 
cle Melchior, whom I love and reſpect as 
y own father, ſends me word, that if, by 
hance, I ſhould have the happineſs to ſee you, 
e conjures me to treat you as if you were his 
wn fon, and to make uſe of all the credit [ 
pr my friends have, if needful, for your ſer-— 
ice, Beſides, he has extolled your wit and 
emper in ſuch terms as would induce me to 
erve you, if were not engaged to it by his 
commendation. Look upon me then, I beg 
you, as a man to whom my uncle has, by, his 
tter, communicated all the ſentiments he has 
or you, I make you an offer of my friend- 
hip, do not refuſe me yours.” ; 
| anſwered Joſeph's polite behaviour with a 
vitable acknowledgment ; and, like a couple 
f briſk, open-hearted young fellows, we that 
ninute entered into a ftrict friendſhip. I 
nade no manner of fcruple of diſcovering to 
im the ſituation of my affairs; which I had 
o ſooner done, than he told me, I will 
ake care to provide you a place, and in the 
nean- while, do not fail to come and eat here 
very day; you will live better than at your 
rdinary, The offer was too agreeable to a 
erſon juſt recovered from a fit of ſickneſs, 
hoſe purſe was very low, and who had. been 
cd to good tables, to be rejected. I accepted 
Ee 
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granted it me without any trouble, upon 
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of it, and picked up my crums: fo well in thi 
houſe, that in a fortnight I had a face like | 
prieſt, It ſeemed to me, that Melchior's ne. 
phew played his part there to a wonder; bu 
how ſhould he have done otherwiſe ? He hz 
three ſtrings to his bow : he was, at-once, but. 
ler, clerk of the kitchen, and ſteward, Be. 
fides, ſetting aſide our friend\hip, I believe thel 
comptroller and he had a very good. under. 
ſtanding together. 
I was perfectly well recovered, when ny 
friend Joſeph ſeeing me coming one day to the 
hotel de Zuniga, met me, and faid with a pay 
air, ** Stgnior Gil. Blas, I have a pretty go 
offer to make you ; you muſt know, that the 
Duke de Lerma, firſt: miniſter of Spain, that 
he may give himſelf up entirely to the admis 
niſtration of ſtate-affairs, intruſts two perſons 
with. the management of his own. He ha 
truſted the charge of gathering. his revenug 
to Don Diego de Monteſer, and the ſteward: 
ſhip of his houſe to Don Rodriguez de Gab 
. Theſe two: favourites exerciſe thei 
employments with an abſolute authority, 0 
without depending upon each other, Doi 
Diego has generally under him two deputit 
who receive the rents, and as I heard thi 
morning, that he has turned away one, I han 
been to beg the place for you. HSignior « 
Montefer, who is acquainted with me, 200 
who, I may ſay, has an eſteem for me, hal 


account I have green him of your behavio 
al Matnly 
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ad capacity.” We will go thither after 


inner. | 
We did not fail. I was received very gra- 
ouſly, and entered upon the office of the de- 
vty who had been diſmiſſed. This confiſted 
viſiting our farms, making the neceſſary re- 
airs, and receiving the farmers rents; in a 
ord, I was employed in the country- -buſt- 
ſs, and every month I gave up my accounts 
Don Diego, who examined them very at- 
ntively, This was what T wanted : although 
integrity had been fo ill repaid by my laſt 
aſter, I was reſolved ſtill to preſerve it. 
One day we heard that the caſtle of Ler- 
a had been ſet on fire, and that above half 
fit was reduced to aſhes, | I went imme- 
ately to the place to compute the damage, 
here, having informed myſelf exactly of the 
rcumſtances of the conflagration, I drew up 
| ample account, which Monteſer ſhewed to 
je Duke of Lerma, This miniſter, in ſpite 
the chagrin he -felt at hearing ſuch bad 
ws, was {truck with the relation, and could 
dt help aſking who was the author of it? 
on Diego, not ſatisfied with telling him, 
oke fo advantageouſly of me, that his Excel- 
7 remembered it ſix months afterwards, 
account of a {tory which I am going to re- 
unt; and without which, perhaps, L had 
er had any employment at court. It was 
us: 
There lived then in the Infants! s ſtreet an 
LU lady called Ineſilla Cantarilla : it was not 
mainly known what was her parentage ; 
lome 
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Jago; however it was, the was a prodigiqy 
- perion ; nature had endued her with the (i. 


- twenty-five, one of the Duke de Lerma f 
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ſome ſaid the was daughter to & lute- maker; 
others, to a commander of the order of % 


gular privilege of charming mankind d 
whole courſe of her life, which ſhe till en 
joyed, though ſhe was ſeventy-five years d 
age: the had been the idol of the nobility oP® 
the old court, and ſhe ſaw herſelf {till adm 
by thoſe of the new. Time, which ſpag| Ne! 
no beauty, had exerciſed himſelf in vain wk 
on her: he might make her decay 1nlcalibl” 
but could not deprive her of a power wif 
pleaſe ; a noble air, a bewitching wit, and H 
natural graces, enabled her to make conquei 
even 1n her old age. Ene 


Don Valerio de Luna, a young cavalier 9 Fe : 
0 


aler; 
ard, 
datra 
ove 

Ine } 
d fig 


avers 


cretaries, viſited Ineſilla, and was enamourd 
with her; he declared himſelf, acted the pil 
Honate lover, and purſued his point with 
the eagerneſs that love and youth are capi 
ot in{piring. The lady, who had her real! 
for not ſurrendering to his deſires, could nl 
contrive any expedient to moderate them ; Wil - © 
laſt, however, ſhe thought ſhe had found ont 8 

the carried the young man into her cloi y 1 
and there ſhewing him a pendulum that e 4 
upon the table, See,“ ſaid ſhe, * wh Wh, 
o'clock it is, Seventy- five ycars ago, at | * : 
ſame hour, I came into the world, In g - 

earneſt, would it become me to have intra; 1 "k 
at my age? Recover yourſelf, child, "ny .*- 


s ſolic 
6 _ | . r for 5 | 
fuch ſentiments as arc neither proper cd 
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or me.“ At this pathetic diſcourſe, the ca- 
alier (who no longer obeyed the dictates of 
aſon) anſwered the lady with all the impe - 
ality of a man poſſeſſed with the paſſions 
at agitated him, Cruel Ineſilla, why have 
du recourſe to ſuch frivolous ſtratagems ? 
o you think they can change you in my eyes? 
% not flatrer yourſelf with ſuch a vain hope: 
hether you are what you ſeem to be, or a 
arm deceives my fight, I ſhall not ceaſe 
wing you,” “ Very well,” replied the, 
ſince you are obſtinate enough to perſiſt in 
ic reſolution of teafing me with your paſ- 
n, my door for the future ſhall no more be 
xncd to you. I forbid you my houſe, and 
barge you never more to appear before me.” 
You believe, perhaps, after this, that Don 
ſalerio being confounded with what he had 
ard, made a handſome retreat. On the 
datrary, he only became more 1mportunate. 
ove cauſes, in lovers, the ſame effect as 
ine in drunkards, The cavalier entreated, 
A fighzd, and, paſting on a ſudden from 
ayers to paſſion, he would have had by 
ce, what he could not get otherwiſe ; but 
e lady thruſting him back with courage, 
il to him with an angry look, Stop, raſh 
Fetch, I am going to curb your unlicenſed 
ezy: know that you are my ſon.” 

Don Valerio being thunderſtruck with theſe 
bras, ſuſpended his violence. But imagining 
at Incfilla only ſpoke to free herſelf from 
s ſolicitations, he anſwered, * You have 
rented this fable to rob me of my deſires.” 
cc No, 
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„ No, no,” interrupted ſhe, I am revealing 
a ſecret, which I ſhould have concealed fi 
ever, had not you reduced me to the neceflity 
of diſcovering it, It is twenty ſix-years fing 
I was in love with Don Pedro de Luna, your 
father, who was then governour of Segovia; 
you was the fruits of our commerce, h 
owned you, had you educated with care, and, 
beſides bis having no other child, your good 
qualities made him reſolve to leave you a 
eſtate. On the other hand, I did not forſake 
you; as foon as J ſaw you make your ap 
pearance in the world, I drew you to me, on 
inſpire you with that polite behaviour which 
is ſo neceſſary for a gentleman, and which 
women alone can inſtil into young cavaliers 
I have done more; I uſed all my intereſt 1 
ſettle you with the prime miniſter, In ſhort 
I have concerned myſelf for yon, as I cue e 
to have done for my ſon. After this conte 
fion, take your reſolution; if you can refind 
your ſentiments, and only reſpect me as 
mother, I ſhall not baniſh you my preſence g.. 
and ſhall continue to have the fame affect 
for you as I have had heretofore ; but if ya « 
are not capable of this effort, which bot . 
nature and reaſon exact from you, fly this vet 
minute, and deliver me from the horrour ( 
ſeeing you. | 
Thus ſpoke Inefilla, during which Ds tt 
Velerio kept a ſullen filence. One would bi 
thought that he was recalling his virtue, 4 
going to gain a conqueſt over himſelf : but! 
was meditating another deſign, and prepit 
' 
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r his mother a ſpectacle of a very different 
nd. Not being able to comfort himſelf for 
lat unſurmountable obſtacle that oppoſed his 
appinels, he gave way poorly to his deſpair. 
- drew his tword, and plunged it in his 

caſt, He punithed himſelf like another 
edipus 3 with this difference, that the The- 
in pulled out his eyes in regret for having . 
mnſummated the crime, and, on the contra» 
the Caſtilian killed himſelf for grief that 
could not commit it. 
The unfortunate Don Valerio did not die 
don the ſpot; he had time to come to him- 
f, and aik pardon of Heaven for having 
mſelf put an end to his life. As he left, by 
death, a ſecretary's poſt vacant at the Duke 

Lerma's, that miniſter, who had not for- 
ten my account of the fire, no more than 
e encomium that had been made of me, 
ole me to ſupply his place. 


CHAT. 1: 
il Blas 25 preſented to the Duke of Lerma, who 


ecerves him into the number of his ſecreta- 
nes, ſets him to work, and is pleaſed with his 
erformance, | 


was Monteſer who brought me that a- 
preeable news, telling me, Friend Gil 
s, though I cannot part with you without 
„ | love you too well not to be overjoy- 
at your ſucceeding Don Valerio. You 
not fail of making a handſome fortune, 

ded you follow my counſel in two things: 
L. HI, M the 
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the firſt is, to ſeem ſo firmly attached to hi 
Excellency, that he may not in the leaſt doub 
but that you are entirely devoted to his inte. 
reſts: and the ſecond is, to make your coun 
well to Signior Don Rodriguez de Calderona; 
for that man manages his maſter's temper 
if he were made of wax. If you have the 
good fortune to get into the good graces of 
his favourite ſecretary, you may advance 1 
great way in a little time.“ 
«« Signior,” ſaid I to Don Diego, after hy 
ving given him thanks for his good advice 
be pleaſed to tell me, what is Don Rodri 
guez's character, I have ſometimes heard hin 
ſpoken of in the world, and they have deſcri 
bed him to me as a very bad man; neverthe- 
Jeſs, I miſtruſt the pictures which the popu: 
Jace draw of perſons who are in places a 
court, though they ſometimes judge aright, 
Tell me, thercfore, I beg you, your thovghh 
of Calderona.” © You deſire a delicate thing 
of me,” ſaid the ſuperintendant, with a mal. 
cious {mile ; © I would anſwer any other but 
yourtelf, without heſitation, that he is a ver 
honeſt gentleman, and that one cannot ſpat 
amiſs of him. But I will be ſincere with you, 
Beſides my believing you a young fellow of! 
great deal of prudence, I think I ought tt 
{peak to you frankly of Don Rodriguez, be 
bauſe I have adviſed you to keep fair wil 
him; otherwiſe I oblige you but by halves. 
« You are to know then,” continued bf 
*« that from being a ſimple domeſtic to his 


cellency, when he was yet but Don Franc 
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co de Sandoval, he is advanced by degrees to 
the poſt of firſt ſecretary, Never was there 
known ſo proud a man. He looks upon him- 
{15 as a colleague of the Duke of Lerma's; 
and at the bottom, one would think that he 
ſhared the authority with the prime miniſter, 
fince he gives places and governments to 
whom he pleaſes, The public often murmur ; 
but he does not trouble himſelf about that: 
provided he gets a preſent by the bargain, he 
values your tault-finders but very little. You 
may eaſily conceive, by what-I have juſt ſaid 
to you,” added Don Diego, “ how you are 
to conduct yourſelf towards ſuch an imperi- 
ous wretch.” O mighty well,” faid I, let 
me alone for that. I ſhall have very ill luck, 
if I do not get into his favour, When one 
knows a man's blind fide to whom one would 
make one's court, one muſt be very much out 
of the way not to ſucceed.” Since it is fo,” 
replied Montefer, ** I will preſent you direct- 

ly to the Duke of Lerma,” 
We went that moment to the miniſter, 
hom we found in a large hall, buſy in gi- 
ving audience, He had more company attend - 
ing him than the King. There I ſaw com- 
manders, and knights of St. Jago and Cala- 
rava, who were loliciting for governments, 

and viceroyalties ; biſhops, who, not bein 
well in their own dioceles, deſired to be made 
acubitkops, only for change of air; and good 
Dominicans and Franciſcans, who humbly re- 
quelted to have biſhoprics. I alſo obſerved 
nere ſome reformed officers who were acting 
M 2 the 
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the ſame part as Chinchilla heretofore; thy 
is to ſay, who danced attendance in expech. 
tion of a penſion. If the Duke did not fatih 
their deſires, he at leaſt received their peiit⸗ 
ons with an affable air; and I perceived tha 
he anſwered the perſons who {poke to him ye, 
« Ty. politely. rog 
We had the patience to wait till he hu fan 
diſpatched all theſe ſupplicants; after which, x 
Don Diego ſaid to him, * My Lord, this à3ſter 
Gil Blas de Santillane, the young man whon me. 
your Excellency has choſen to ſupply Don V+ cha. 
lerio's place.” At theſe words, the Due Fol 
turning his eyes upon me, ſaid obligingy fine 
hat I had already deſerved it by the ſervices [Witt 
bad done him. After this he made me go iner 
his cloſet, to diſcourſe me in private, or rather he 
to judge of my wit by my converſation, HH mu. 
would know who I was, and what ſort of ou 
life I had led till then. He even required bit 
to give a ſincere account. What a taſk w be 
that to aſk ! To lie before the prime miniſter WP" © 
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of Spain; it was not to be thought. On it 
other hand, I had ſo many things to ſay at tht Fc 
expence of my vanity, that 1 could not rope 
ſolve upon making a general confeſſion. Ho fene 
was I to bring myſelf off in ſuch an exigency P*"'« 
J reſolved to plaſter the truth over in ſuchh cin 
places where it would have ſeemed too de df a 
formed, quite naked. But he diſcovered it whe! 
fpite of all my art. Monfieur de Santillanc,” e 
jaid he at the end of wy account, as far ha 
1 ſee, you have been a little upon the pic A 

e 


roon. 7 My Lord,” replied 1, bluſhing, 
61 Jour 
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. your Excellency commanded me to be ſin- 
cere; I obeyed you.” © I am pleaſed with 
it,” rejoined he; “ go, friend, you are very 
well of, I am aſtoniſhed that ſuch ill ex- 
amples did not entirely ruin you, How ma- 
ny honeſt men are there who would be great 


rogues, if fortune were to put them to the 


ſame trials? 

« Friend Santillane,” continued the mini- 
ſter, think no more of what is paſt. Re- 
member rhat you now belong to the King, and 
that for the future you will work for him. 
Follow me, I will ſhew you in what your bu- 
fineſs will confiit.” He carried me into a 
little cloſet adjoining - to his, where there 
were twenty thick folio regiſters ranged upon 
ſhelves, “ It is here,” ſaid he, that you 
muſt be employed. All theſe regiſters thar 
you fee, compoſe a dictionary of all the no- 
bility in the kingdoms and principalities of 
the Spaniſh monarchy : every book contains, 
in alphabetical order, an abridgment of the 
iſtory of all the gentlemen of one kingdom, 
mhcrein there is a particular account of the 
lervices themfelves or their anceitors have 
rendered the ſtate, as well as the- duels they 
have forght. There is alſo an account of 
their eſtates, their behaviour, and, in a word, 
df all their good and bad qualities: ſo that 
when they come to aſk any favour at court, 
| Ice at one view whether they deſerve it. 
hat I may be exactly informed of all theſe 
ings, I have penſioners every where, who 
ike care to have a goed intelligence, aud to 
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acquaint me therewith, by memorials. wig 
they ſend me for that purpofe. But as the 
memorials are prolix, and full of a county, 
dialect,, they. muſt. be digeſted into order, au 
the language poliſhed, becauſe the King hy 
ſometimes tlieſe regiſters. read to him. I isx 
this buſineſs, which requires a clear and cons 
ciſe ſtyle, that I will ſet you to work imme 
diately.” 
Having thus ſaid; he drew out of a, la 
letter-caſe full of papers, a memorial, which 
he put into my hands. Then he went out d 
my. cloſet, to leave me at liberty to make ny 
firſt eſſay. I read over the memorial, whit 
feemed not only to be ſtuffed with barbaroy 
terms, but even too full of. paſſion. Neverthe 
leſs, it was compiled by a monk af Solſom 
He defamed a good Catalonian family there: 
in moſt. unmercifully, and heaven knows 
whether he ſaid the truth. I thought I ws 
reading a libel, and at firſt made a ſcruple d 
going to work upon it. I was afraid. of ret 
dering myſelf an accomplice to a. malicio 
aſperſion-; nevertheleſs, as great a novice al 
was. at court, I went through with it at tis 
hazard and peril of his Reverence's ſoul; and 
laying all the iniquity to his charge, if ther 
was any, I began to difhonour, in good »pk 
niſh, two or three generations, who were pet 
haps honeſt men. 
J had already done four or five pages, wht! 
the Duke, impatient to fee how 1 went on 
came back, and ſaid, ** Santillane, ſhew ml 


what you have done. I am very 9 
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cing it.“ At the ſame time, caſting his eyes. 
pon my work, he read the beginning very 
tentively, He ſeemed ſo well ſatisfied with 
| that I was ſurpriſed thereat. As much 
rcjudiced as I was in your favour,” cried he, 
own you have ſurpaſſed. my expectation: 
ou not only write with all the clearneſs and: 
xactneſs that I required; but I alſo find your 
yle caſy and pleaſant: you juſtify very well 
he choice I have made of your pen, and you- 
omfort me for the loſs of your predeceſſor.” 
: had not. ſtopt here, if his. nephew the. 
ount de Lemos had not come and interrupt- 
d him. His Excellency embraced him ſeveral 
imes, and received him after a manner that 
onvinced me he loved him tenderly, They 
ut themſelves both up, to talk in ſecret of 
| family affair, whereof. I ſhall make men- 
ion hereafter, The miniſter was more taken 
p therewith, at. that time, than with the 
King's buſineſs. | | 
Whilſt they were together; Theard it ſtrike: 
tmclve, As I knew that the cretaries and. 
clerks left their offices at that hour, to go and 
line where they. pleaſed ; I left my maſter- 
piece there, and went out; not to Monteſer's,. . 
be had paid me my wages, and I had taken 
my leave of him; but to the moſt famous or- 
dinary near the court: a common eating 
bouſe would not ſerve me any longer. Re- 
member you belong now to the King;“ 
theſe words which the Duke had ſpoke to 
me, were the ſeeds of ambition which were 
ſpringing up every moment in my mind. 


CHAP: 
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CHAP. III. 


He is informed that his peſt is not without inn 
ventencies ; of the trouble this news gives in 

. . - } 

and how he is forced to behave himſelf. 


] Was very careful, on my going in, to i 
; form the maſter of the houſe, that I ys 
ſecretary to the firſt miniſter ; and, in thi 
quality, I did not know what to order for my 
dinner: I was afraid to afk for any thing thy 
bordered upon good huſbandry, wheretore | 
bid him get what he would. He treated ng 
very well, and they ſerved me with ſuch u 
ſpect, as was more agreeable to me than m 
good cheer, When the reckoning was to 
paid, I threw a piſtole upon the table, where 
of I gave the overplus, which was at lealt 1 
quarter, to the ſervants, After this, I wet 
out from the ordinary, ſtrutting like a youn 
fellow who was very well pleaſed with hy 
perſon. 4 
About twenty ſteps from thence was a lag 
*houle ready furnithed, where foreign nobl 
men uſually lodged. There I hired an apart 
ment of five or fix rooms, handſomely ſet of 
with good hangings, and other goods ful 
able to them. It ſeemed as if I had alreid 
been maſter of two or three thouſand dual 
a- year; I even paid down the firſt montt 
rent beforehand. This done, I returned! 
my work, and ſpent the whole afternoon 10 
continuing what I had begun in the morning 


In a cloſet next to me were two other ſecrets 
ics 
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es; but theſe only copied over what the Duke 

ought them to tranſcribe. I got acquaint- 
4 with them that very night as we left buſt- 
Nes; and that I might the better gain their 
rieadibip, I carried them t6 my ordinary, 
here I ordered the beſt diſhes in ſeaſon, with 
he moſt exquiſite wines. | 
We ſat down at table, and began to con- 
erſe with more life than wit; for to do my 
uelts juſtice, I ſoon perceived they did not 
we their places in the office to their genius 
hey were maſters indeed of a very good round 
nd mixed hand, but had not the leaſt ſmat- 
ering of any univerſity-learning. 

To make amends, they underſtood their 
wn little concerns to a miracle; and were 
ot ſo dazzled with the honour of belonging 
o the prime miniſter, but that they lamented 
heir condition, “ It is now fix months,” 
aid one, “that we have been labouring at 
ur own expence: we do not receive a far- 
hing; and, what is worſe, our falaries are not 
xed, We do not know upon what foot we 
re,” As for me,” replied the other, I 
1th I had twenty laſhes for my ſalary, and 
ave to look for bufineſs elſewhere ; for I dare 
either go off myſelf, nor aſk my diſmiſſion, 
fer the ſecrets to which I have been privy. 
might very likely take a trip to ſee the tower 
Segovia, or the caſtle of Alicant.” 

* How do you manage then to live ?” ſaid I 
them; © no doubt you muſt have ſome e- 
ate?“ They anſwered me,“ that they had ve- 
7 little, but that, luckily for them, they lodged. 
with. 
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with an honeſt widow who truſted them, a 
boarded each of them for 100 piſtoles per aj 
num. All this diſcourſe, of which I did ng 
| loſe a word, humbled my proud imagination 
in a moment, I repreſented to myſelf, thy 
without doubt no more conſideration woul( 
be had for me than for others: that, conk: 
quently, 'I ought not to be fo charmed yi 
.my poit; that it was leſs ſolid than I belicrdf 
it: and, in fine, that I could not manage ay 
purſe too much. Theſe reflections cured ne 
of the madneſs of throwing away my money: 
1 began to repent my having brought the fe. 
cretaries there, and to wiſh for the end of the 
ſupper; and when the reckoning came in, [ 
had a diſpute with the landlord about it. 
; We parted at mianight, becauſe I did not 
preſs them to drink any more. They meat 
to their widow's, and I to my ſtately aput. 
- ment, which I then was enraged at my having 
hired, and reſolved to quit at the month's 
end. It was in vain for me to ly in a fine 
bed, my diſquiet had baniſhed fleep. I ſpe 
the reſt of the night in contriving how to © 
void working for the King gratis, Here 
upon I followed Monteſer's counſel, I role 
with an intent to go wait upon Don Rodi 
guez de Calderona. I was in a very prop 
temper to appear before ſo proud a man: | 
found I wanted him: wherefore I went to tl 
ſecretary's. 
His lodging was adjoining to the Duke 9 
Lerma's, and equalled it in magnificence. l 


would have been hard, by the * 
1ay 
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ve diſtinguiſhed the maſter from the valet, 
ſent in word, that I was Don Valerio's ſuc- 
for. That did not prevent my being made 
zit above an hour in the antechamber. 
Good Mr. Secretary,” ſaid I to myſelf 
uring that while, “have a little patience 
ou pleaſe. You muſt dance attendance 
Jurſelf, before you can make others do ſo.” 
However, at laſt the chamber door was o- 
ened: I entered, and advanced towards Don 
odriguez, who having juſt finiſhed a billet» 
oux to his charming Sirena, gave it that mi- 
ute to Pedrillo. I never appeared before the 
Archbiſhop of Grenada, nor Count Galiano, 
or yet before the prime miniſter, with that re- 
pect as when I approached Signior Cal- 
erona. I ſaluted him with a bow down to 
e ground, and begged his protection in ſuch 
rms, as I cannot now remember without 
luihing, they were ſo very ſubmiſſive. My 
nean behaviour would have made againſt me, 
ad I had to do with a man of leis pride. As 
or him, he was very well pleaſed with my 
raging, and told me, with a pretty civil 
u, that he would take all opportunities to do 
e ſervice, | 
Hereupon, returning him thanks. for his 
wourable ſentiments, with all the demon- 
rations of zeal imaginable, I vowed that I 
Fould devote myſelf eternally to his ſervice, 
ter this, I went out for fear of incommoding 
im, begging him to excuſe me, if I had in- 
errupted him in his important affairs. Having 
ken this unworthy ſtep, I retired to my of- 
fice, 
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fice, where I finiſhed the work that had been 
ſet me. The Duke did not fail coming in the 
morning, and was not leſs ſatisfied with the 
end than the beginning of my performance; 
but ſaid, Ir is very well. Write on of 
yourſelf, as well as you can, the abridgment 
of the Catalonian regiſter: after which you 
may take another memorial out of the letter- 
caſe, which you may digeſt after the ſame 
manner.” I had a pretty long converſation 
with his Excellency, with whoſe familiar eafy 
air I was entirely charmed. What a diffe. 
rence between him and Calderona ! they would 
have made two good figures in a group. 

I dined that day at an eating-houſe where 
they kept a table at a ſettled price, and I re. 
ſolved to go there every day incognito, till | 
ſaw the effect of my complaiſance and conde- 
ſcenſion. I had money, at moſt, but for three 
months. I allowed myſelf that time to work 
at my own expence,; propoling, after that, 
(ſince the ſhorteſt follies are the beſt,) to + 
bandon the court and its glittering tinſel, if 
I could not receive any falary, Wherefore, | 
laid my ſcheme thus. I ſpared no pains for 
two months to pleaſe Calderona ; but he took 
ſo little notice of all I did for that purpoſe, 
that I deſpaired of every gaining my point, 
Wherefore, I altered my behaviour with reſpect 
to him; I made my court no longer to him; 
and only applied myſelf to make the beſt uſe 
of the moments converſation wherewith the 
Duke honoured me, 


il 
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CHAP 10. 


il Blas gains the Duke cf Lerma's favour” 
who int riiſts him with an important ſecret, 


A Lthough the Duke only appeared to me, 
(if I may uſe that expreſſion,) and va- 
piſhed again every day, it did not prevent my 


rendering myſelf inſenſibly fo agreeable to his 
Excellency, that he ſaid one afternoon, © Hark 
ou, Gil Blas, I like your genius, and have a 
- Wkindneſs for you. You are an affectionate 
( Wichful young fellow, of a good underſtand- 


ng, and diſcreet; I think I ſhall not miſ- 
place my confidence, in repoling it in you.” 
| threw myſelf at his feet on hearing theſe 
'ords, and having reſpectfully kiſſed one of 
is hands, which he held out to raiſe me, an- 
wered, © Is it poſſible your Excellency ſhould 
ondeſcend to honour me with ſo great a fa- 
our? What ſecret enemies will your good- 
i&s ſtir up againſt me] But I only fear the 
eat of one man; that is, Don Rodriguez de 
alderona.“ 1 
Lou need apprehend nothing from him,“ 
eplied the Duke, © I know Calderona. He 
as been attached to me ever ſince my child- 
00d, I dare ſay his ſentiments are ſo con- 
ormable to mine, that he will cheriſh what- 
rer I love, as he hates every thing that diſ- 
Peaſes me, Inſtead of fearing his averſion, 
du ought, on the contrary, to depend upon 
us fricndihip. I found by this, that Signior 
on Rodriguez was a cunning ſharper, who 
Vor, III. N bad 
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formed of it, that you may diſcharge well the 
commiſſion I intend afterwards to give you, 
It is now a long time ſince my authority has 
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had made himſelf maſter of his Excelleney' It 
Favour, and that I could not keep too faip 
with him. N | 

To begin,” continued the Duke, * 9g 
put you in poſſeſſion of my confidence, I am 
going to diſcover to you a defign I have upon 
the anvil. It is neceſſary you ſhould be in- 


been generally reſpected, and my reſolutions 
blindly followed; as alſo, that I have diſpo- 
ſed, at pleaſure, of poſts, employments, go- 
vernments, viceroyalties, and benefices, I {Wall 
reign, if I durſt venture to ſay ſo, in Spain, der 
I cannot puſh my fortune any further. Bur Wy 
I would ſecure it from the ſtorms that begin {MW ©: 
to threaten it; and, for this reaſon, I could Wovi1 


' wiſh to have my nephew, the Count de Lemos, che 


for my ſucceſſor in the miniſtry,” rene 

His Excellency obſerving that I was very add 
much aſtoniſhed at this part of his diſcourſe, 
faid to me, I fee very well, Santillane, what lecr, 
ſurpriſes you. It ſeems ſtrange to you, that! 
prefer my nephew to the Duke d'Uzeda, en 


own ſon. But know, that the genius of the 

latter is too narrow to enjoy my place, and Pre 
that, beſides, I am his enemy. He has found. A 
out the ſecret to pleaſe the King, who defigns ferm 
to make him his favourite; and that is what! poſfa| 
cannot ſuffer, The favour of a crowned callec 
head, is like the poſſeflion of a woman one 3 


adores. It is a happineſs whereof one is { 


jealous, that one cannot reſolve upon ſhariny 
it 
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+ with a rival, how nearly ſoever one is uni- 
ted to him by blood or friendthip. 

« Here,” continued he, 1 thew you the 
very bottom of my heart. TI have already tried 
to undermine the Duke d' Uzeda in the King's 
fzvour ; and as I have not been able to com- 
pals my deſign, I have formed another ſtrata - 
gem. I would have the Count de Lemos, on 
his fide, inſinuate himſelf into the good gra- x 
ces of the Prince of Spain. Being Lord of | 
the bedchamber, he has an opportunity of | 
converſing with him at all hours; and beſides 
his having a good deal of wit, I have an in- 
fallible way to make him ſucceed in this un- 
dertaking, By this ſtratagem, I ſhall ſet up 
my nephew againſt my fon, and ſhall create 
a diviſion between theſe couſins, which will 
oblige them both to court my protection; and 
the need they will have of my intereſt, will 
render both of them ſubject to me. This,“ 
adds he, is my ſcheme ; and your aſſiſtance. 
therein will be of uſe to me. I will fend you 
ſecretly to the Count de Lemos, and you ſhall 
bring me back word of all he has to impart 
to me.“ 

After this confidence, which I looked upon 
s ready money, I had no longer any diſquiet. 
At laſt,” ſaid I, AI am in the way of pre- 
ferment, it will rain gold upon me. It is im- 
poffible but the contident of a man who is 
called the great drum of the Spanith monar- 
F<, muſt ſoon wallow in riches, Full of 
lbeſe flattering hopes, I ſaw my poor purſe 
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congratulated me on all hands; even the 


our. He now always called me Signior 


148 THE HISTORY Book Vit 


haſten to its end, with a great deal of indif. 
ference, 


CH AP; V. 
Where one ſball ſee Gil Blas filled with Joy and 


honour, and overwhelmed with miſery, 


; ok was ſoon perceived that I was in the 

prime miniſter's favour. He affected 10 
give me marks of it in public, by making me 
carry his porto-folio, which he before uſed i 
do himſelf when he went to council, This 
novelty caufing me to be looked upon as a 
little favourite, ſtirred up the envy of ſeveral, 
and made me receive abundance of court hoh. 
water. My two neighbours, the ſecretaries 
were none of the laſt in complimenting me 
upon my approaching grandeur, and inviting 
me to ſupper at their widow's, not ſo much 
by way of return, as with a view of engaging 
me to do them ſome ſervice in the end. lhe 


haughty Don Rodriguez altered his behavt 


Santillane ; he that before never ſtyled me bu 
you, without ufing the term Signior. He tt: 
red me with his civilities, efpecially when bee a 
thought our maſter obſerved him. But I wil t: 
aſſure you he had no fool to deal with; Its 
turned his compliments the more politely, | 
that I hated him the moſt; an old court 
could not have acquitred himſelf better. 
J alfo attended the Duke when he warte, 


on the King, whither he generally went wy 
a-day, 
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2-day, He viſited his Majeſty in the morning, 
as oon as he was awake, and kneeling down 
at his bed's head, informed him. what he had 
to do that day, and dictated to him what he 
was to ſay; after which he withdrew, He 
returned again when his Majeſty had dined, 
not to talk of bufineſs, but to divert him with 
merry converſation. He would entertain him. | 
with all the pleaſant adventures that. happen -- i 
ed at Madrid, wich which he was alwazs the: 
firſt acquainted. In fine, at night he gain 
ſaw the King, to give him. what account he. 
pleaſed of all he had done that. day, and atk- 
ed him, in a careleſs way, his orders for the. 
next, I ſtaid in the antechamber, whilſt he 
was with his Majeſty, where I was ſurround- 


. 


ed with perſons of quality, who, being de- 
no Wirous of getting into favour, courted my con- 
ich erſation, and hugged themſclves that I would. 


pive them the hearing. After all this, how 
ould I avoid. thinking myſelf a man of con- 
quence? There are ſeveral perſons. at court, 

who imagine themſclves ſo with leſs reaſon. 
One day, I had yet more cauſe to be vain :- 
te Duke having ſpoken advantageouſly. of 
by ityie to the King, he had the curioſity to 
ze a ſpecimen. of it. His. Excellency making 
ne take the regiſter of Catalonia, carried me 
crore that monarch, and bid. me read the 
irſt memorial I had:digeſted, If that prince's 
Wclence pui me at fir ſt into ſome confuſion, 
hat of the prime | miniſter ſoon. encouraged. : 
ne, and I read my performance, with which. 
ls Majeſty was very well. pleaſed. He ex- 
N. 3. preſſed: 
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preſſed himſelf ſatisfied with me, and eve 
charged his miniſter to take care of my for. 
tune. This did not abate the pride J had a 
ready; and the converſation I had a few dy 
afrerwards with the Count de Lemos, put the 
haſt ſtroke to the filling my head with ambit 
ous notions, N | 

I went to wait on that nobleman, from 
his uncle at the Prince of Spain's, and I pre: 
ſented him with a credential letter, wherein 
the Duke informed him, that he might open 
himfelf to me, as being a man perfectly ae. 
quainted with their defign, and one who was 
pitched upon to be their common meflenger, 
Having read this note, the Count conducted 
me into a chamber, where we both ſhut our. 
felves vp; and there he began this diſcourſe: 
“ Since you are confident to the Duke of 
Lerma, I do not doubt but you deſerve it, 
and I ought to make no difficulty of repoſing 
the ſame truſt in you. You maſt know then 
that things go the beit in the world. The 
Prince of Spain diſtinguiſhes me from all the 
noblemen that make their court to him, and 
ſtudy ro pleaſe him. I was in private with 
him this morning, and he feemed concerned 
that the King's covetouſneſs rendered him in- 
capable of following the bent of his generous 
inclinations, and even of making a figur 
fuitable to a prince. Hereupon I did nc 
fail to lament his misfortune, and taking | 
hold of that opportunity, I promiſed to bring 
him a thouſand piſtoles to-morrow: at his k 


vee, till I could procure larger ſums, * 
WHICH 
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which I have undertaken to ſupply him. He 
was charmed with my promiſe, and I am ſure; 
if I keep my word, of getting into his favour, 
Go to my uncle and tell him all theſe circum- 
ſtances, and come back to-night to inform 
me what he thinks thereupon. | 

[ left the Count de Lemos when he had 
thus ſpoken, and returned to the Duke of 
Lerma, who, upon my giving him this ac- 
count, ſent to Calderona for a thouſand pi- 
ſtoles, wherewith I was intruſted that night, 
and which I carried to the Count, faying to 
myſelf as I went, © O ho, I ſee now what is the 
infallible way the miniſter takes to ſucceed in 
his enterpriſe ; faith he is in the right, and in 
all appearance this -prodigality will not ruin 
him. I can eaſily gueſs out of whoſe coffers 
he takes theſe fine piſtoles; but after all, is 
it not reaſonable, that the father ſhould main- 
tain the ſon ? the Count de Lemos, on my 
taking leave of him, whiſpered me, Adieu, 


be my dear confident ; the Prince of Spain loves 
be che fair-ſex a little, we muſt have a conference 
nd Mtogether thereupon the firſt opportunity. I 
i recen that I ſhall ſoon want your aſſiſtance.“ 


| went away ruminating on theſe words, 
which were not ambiguous in the leaſt, and 
alled me with joy, * What the deuce,” faid 
I, *am I juſt upon being made the Mercury 
to the heir to the crown!“ I did not in the 
Walt examine whether the office was good or 
bad: the quality of the gallant baniſhed my 
morals, What a glory was it for me to be a 
wat prince's miniſter of his pleaſures ? ** _ 
E Q. 
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fo faſt, Mr, Gil Blas.!” ſomebody will cry, 


© You was only to be deputy miniſter,” | 
agree to it; but at the bottom, theſe two poſi 
are equally honourable ; only the profit j; 
different. 

Whilſt I was thus diſcharging theſe noble 
commiſſions, and getting daily more and 
more into the prime miniſter's good graces, 
with all the fineſt hopes in the world, I ſhould 
have been happy if Ambition could have keyt 
me from hunger. I had got rid of my mag- 
nificent apartment above two months, and 
lodged in one of the moſt ordinary rooms 
ready furniſhed. Although this troubled me, 
yet as I went out early in the morning, and 
did not return till night to ly there, I bore 
it patiently, I was all day in my element, that 
is to ſay, at the Duke's, where I acted the 
part of a lord. But when I retired: to my 
dog-hole, my lordſhip vaniſhed, and there on- 
ly remained poor Gil Blas, without money, 
and, which was worſe, without any thing 
that would raiſe any. Beſides my being too 
proud to diſcover my wants to any. one, I mort 
knew nobody but Navarro, and I had ne- tom 
glected him too much ſince my being at court, 
to dare addrefs. myſelf to him. I had been 
obliged to ſell my things piece by piece, and 
F had nothing left but what I could not any 
way ſpare, I went no more to the eating: 
houſe, for want of money to pay. my ordinary. 
What ſhift did I make then to fubfiſt ? They] 
brought us every morning a litdle roll, anda 


glaſs of wine for our breakfait in the =_ 
; 13 
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This was all that the miniſter allowed us. I 
only eat that all day, and went to bed at 
night moſt commonly without ſupper. 

This was the condition of a man that 


to have been pitied than envied. However I 
could no longer endure my miſery, and I re- 
ſolved at laſt to deſcover it with addreſs to the 
Duke de Lerma, whenever I could find an 
opportunity, By good luck, I met one at 
the Eſcurial, whither the King and Prince of 
Spain went ſome days after. 


CHAP. VI. 
Hau Gil Blas diſcovered his miſery to the Duke 


de Lerma, and after what manner that mini- 
ſter treated him, | 


Wen the King was at the Eſcurial, he 
bore every one's charges that attend- 
ed him, fo that I did not then feel where the 
ſhoe pinched me. I lay in a wardrobe near the 
Duke's chamber; and this miniſter riſing one 
morning by break of day, according to cu- 
ſtom, bid me take ſome papers and an ink- 
horn, and follow him into the palace-gardens. 
We went to fit down under ſome trees, where 
put myſelf, by his order, in the poſture. of 
ne that writes upon the crown of his hat, 
and he held a paper in his hand, as if he was 
Prading. We ſeemed at a diſtance to be about 
bulincts of importance, and nevertheleſs we 
vere only talking of trifles. ; 
| had been diverting his Excellency. above 

an 


made a figure at court, but who ought rather 
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an hour, by all the flights wherewith my. gzy 
temper furniſhed me, when two magpiq 
coming and ſettling upon the trees that cover. 
ed us with their ſhade, began to chatter after 
ſuch a loud manner, that they attracted our at 
tention. *f You fluttering birds,” ſaid the Duke, 
that ſeem to quarrel, I ſhould be curioy 
enough to know the cauſe of your difference. 
„My Lord,” ſaid I, ©* your curiofity makes 
me remember an Indian fable that I have read 
in Pilpay, or ſome other writer. of fables,” 
The miniſter aſked me what it was, and I re. 
lated it to him, in the terms following, 

% A monarch formerly reigned in Perl, 
who, not having capacity enough to govern 
his dominions himſelf, left the care thereof 
to his Grand Vizier. This miniſter, whole 
name was Atalmuc, was a man of a fuperiour 
genius. He ſupported the weight of this val 
monarchy without ſinking under it. He pre. 
ſerved it in a profound peace. He had even 
the art of rendering the regal authority amb 
able, by making it reſpected, and the ſubject 
were happy in having an affectionate father 
in a vizier who was faithful to his prince. 4. 
talmuc had amongſt his ſecretaries a young 
Cachemirian, called Zeangir, whom he lobe 
more than the reſt, He took pleaſure in hi 
company, took him with him a-hunting, and 
diſcovered to him even his inmoſt thoughts 
One day, as they were hunting in a wood, th 
Vizier obſerving two ravens croaking upon | 
tree, ſaid to his ſecretary : * I ſhould be gla 
to know what theſe birds fay in their 7 

guage, 


ſhe; 


eſſa. 
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age.” © My Lord,” replies the Cache- 
mirian, “ your wiſhes may be accompliſhed.“ 
And how?“ rejoined Atalmuc. ** Becauſe,” 
eplied Zeangir, ** a derviſe who was a caba- 
iſt taught me the birds language; if you de- 
ire it, 1 will liſten to theſe, and repeat to you 
ord for word what I hear them ſay.” 

The Vizier conſented. The Cachemirian 
rew near the ravens, and ſeemed to lend an 
attentive ear to them; after which, returning 
o his maſter, he ſaid: My Lord, would 
you believe it? we were the ſubject of their 
onverſation.” * It is impoſſible,” cries the 
Perfian miniſter:“ Well, and what ſay they 
pf us?“ „One of them,” rejoined the ſecre- 
ary, ſaid, © There he is, the Grand Vizier 
\talmuc ; that tutelary-eagle that covers Per- 
ſa with his wages, as if it were his neſt, and 
ratches continually for its preſervation. There 
eis hunting in this wood with his faithful 
Leangir, to refreſh himſelf after his painful 
oils. How happy is that ſecretary to ſerve a 
aſter who ſhews him a thouſand favours ?” 
' doftly,” cries the other raven, interrupting 
im, © ſoftly. Do not boaſt ſo much of the 
achemirian's good fortune. Atalmuc, it is 


im with making him his confident, and I do 
ot doubt but he even defigns to give him 
me conſiderable employment; but before 
hat time comes, Zeangir will be ſtarved. 
poor wretch lodges in a little ready-fur- 
ſhed room, where he wants the greateſt ne- 
laries. In ſhort, he leads a miſerable life, 


tue, converſes with him familiarly, honours 


without 


—— 
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hey appeared ſenſible of the lively grief with 
which I ſeemed to be ſeized. © You have 
reaſon to be chagrined,” ſaid one of them; 
« can you think to be better treated than a 


ry being weary with receiving nothing in fif- 


his Eminence, took-the liberty one day to re- 
reſent his neceſſities to him, and to aſk him 
or ſome money for ſubſiſtence. It is juſt,” 
aid the miniſter, ** that you ſhould be paid; 


varrant for a thouſand ducats, ** go and re- 
cive that ſum at the royal treaſury ; but, at 
he ſame time, remember, that I want no more 
ff your ſervice.” The ſecretary would have 
omforted himſelf for his being diſmifled, if 
ze had received the thouſand ducats, and been 
eft to look for employment elſewhere : but 
dn his leaving the Cardinal's, he was ſeized by 
In alguazil, and conducted to the tower of 
degovia, where he remained priſoner a long 
ile.“ 

This little ſtory redoubled my terror; I 


omfort myſelf, 1 began to reproach my im- 
tence, as if I had not endured enough. 
Alas!“ cried I, © why did I run the hazard 
t this curſed fable, which has diſpleaſed the 
niſter ? Perhaps he was upon the point of 
uricating me from my miſerable condition. 


aden fortunes that ſurpriſe the world. 


bat riches, what honours have I loſt by my 
Vol., III. O folly ? 


ſecretary of Cardinal Spinoſa's ? This ſecreta- 


teen months that he had been employed by 


here,” continued he, putting in his hands a 


bought myſelf loſt ; and, not being able to 


ferchance I was going to make one of thoſe - 


r = 


F 
; 
b 
1 
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folly ? I ought to have reflected, that there 
are great men who do not love to be antici 
pared, and who will have one receive as a fi, 
vour from them, even the leaſt things tha 
they are obliged to give. I had better have 
continued my diet, without ſaying any thing 
to the Duke, and even have ſtarved, that! 
might have laid all the blame on his ſide. 

If I had retained yet ſome glimpſe of hope, 
the ſight of my maſter, after dinner, would 
have deſtroyed it entirely. He was very ſeris 
ous with me, contrary to his cuſtom, and did 
not ſpeak to me at all. This gave me, all the 
reſt of the day, a mortal diſquiet, neither did 
I ſpend the night in more eaſe. The regret 
of ſeeing all my agreeable illuſions vaniſh, 
and the fear of increaſing the number of ſtate- 
priſoners, made me do nothing but ſigh and 
complain. [62 com 

The next was the critical day; the Duke me. 
had me called in the morning; I entered he vere 
chamber trembling more than a criminal who mak 
is going to judgment. Santillane,” ſaid he, 
ſhewing me a paper he had in his hand, * take 
this warrani”—1 ſhuddered at the word war- 
rant, and ſaid to myſelf, ** O Heavens! here 
is the Cardinal Spinoſa; the coach is ready fot 
Segovia.” The terror I was in at that inſtant 
was ſo great, that interrupted the miniſter, 
and, throwing myſelf at his feet, My Lord, 
ſaid I, all bathed in tears, I humbly beg you 
Excellency to pardon my boldneſs : it was m 
neceflity forced me to inform you of my m 


ſery.“ 
, The 
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The Duke could not forbear laughing. at 
the diſorder wherein he ſaw me. Be of 
good heart, Gil Blas,” replied he, © and hear - 
ken to me, Although the diſcovering your 
wants was reproaching me for not having pre- 
vented them, yet 1 do not take it at all amiſs 
of you; I rather am angry with myſelf for 
not aſking you how you lived. But to begin 
to make amends for this indiſcretion, I give 
you a warrant for 1500 ducats, which will be 
paid you at fight, at the royal treaſury : this 
is not all, I promiſe you as much every year; 
and belides, when any perſons that are rich 
and generous, deſire you to do them a ſer- 
vice, Ido not forbid your ſpeaking in their 
favour,” | 

Theſe words threw me into ſuch a rapture, 
that I kifled the feet of the miniſter, who, 
commanding me to riſe, continued to diſcourſe 
me, On the other hand, 1 would have reco- 
vered my gay temper, but I could not ſo ſoon 
make a tranfition from grief to joy. I re- 
mained as confounded as a malefactor who 
hears them cry a reprieve, the-moment that he 
expected the fatal ſtroke, My maſter afcri- 
bed all my diſturbance only to the fear of ha- 
ving diſpleaſed him, although the apprehen- 
lon of a perpetual impriſonment, had, at leaſt, 
as great a ſhare herein. He confeſſed that he 
had affected to look cool upon me, to ſee if I 
ould be very ſenſible of the change; that 
be judged, by that, of my attachment to his 
perſon, and liked me the better, 


O 2 CHAP. 
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CH AP. VII. 


Of the good uſe he made of his 1500 ducats, (f 
the firſt affair wherein he engaged, and of ihe 
profit he got by it, pay fps. | 


HE King, as if to comply with my im. 
patience, returned on the morrow to 
Madrid. I immediately flew to the royal 
treaſury, where 1 as ſoon received the ſum 
contained in my warrant. I then gave ear tg 
nothing but my ambition and vanity, I left 
my miſerable ready- furniſhed dog-hole for the 
ſecretary's, who did not yet underſtand the 
language of birds, and hired a ſecond time 
my fine apartment, which, by good fortune, 
happened to be empty. I then ſent for a fa 
mous taylor, who worked for almoſt all the 
fops : he took my meaſure, and carried me 
to a woollen-draper's, where we bought five 
ells of cloth, which he ſaid he muſt have to 
make me a ſuit. Five ells for Spaniſh dreſs 
Juſt Heavens ! But do not let us criticiſe 
_ thereupon. Taylors who are in reputation, 
always take more than others. I afterwarcs 
bought ſome linen, whereof I was in great 
want, with filk ſtockings, and a beaver, laced 
with a Spaniſh open lace, ö 
After this, as I could not well be without 
a footman, I defired my. landlord, Vincent 
Forero, to recommend me one. Moſt part of 
the foreigners who lodged with him, uſed, 
when they came to Madrid, to hire Spaniſh 
ſervants. This did not fail to draw all the 
footmen 
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footmen that were out of ſervice to his houſe. 
The firſt that offered was a young fellow of 
ſuch a mild religious air, that 1 would not 
have him, I thought I ſaw Ambroſe de La- 
mela. I do not love,” ſaid I to Forero, 
« a footman with ſuch a ſanctified look; 1 
have been caught fo already.“ 

[ had hardly refuſed this fellow, but ano- 
ther came in. This ſeemed very ſharp, with 
more impudence than a court-page, add to 
that a little roguiſh, He pleaſed me; I aſked 
him ſome queſtions, to which he gave perti- 
nent anſwers ; I even obſerved that he was 
intriguing. I looked upon him as a man fit 
for my turn, and hired him, of which I had 
o reaſon to repent, for I ſoon perceived that 
I had got an admirable bargain. As the Duke 
had given me leave to ſpeak to him in favour 
of perſons whom I had a mind to ſerve, and 
ks | had no intention to neglect this permiſ- 
hon, I wanted a ſpaniel to hunt out the game; 
| mean an arch fellow that was induſtrious, 
nd fit to find out and bring me ſuch perſons 
as had favours to aſk of the prime miniſter. 
his was juſt Scipio's maſterpiece : that was 
y footman's name: he came from Donna 
inna de Guevara, the Prince of Spain's 
* where he had exerciſed that talent very 
nuch. | | 

As ſoon as I had informed him of my in- 
reſt, and that I ſhould be glad to make uſe 
it it, he took the field, and that very day he 
Id me, © Sir, I have made a pretty good 
covery, There is a young gentleman of 
Q 3 Grenada 
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Ct 
Grenada juſt arrived at Madrid, whoſe name ly, 
is Don Roger de Rada, He has fought a due, WF 
which obliges him to have recourſe to the na 


Duke of Lerma's protection; and he is will 
ing to pay well for doing him that ſervice, | 
have ſpoke to him. He had a mind to have 
addrefled himſelf to Don Rodriguez de Cal. 
derona, whoſe power has been cried up ty 
him; but I have deterred him, by acquainting 
him, that the ſecretary ſold his good offices 
at an extravagant rate, whereas you would 
be ſatisfied with a handſome acknowledgment Wi of 
for yours; that you would even do a {ervic ¶ ſpo 
for nothing, if the condition of your affair per 
would allow you to follow your generous and WW If 
difintereſted temper. In ſhort, I have ſpoken WM tur 
after ſuch a manner, that you will ſee the ver 
gentleman at your levee to-morrow morn-Wi he 
ing.” How,“ ſaid I, Mr. Scipio, youll he 
have already done a great deal of buſineſs: hen 
you are no novice at intriguing ; I wonder youll {ho 
are no richer.” *© That ought not to fur: 
priſe you,” replied he; I love to make mo- 
ney circulate, I do not hoard.” 

Don Roger de Rada came accordingly, and 


rec 
rec 


was received with a politeneſs intermixe [1 
with haughtineſs.” Signior Cavalier,” (ad his « 
I, before I engage to ſerve you, I mull pat 
know the affair of honour that brings you (li that 
court; for it may happen to be of that nature ticu] 
that I may not dare to intercede for you wit cree 
the prime miniſter. Therefore, I defire 30% mig! 
to give ime a true account of it, and be au hen 
red that I will eſpouſe your intereſt very heart\_hf bim 


I 


4 
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ly, if a man of honour may appear therein.” 
„With all my heart,” repked the young Gre- 
nadian; I am going to make you a ſincere 
recital of my hiſtory,” Ar the ſame time, he 
recounted it after the following manner. 


CH A P. VIE 
The hiſtory of Don Roger de Rada. 


ON Anaſtaſio de Rada, a gentleman of 
Grenada, lived very happily in the city 

of Antequera, with Donna Eſtephania his 
ſpouſe, who, with ſolid virtue, had a mild tem- 
er, and was a woman of exquiſite beauty. 
If ſhe loved her huſband tenderly, it was re- 


S turned with equal paſſion, He was naturally 


very much inclined to jealouſy ; and although 
he had no reaſon to ſuſpect his wife's fidelity, 
he was nevertheleſs uneaſy, He was. appre- 
henſive leſt ſome private enemy to his repoſe, 
ſhould make an attempt upon his honour, He 
grew diffident of all his friends, except Don 
Huberto de Hordales, to whom his houſe was 
open, as being Eſtephania's couſin, and who 
was the only one of whom he had no miſtruſt. 
In effect, Don Huberto fell in love with 
his couſin, and was ſo bold as to declare his 
paſſion, without having regard to the blood 
that united them, or to Don Anaſtaſio's par- 
ticular friendſhip. The lady, who was diſ- 
creet, inſtead of making a clamour, which 
might have had fatal conſequences, repre- 
hended her relation mildly, repreſenting to 
him the heinouſneſs of the crime, to attempt 
| to. 
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in you as much grief as ſurpriſe. I am 
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to ſeduce her, and diſhonour her huſband aud 
telling him very ſefiouſly, that he ought not 
to flatter himſelf with any hopes of ſuccch, 
This moderation only ſerved to inflame the 
cavalier the more; for imagining that he 
ought to try a woman of her character to the 
utmoſt, he began to be diſreſpectful in his be. 
haviour, and had the aſſurance one day 10 
reſs her to ſatisfy his deſires. She repulſed 
him with a ſevere air, and threatened to make 


ſio, 
is f 
her 
a p: 
und 
10 1 
Dor 


don 


Don Anaſtaſio puniſh bis raſhneſs. The ſpark, Wu! 


being terrified with this menace, promiſed to W101 
talk no more to her of love; and, upon the Wyo 
credit of this promiſe, Eſtephania forgave Wa: 
what was paſt. | | Al 

Don Huberto, who was naturally a great n 
villain, could not fee his paſſion fo ill repaid, What 
without conceiving a baſe deſire of avenging Wlcert 
himſelf, He knew Don Anaſtaſio to be a port 
jealous man, ſuſceptible of any impreſſions Wii, 
he would make upon him. He wanted no WM I. 
more to form the blackeſt defign of which a lis 
miſcreant could be capable. One evening, as Ws | 
he was walking alone with this weak hu. 
band, he ſaid to him with the moſt melancho- 
ly air in the world, My dear friend, I can 
live no longer without revealing a ſecret, 
which I ſhould be cautious of diſcovering, it 
your honour were not more. dear to you than 
your reſt, But your delicacy and mine ia 
point of offences, will not ſuffer me to con- 
ceal any longer what is done at your houſe, 
Prepare to hear an account which will cauſe 


goiog 
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going to wound you in your tendereſt part.” 
« [| underſtand you,” replied Don Anaſta- 
fo, already quite confounded ; “ your couſin 
is falſe to me.“ © I no longer acknowledge 
her for my couſin,” rejoined Hordales, with 
a paſſionate air; “ I difown her, and ſhe is 
unworthy of having you for her huſband.” 
« Tou make me languith too long,” cried 
Don Anaſtaſio ; “ ſpeak, what has Eſtephania 
done?“ © She has betrayed you,” replied Don 
Huberto.“ You have a rival whom ſhe fa- 
vours ſecretly, but I cannot name him to 
you ; for the adulterer eſcaped the eyes that 
watched him, by the favour of a dark night. 
All that I know is, that they deceive you. It 
za thing whereot I am aſſured. The intereſt 
that I ought to take in this affair, is but, too 
certain a proof for you, of the truth of my re- 
port, Since 1 declare myſelf againſt Eftepha- 
nia, I muſt be well convinced of her infidelity, 
[t is in vain,” continued he, obſerving that 
Wis diſcourſe produced the deſired effect, “it 
s in vain to ſay any more to you. I perceive 
that you are undeſerving of the ingratitude 
herewith your love is repaid, and that you 
are meditating a juſt revenge: I ſhall not op- 
pole you; do not examine who is the victim 
you are going to ſtrike ; ſhew the whole city, 
mat there is nothing but what you can ſacri- 
ace to your honour,” 
Thus did the traitor animate a too cre- 
dulous huſband againſt an innocent wife ; 
ad he painted to him, in ſuch lively colours, 
lic infamy wherewith he would be covered, 


if 
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if he let the affront go unpuniſhed, that at laſt 
he put him in a rage. Behold Don Anaftz 
fio deprived of judgment. He ſeems as if po 
ſeſſed by the furies. He returns home with 
a reſolution to ſtab his unhappy wife, who 
was juſt ſtepping into bed when he arrived. 

He conſtrained himſelf at firſt, and waited 
till the domeſtics were withdrawn. , But then, 
without being reſtrained by the fear of the 
anger of Heaven, or the diſhonour that it 
would reflect upon an honeſt family; or e- 
ven by the natural pity he ought to have had 
for a child, wherewith his wife was fix 
months gone, he approached his victim, and 
faid in a furious tone, Wretch, thou muſt 
periſh ; thou haſt but one moment longer to 
live, and that is owing to my goodneſs, that 
thou mayſt beg Heaven to forgive thee the out. 
rage thou haſt done me, I would not have thee 
loſe thy ſoul, as thou haſt loſt thine honour.” 
This ſaid, he drew his poniard. His action 
and diſcourſe terrified Eſtephania; ſo that, 
throwing herſelf at his knees, wringing 
her hands, and quite confounded, ſhe ai, 
What is the matter, my Lord? What res- 
ſon have I had the misfortune to give you to 
be diſſatisfied ? Why would you deprive your 
| ſpouſe of her life? If you ſuſpect her of not 
being faithful to you, you are in an errour.“ 
No, no,” replied the jealous wretch, “ 
am but too well aſſured of your treaſon. The 
perſons who informed me are of worth. Don 
Huberto”——* Ah, my Lord!“ faid the, 
interrupting him with precipitation, " 
oug 
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ought to diſtruſt Don Huberto: he is not ſo 
much your friend as you imagine. If he has 
told you any thing reflecting upon my virtue, 
do not believe him,” Hold your tongue, 
you infamous woman,” replied Don Ana- 
ſtaſio, by endeavouring to prepoſſeſs me a- 
gainſt Hordales, you rather juſtify than re- 
move my ſuſpicions. You attempt to render 
me miſtruſtful of this relation, becauſe he is 
acquainted with your ill conduct. You would 
weaken his evidence; but this artifice is uſe- 
les, and redoubles my inclination to puniſh 
you, ” My dear huſband,” replied Eſtephania 
weeping bitterly, ** be upon your gaurd a- 
gainſt your blind paſſion, whoſe dictates, if 
you follow, you will never forgive yourſelf, 
when you ſhall once know the wrong you do 
me, For God's ſake, calm your anger; at 
laſt, give yourſelf time to clear up your ſuſpi- 
cions, It will only be doing juſtice to a wo- 
man who has nothing wherewith to reproach 
herſelf. | 

Any other but Don Anaſtafio would have 
been moved at theſe words, and yet more at 
the affliction of the perſon who pronounced 
them; but the barbarian, far from ſeeming 
to relent, bid the lady a ſecond time recom- 
mend herſelf to God ſpeedily ; and even lift- 
ed up his arm to ſtrike her. Stop, barba- 
Tan,” cried ſhe. -* If the love you formerly 
bore me is entirely extinct; if all the marks of 
tenderneſs, of which I have been ſo profuſe, 
re blotted out of your remembrance ; if my 
ears cannot deter you from your execrable 
deſign, 


168 THE HISTORY Book vi 


deſign, at leaſt have regard for your ow 
blood. Do not arm your furious hand againf 
an innocent who has not yet ſeen the light. 
You cannot be its executioner without of. 
fending both heaven and earth. As for me 
I forgive you my death; but be aſſured its blood 
will cry for juſtice for ſo enormous a crime, 
As reſolute as Don Anaſtaſio was not 10 
hearken to whatever Eſtephania ſhould fay, 
he could not help being moved at the horrible 
ideas which theſe laſt words brought into his 
mind. Accordingly, as if he was afraid || 
this ſhock ſhould get the better of his reſent: 
ment, he made haſte to take advantage of 
what fury remained in him, and plunged his Hein, 
poniard into his wife's left ſide, She fell | 
down that moment, and he, believing her ca 
dead, immediately left his houſe, and diſap- 
peared from Antequera, | 

In the meanwhile, this unfortunate ſpoulc 
was ſo ſtunned with the wound ſhe had recei- 
ved, that ſhe remained ſome minutes lifeleſs 
upon the ground. After which, recovering 
her ſpirits, ſhe made ſuch complaints and la- 
mentations, as drew an old woman that ſerved 
her to her aſſiſtance. This good old creature 
ſeeing her miſtreſs in ſuch a piteous condition, 
ſent forth ſuch cries, as ſoon awakened the 
other domeſtics, and even the next neigh- 
bours. The chamber was quickly full of 
company. They ſent for ſurgeons, who ex. 
amining the wound, had no ill opinion of it, 
They were not miſtaken in their conjectures. 


Eſtephania was even cured in a ſhort wy 
an 
„ 
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and delivered happily of a ſon three months 
after this adventure, And in me, Signior 
l Blas, you behold that ſon ; I am che fruits 
of that melancholy labour. 

Although flander ſeldom ſpares a woman's 
haracter, it yet ſhewed a regard to my mo- 
her's ; and this bloody ſcene was looked up- 


ealous huſband, It is true, my father was 
nown to be of a violent temper, and apt ea- 


adged very rightly, that his couſin ſuſpected 
jim of having diſturbed Don Anaſtaſio's mind 
dy his falſities, and, contenting himſelf with 
ing, at leaſt, half revenged of her, he left off 
ſiting her, I ſhall not enlarge upon the e- 
Iucation that was given me, for fear of tiring 
our patience ; I ſhall only ſay, that my mo- 
her chiefly took care of my learning to fence 
Fell, and that I puſhed a long time in the 
noſt famous ſchools of Grenada and Seville. 
dic impatiently waited till I was of age, to 
neaſure my ſword with Don Huberto, that 
he might inform me what reaſon ſhe had to 
omplain of him; and finding me at laſt in 
by eighteenth year, ſhe intruſted me with it, 
bot without ſhedding a flood of tears, and 


te eing ſeized with a lively grief. What im- 
phe reſſion cannot a mother make in this condi- 
off”, upon a fon who has courage and natu- 


l affection ? I immediately went to find out 
rdales, and carried him to a private place, 


Mere, after a pretty long combat, I ran 
or. III 92 him 


dn in the town but only as the tranſport of a 


ily to take umbrage at any thing. Hordales 
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him thrice through, and left him upon the 


ipot. S 200%: , 
Don Huberto feeling himſelf mortally I 
wounded, fixed his dying eyes upon me, and q 
owned that he had received death at my hands, WH v 
as a juſt puniſhment for the offence he had Wc: 
committed againſt my mother's honour. He WS © 
confeſſed that he had reſolved to ruin her, tn W 
revenge himſelf of her rigour. After this he o 
expired, aſking pardon of Heaven, Don Ani. W v6 
ſtaſio, Eſtephania, and me, I did not think Mr: 
it proper to return home, to inform my mo- o 
ther of the iſſue, | left that to fame. I WW 
croſſed the mountains, and went to Malaga, WM rc: 
where I embarked on board a privateer who W 10: 
was going to cruize, I feemed to him not to M, 
want courage, and he conſented willingly to WW tic: 


my joining with the brave fellows he had on WW h: 
board. fach 
We were not long before we found an oc-Wf jou 
caſion to fignalize ourſelves, We met, near ung 


the iſle of Albouran, a corſair of. Melilla; who you 
was returning to the coaſt of Africa with ou 
Spaniſh veſſel richly laden, which he had u. 
ken off of Carthagena. We attacked the Anett 
frican briskly, and made ourſelves maſters of the 
his two ſhips, wherein were fourſcore Chr Vher 
ſtians whom he was carrying ſlaves to Barbi D. 
ry. Then taking advantage of a gale tha ng t 
ſorung up, and was fair for the coaſt of C Mut 
nada, we arrived in a little time at Punta d unde 
Helena. - | and t 

As we inquired of the ſlaves we had deli tren 


vered, of what place they were, I _— 
amy 
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{ime queſtion of a man of an excellent mien, 
and who might very well be fifty years old. 
He anſwered, fighing, that he was of Ante 
quera, | felt myſelf touched with his reply, 
without knowing any reaſon for it; and my 
emotion, which he perceived, cauſed a: di- 
ſturbance in him, which 1 could not help ob- 
ſerving, ** Jam,“ ſays I to him, © your fel- 
low- citizen. May not one afk the name of 
your family?“ © Alas!“ replied he, © you 
renew my grief, by requiring me to ſatisfy 
your curiofity, It is eighteen. years fince 1 
quitted Antequera, where I-ought only to be 
remembered with horrour. Perhaps you have 
yourſelf only heard me too much talked of. 
My name is Don Anaſtaſio de Rada. Good 
Heaven !”” cried I out, may I believe what 
| hear ? What, is it Don Anaſtaſio, is it my 
lather whom, I fee?” *© What do you ſay, 
young man?“ cried he out in his turn, obſer- 
ving me with ſurpriſe ; ** is it poſſible? can 
you be that unfortunate child with whom 
your mother was big, when I facrificed her 
tomy fury?“ “ Yes, father,” faid I, it was 
me that the virtuous Eſtephania brought into 
the world, three months after that fatal night 
wherein you left her weltering in her blood.” 
Don Anaſtaſio did not wait for my finiſh- 
ng theſe words, before he threw himſelf a- 
dout my neck. He embraced me in his arms, 
ad we did nothing but intermingle our ſighs 
add tears for a quarter of an hour, Having 
zien ourſelves up to the tender emotions: 
2 which. 
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which ſuch an interview could not but excite 
in us, my father lifted up his eyes to heaven, 
to return thanks for the ſaving of Eſtephaniz, 
but the moment after, as if he had been afraid 
his thanks' were unreaſonable, he aſked me 
which way his wife's innocence had been dif. 
covered. My Lord,” ſaid I, © nobody bu 
yourſelf ever doubted of it. Your ſpouſcyfi 
conduct has always been irreproachable, I 
is time you are diſabuſed : know it was Don! 
Huberto who impoſed upon you.” At the 
{ame time, I informed him of that relation' 
perfidioutneſs, how I had been revenged, and 
what he had confefled to me at his death. 
My father was leſs ſenſible of the joy of ha. 
ving recovered his liberty, than of the plex- 
{ure of hearing ſuch news. He began again 
to embrace me tenderly with tranſports of 
joy, and was never tired of expreſſing hoy 
well he was fatisfied with me. Come, my 
ſon,” ſaid he, * let us immediately take the 
road to Antequera. I burn with impatience 
to throw myſelf at the feet of a wife whom! 
have treated ſo unworthily. Since you have 
let me know the wrong I have done her, my 
heart bleeds with remorſe.” 
I had too great a mind to bring again to- 
- gether two perſons ſo dear to me, to detec 
the happy minute. I left the privatcer, ad 
bought at Adra two mules with the mone) 
I received for my part of the prize, my fa 
ther being no longer willing to expoſe bim 


lelf to the dangers of the ſea, He had leiſurd 
| enougt 


* 
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enough upon the road to relate to me all bis 
adventures, to which | liſtened with the ſame 
eager attention which the Priace of Ithaca 
ove to his father when reciting his. In 
ſhort, after ſeveral days journey, we reach - 
ed the bottom of the mountain next to Am- 
tequera, where we halted.. As we intended 


to get home as privately as poſſible, . we did 
not enter the city till the middle of the night. 
[ leave you to imagine my. mother's. ſur- 


priſe at ſeeing a huſband whom ſhe thought 


loſt for ever; and the miraculous manner, if 


I may uſe that expreſion, that he was reſto- 
red to her, was another fubjeCt for her won-- 
der, He aſked her pardon for his barbarity, 
with ſuch lively marks of: repentance, that 


ſhe could not help being. moved. Inftead of 


looking on him as an affaffin, ſhe only re- 
garded him as a man to: whom heaven had 
fubjrcted her. So ſacred is che name of huſ- 
band to a virtuous woman, | 
Etephania had been ſo muh in pain for 
me, that ſhe was charmed at my return, Ne- 


rrtheleſs her joy was not ſincere; a ſiſter of 


Hordales took out a criminal proceſs againſt 
her brother's murderer, and had me purſued 
trery where, So that my mother finding I 
vas not {afe in Gur houſe, was not without 
Giquict, This obliged me to ſet out for 
tourt that very night, whither I am. come, 
dr, to ſolicit my pardon, which I hope to 
obtain, ſince you are willing to intercede for 
ne with the firſt miniſter, and make uſe of 
A your intereſt, i 


E Here 


— . 5 * A 
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Here Don Anaſtaſio's brave ſon finiſhed hi 
relation. After which, I ſaid. to him with a 
air of importance, It is enough, Sipnig 
Don Roger; your caſe ſeems pardonable, | 
take upon me to. give his Excellency an ac 
count of your affair, and dare venture ty 
promiſe you his protection.“ The Grenadian, 
upon that, launched out in compliments, which 
had only gone in at one ear and out at. the o. 


ther, if he had not aſſured me, that his u. 
knowledgment ſhould immediately follow the WM fo 
- ſervice I ſhould render him. But as. ſoon x vf 
he had touched upon that ſtring, I ſet about tal 
it in earneſt. I told the Duke the ſtory. thu $: 
very day, who having permitted. me to preſen br 
the cavalier to him, ſaid, © Don Roger, 1 ry 
am appriſed of the affair that has brought youll go 
to court; Santillane has. informed me of co 
the circumſtances. Set your mind at reſt; ch. 
vou have done nothing but what is excuſable ed, 
His Majeſty loves, particularly, to pardon ſuch did 
. gentlemen. as revenge their offended. honour Wi cy, 
You muſt go to priſon for form; but be alu aut 


red, that you ſhall not ſtay long there; Santi int 
lane is your good friend, and ſhall take ca Po! 


of the reſt. He ſhall haſten your enlargement. of 

Don Roger made a low bow to the mini of 
ſter, upon whoſe word he ſurrendered himſelf ed 
priſoner. His pardon: was ſoon diſpatched bhi rec! 
my care, and in leſs than ten days I ſent thi to 


new Telemachus to rejoin his Ulyfles and Pe get 
nelope ; whereas, if he had not had a protec 
tor, perhaps he had not been releaſed in 


year, I had for this but an hundred piſtoles 
3 
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derona, to deſpiſe trifles. 


HA 


By * means Gil Blas made à great fortune 
in a little time; and of the great airs he 


gave himſelf. 


and ten piſtoles which I gave to Scipio 
for brokerage, encouraged him to go anew 
upon the ſcent. I have already extolled his 


Scipio the Great, The ſecand chapman he 
brought me was a printer of books of chival- 
ry, who had got an eftate in. defiance of 
good ſenſe, This printer had pirated another's 
copy, and his edition had been ſeized, For 
three hundred ducats I had his books replevi- 
ed, and ſaved him a heavy fine. Although this 
did not regard the firſt miniſter, his Excellen- 
cy, at my defire, was willing to interpoſe his 
authority. After the printer, a merchant fell 
into my clutches, and upon this account: A 
Portugueſe veſſel had been taken by a corſair 
of Barbary, and was retaken by a: privateer 
of Cadiz. Two thirds. of her lading belong- 
ed to a Liſbon merchant, who having in. vain 
reclaimed it, was come to. the court of Spain, 
to find a protector who had intereſt enough to 
get it reſtored, I interpoſed for him, and he 
regained his effects, upon paying four hun- 
ired piſtoles, whereof he made a preſent far 
tbe protection. | ted 
Methinks 


it was no great catch, but I was not yet a Cal - 


His affair made me reliſh the buſineſs. 5: 


talent at it; one might juſtly have called him 


—__- G 


\ 7 
+ 


” — 4 > £8 OF ION 
. N 


175 THE HIS TOR Y Book VIII 


Methinks I hear a rcader cry at this place, 
Courage, Santillane, put hay in your coach. 
box, you are in a fine road, puſh your for. 
tune.“ Oh! I will take care of that. If! 
am not miſtaken, I ſce my footman coming 
with a new cuſtomer whom he has juſt hook: 
ed in. Even ſo, it is Scipio. Let us hear what 
he ſays.” Sir,“ cries he, © ſuffer me to pre- 
ſent you this famous operator, He defires 1 
patent for ſelling his drugs for ten years 
through all the cities of Spain, excluſive of 
all others ; that is to ſay, that all perſons of 
his profeſſion may be prohibited ſettling in the 
places where he reſides, and he will, as an 


to the perſon that gets the patent diſpatched,” 
J told the mountebank, protector-like, © Go 
your ways, friend, I will do your buſineſs,” 
In effect, a few days after, I ſent him back 
with a patent that gave him an excluſive pow: 
er to cheat the people through all the king: 
doms of Spain. ES 

Beſides my growing more covetous, in 
proportion as I grew richer, I had obtained 
theſe four favours ſo eaſily of his Excellency, 
that I made no ſcruple of *aſking 
was the government of the city of Vera, on 
the coaſt of Grenada, for a knight of Cala 
trava, who offered me 1000 piſtoles. The 


the game. Good God, friend Gil Blas,“ 
ſaid he, © after what rate yon go on! You 
are prodigioufly fond of obliging your 1 

: bour, 


acknowledgment, give two hundred. piſtols. 


a fifth, It 


miniſter fell a-laughing to ſee me fo keen after 


neigh · 
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bour. Hearken, when you aſk only for 
tries, I ſhall not obſerve you ſo narrowly ; 
but when you want governments, or other 
conſiderable things, you muſt be ſatisfied, if 
you pleaic, with half the profit. You ſhall 
de accountable to me for the other. You can- 
not imagine,” continued he, at what. e 
pence I am forced to be, nor to how many 
thifts I am put to ſupport the dignity of my 
[poſt ; for, in ſpite of the diſintereſtedneſs I put 
on to the eyes of the world, I own to you I 
am not fool enough to confound my domeſtic 
affairs. Depend upon that.“ 

My maſter, by this diſcourſe, taking away 
all fcar of importuning him, or rather en- 
couraging me to make more frequent de- 
mands, rendered me yet more greedy of riches 
than | was before. 1 ſhould then willingly 
have poſted it up, that all thoſe who wanted 
any Favours at court, ſhould addreſs themſelves 
tome, I went one way, Scipio another, ſeek- 
ing only how to do any one a ſervice for his 
money. My knight of Calatrava had the go- 
rernment of Vera for his thouſand piſtoles, 
and I ſoon obtained another at the ſame price 
for a knight of St. Jago. Nor was I ſatisfied 
vith making governors, but I beſtowed or- 
ders of knighthood, and converted ſome 
good yeomen into bad gentlemen, by excel- 
lent coats of arms. I was alſo willing the 
clergy ſhould be ſenſible of my benefits, and 
conferred ſome ſmall benefices, made canons, 
Wd ſome other dignitaries of the church. As 
o archbiſhoprics and biſhoprics, Don Rodri- 

guez 


n 
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guez de Calderona was the patron that he. 
ſtowod them, He alſo had the naming of 
magiſtrates, commanderies, and 'viceroyalties, 
This makes me ſuppoſe that the great places 
were no better filled than the ſmall ones. For 
the perſons whom we choſe to fill the pot, 


whereof we made ſuch a pretty traffic, wer 
not always the moſt able men in the world, ee, 
nor the moſt regular. We knew very welpe. 
that the ſnecrers at Madrid made themſelves io 
merry thereupon at our expence ; but we were 
like the miſers, who comfort themſelves for hat 
the hollowing of the populace, by looking ail: 
their gold. | ing 
Hocrates had reaſon to call intemperane eis 
and folly the inſeparable companions of riches, e 
When I ſaw myſelf maſter of thirty thouſand Vith 
ducats, and in a way perhaps to get ten meu 


as much, I thought myſelf obliged to make 
figure ſuitable to the confident of the firſt mi 
niſter. I hired a whole houſe, which | fur 
nithed handſomely. I bought the coach ol 
an Eſcrivano, who had ſet it up out of often 
tation, and who was endeavouring to par 
with it by the advice of his baker, I hired: 
coachman, with three footmen, and, as it | 
juſt to promote one's old domeſtics, I advan 
ced Scipio to the threefold honour of bein 
my valet de chambre, ſecretary, and ſteward 
But what ſwelled my pride to the height was 
that the miniſter thought fit for my men i 
wear his livery, I loſt what ſenſe I had left 


I was full as mad as the diſciples of Porciu | did 
Latro, who having, by drinking wary Calf 
| mad 


ade themſelves as pale as their maſter, ima- 
ned themſelves as learned as he. I was 
rithin a little of thinking myſelf a relation 
© the Duke of Lerma's, at leaſt I fancied IL 
ould paſs for ſuch, or for one of his baſtards, 
vhich flattered my pride infinitely. 

Beſides this, I refolved to keep an open ta- 
le, after his Excellency's example, who kept 
pen houſe, For this reaſon I ordered Sci- 
io to provide me a good cook, and he found 
me one, who, perhaps, was comparable to 
hat of Nomentanus of dainty memory. I 
filled my cellar with delicious wines, and ha- 
ing laid in my other ſtores, I began to re- 
eive company. Every night I had ſome of 
the head clerks of the miniſter's offices to ſup 
rith me, who haughtily took upon them the 
quality of ſecretaries of ſtate. On the other 
und, Scipio (for like maſter like man) had 
Iſo his table in the buttery, where he enter- 
tained his acquaintance at my expence. But 
belides my loving the fellow, as he contribu- 
ted to my getting money, he ſeemed intitled 
t0 help me to ſpend it. Add to that, I look- 
upon this waſte with the eyes of a young man, 
| did not ſee the hurt it did me. The bene- 
ices and other employments continued to 
ring griſt to my mill. I ſaw my treaſury in⸗ 
teaſe daily; I imagined, that for this time I 
wad fixed a nail in fortune's wheel. 

Nothing was wanting to my vanity, but to 
are Fabricio a witneſs of my ſplendid living. 
cid not doubt but he was returned from An- 
Gluſa; and that I might have the pleaſure of 
ſurpriſing 
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ſurpriſing him, I ſent him an anonymous let. 
ter, wherein I wrote him word, that a noble. 
man of Sicily, who was his friend, expected 
him at ſupper. I appointed the day, the hour, 
and the place of rendezvous, which was at my 
houſe. Nunez came, and was extraordinari. 
| ly ſurpriſed to find that I was the ſtrange ng. 
4 bleman, who had invited him to ſupper,” Nen 
F « Yes, friend,” ſaid I to him, © I am mx 
ſter of this houſe; I have an equipage and 
good table, and, what is more, a ſtrong box.” WM 1 
is it poſfible, cried he out briſkly, * that ace 
I find you again in opulency ? How glad ani 
that I placed you with Count Galiano ! I ſaid in 
he was a generous nobleman, and would not 
be long before he made you eaſy in your cir- 
cumſtances. Undoubtedly,” added he, you 
have followed the good counſel I gave you, to 
wink a little at the ſteward. I congratulate 
you upon it. It is only by this conduct than o 
the comptrollers grow ſo warm in great 
houſes.” | 
I let Fabricio applaud himſelf as long as he 
pleaſed, for having recommended me to Cousin! 
Galiano. After which, to moderate his jo ee in 
for having procured me ſo good a poſt, I re 
cited to him the marks of gratitude where 
with that nobleman had repaid my ſervices 
But obſerving that my poet, during this relay o. 
tion, ſung a recantation within himſelf, I aid ish 
* I forgive the Sicilian his ingratitude, Un,” 
der the roſe, I have more reaſon to congratu Our 
late myſelf than complain. If the Count hail » 
not uſed me ill, I had followed him into " ud T, 
Vor 


linar; 
onfe! 


v.08 
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y, where I ſhould ſtill have ' ſerved him, in 


xpectation of an uncertain ſettlement : in 
Mort, I ſhould not have been the Duke of 
erma's confident.” | 

Nunez was ſo much ſurpriſed at theſe laſt 
vords, that he remained ſomg moments 
| peechleſs. Then breaking ſilence on a ſud- 
Jen, © Did I hear right?“ ſaid he. What, 
are you intruſted with the prime miniſter's 
ſecrets ?” “ 1 ſhare his confidence,“ replied J, 
with Don Rodriguez de Calderona ; and, 
according to all appearances, I ſhall go a great 
ray,” © Indeed, Signior de Santillane,” re- 
joined he, I admire you. You are capable 
pf diſcharging all ſorts of employments. 
hat talents ! You have, (to uſe an expreſ- 
on of us poets,) you have the univerſal fool, 
hat is to fay, you are good at every thing. 


wm overjoyed at your Lordihip' s proſperity.” 
' 0) the devil,” ſaid I, interrupting him, 
' Monſieur Nunez, truce with you my Lord, 
nd your Lordſhip ; let us baniſh thoſe terms, 
nd live always familiarly together,” © You 
re in the right,” replied he; I ought not 
0look upon you with any other eye than or- 
nary, though you are become rich. I will 
onfels my weakneſs ; I was dazzled at hear- 
of your good fortune ; but the miſt is 
amiſhed, and now I only ſce my friend Gil 
las,” 

Our converſation was interrupted by the ar- 
ml of four or five clerks. © Gentlemen,” 
ud I, preſenting Nunez to them, ** you ſhall 
Vol. III. 2 ſup 


5 for the reſt, my Lord,” continued he, © I. 
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ſup with Signior Don Fabricio, who makes 
verſes worthy of King“ Numa, and writes in 
proſe, as nobody writes.“ As il luck would Wt / 
have it, I ſpoke to perſons who valued poetr 
10 little, that the poet fuffered for it. They 
hardly deig ned to caſt their eyes on him, 4 l 
was in Vain for him to fay fine things, to draw WW * 
their attention; they had no taſte for them. u 
He was ſo much piqued at it, that he took + WM"! 
poetical licence; he got flily out of the com- 


pany, and diſappeared. Our clerks did not b 
perceive his retiring, but fat down to table e- 
ven without inquiring what was become of WM © 
him. of 

Next morning, as I had made an end offi th 
dreſſing me, and was juſt upon going out, de . 
Aſturian poet entered my chamber. *T aki /* 
your pardon, friend,” faid he, ** if I diſob- 
liged your clerks ; but: to deal freely, I wal ©* 
ſo much out of my element, that J could not | 
ſtay. What haughty wretches, with their M. 
conceited {tiff looks ! F cannot imagine hoy {ely 
you, who have bright parts, can fuit yourſeiii e 
to ed dull company. To- night,“ continued 
he, I will bring you ſome of a better taſte, cho 
„Jou will oblige me therein,” replied | Juſt 
* and I truſt to your judgment.” * You ant Iy, 
in the right,” rejoined he; “ promiſe yo * 
ſome of the brighteſt and moſt diverting gef ! 
nius. I am going directly to a chocolate bei. 
houſe, where they will meet in a moment, re 
I will beſpeak them, for fear they ſhould "i 

* The obſcure verſes which, the Salian pricſts furg ! four: 


their proceſſions, were compoſed by Numa. | 
| engage 
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engaged elſewhere ; for every one ſtrives who 
(hall have them to dinner or ſupper, they. are 
ſo very pleaſant companions,” 

At theſe words, he left ine; and at night, at 


ſix authors, whom he preiented to me one at- 
ter another, making their reſpective encomi- 
ums. To have heard him, theſe wits ſurpaſſed 
the moſt celebrated writers of Greece and I- 
taly, and their works (as he faid) deſerved to 
be written in letters of gold, I received the 
zentlemen very politely, and even aftected to 
overwhelm them with civility; for the nation 
of authors is a little vain and conceited. Al- 
though. I had not ordered Scipio to take care 
that the table ſhould be plentifully furniſhed, 
yet, as he knew what ſort of people I was 
to treat, he had made an. addition to each 
courſe. 

la ſhort, we fat down to table very merry. 
My poets began to extol and cry up them- 
ſelves. One, with a haughty air, quoted the 
great lords and women of quality who were 
raviſhed with his muſe. Another, blaming the 
choice that an academy of learned men had 
juſt made of two members, ſaid very modeſt- 
ly, that they ought to have choſen him. The 
liſcourſe of the others was not leſs preſuming. 
la the middle of ſupper they ſtunned me with 
their verſe and proſe. Every one round began 
o recite a ſpecimen of his writings, One re- 
peats a ſonnet, another a ſcene of tragedy ; 4 
mird reads a criticiſm upon a comedy. A 
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ſupper-time, he came only accompanied with . 


fourth being willing in his. turn to rehearſe an 
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ode of Anacreon, tranſlated into wretchel 
Spaniſh verſe, was interrupted by one of his 


brethren, who tells him he has made uſe off 


an improper term. The author of the ver 
fion will by no means agree to it. Thenc 
ariſes a diſpute, wherein all the wits engage, 
They are divided in their opinions, the diſpu- 
tants grow hot, they fall to invectives; as to 
that, it was tolerable, but the furious mad- 
men riſe from table, and fall to boxing, . 
bricio, Scipio, my coachman, footman, and 
myſelf had no fmall trouble to part them; 
which, as ſoon as we had done, they went 
out of my houſe as if it had been a tavern, 
without making me the leaſt excuſe for their 
incivility. 

Nunez, upon whoſe word I had promiſed 
myſelf to ſpend the evening very agreeably, 
remained quite confounded at this adventure, 
„Well,“ ſays I, „friend, will you again cry 
up your gueſts? Faith, you have brought me 
{curvy companions. For my part, I will keep 
to my clerks; ſpeak no more to me of au- 
thors.” No, I will take care,” replied be, 
not to introduce any more; you have ſeen 
the moſt reaſonable of them,” 
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CHAT. 


e of WW Gil Blas is entirely corrupted at court. Of the 
ver. commiſſion given him by the Count de Lemos, 
ene and of the intrigue wherein. that nobleman 
Na and he engaged themſelves, _ 

"WH A 5 1 was known to be the Duke of Ler- 


wy | ma's favourite, I ſoon. had a number 
F. ho made their court to me. My antecham- 
and ber was every morning crowded with ſuppli-- 
ants, to whom I gave audience at my levee.. 


. Theſe conſiſted of two ſorts. The one 
rn, came to engage me to uſe my intereſt for 
ler them with the prime miniſter, for which they 
were willing to gratify me; the others endea- 
el vourcd to induce me, by their ſupplications and 
M prayers, to obtain what they defired gratis. 
re be firit were ſure of being favourably heard 
7 and well ſerved; As for the ſecond, I either 
ne got rid of them immediately by evaſions and 
eo WM prctences, or amuſed them fo long that I made 
uv WT them loſe their patience. Before my coming. 


to court, I was naturally compaſſionate and 
charitable ; but when one is once there, one 
has no longer any humanity, and 1 became as 
hard as a flint. Conſequently, I was cured of 
my ſenſibility for my friends; I put off all af. 
kection for them. The manner of my uſing 
loſepi Navarro in a. juncture which J am go- 
10g to relate, will confirm it. 

This Navarro, to whom I was ſo much. 
obliged, and who, (to ſay all at once) was the 
arſt cauſe of my fortune, came to me one 


Q 3 day.. 
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day. Having expreſſed a great deal of friend. 
ſhip for me, as he was uſed to do whenever he 
faw me, he begged me to atk a certain employ. 
ment of the Duke de Lerma, telling me thy 
the cavalier for whom he ſolicited was a young 
gentleman of great worth and merit, but that 
he was in need of, a poſt whereon to ſubſiſt 
I do not at all doubt,” continued he, * but 
as I know you to be obliging and good:hy. 


moured, you will be glad of doing a ſervice tg 


an honeſt gentleman who is not rich, I an 
ſure you will thank me for giving you an op- 
portunity to exerciſe your generous temper,” 
This was telling me plainly that this piece af 
ſervice was expected for nothing. Although 
this was not at all to my relith, I nevertheleß 
ſeemed entirely diſpoſed to do what was defi 
red of me. I am overjoyed,” replied I to 


Navarro, that I am able to give you a proof 


how much I am ſenſible of all you have done 
for me. It is enough that you make intereſt 
for any one; that is ſufficient to determine me 
to ſerve him. Your friend ſhall have the em. 
ployment you defire, depend upon it; it 1 
now no longer your bufineſs; it is mine.“ 
Joſeph went away very well ſatisfied upon 
this aſſurance. Nevertheleſs, the perſon he ſo 
much recommended, had not the place in que 
ſtion. TI obtained it for another for a thouſand 
ducats which I put in my ſtrong box. I pre 
ferred this ſum to all the thanks my clerk cf 
the kitchen would have given me, and faid, 
with a mortified air, when we met again, 
„ Ah, my dear Navarro, you thought of 
ſpeaking 
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fpeaking to me too late. Calderona has pre- 
rented me, he has given the employment you 
mentioned to another. I am in deſpair that I 
have no better news for you.“ Fred 


better friends than ever; but I fancy he ſoon 


more, I was glad of it; for, beſides. his ſer- 
vices lying heavy upon me, I thought that in 


oi 


ſtewards, 


a good while; let us now return to him. I 
ſometimes wanted on him. I had carried him 
a thouſand piſtoles, as has been faid before, 


Duke his uncle's order, out of money I had 
of his Excellency's. That day the Count de 
Lemos was pleaſed to have along converſation 
with me, and informed me, that he had at 
aſt attained: his deſires, that he was the ſole 
favourite and confident of the prince of Spain. 
After this he intruſted me with a very ho- 
nourable. commiſſion, for which he had before 
prepared me. Friend Santillane,” ſaid he, 


ans to find out ſome young beauty - worthy 


nde entertain a gallant prince. You do not 
re. Want for wit, I ſhall ſay no more; run, fly, 
of Wiunt, and when you have made a fortunate 

ſcovery, come and acquaint me. I promi- 


kd the Count to be indefatigable in the dif- 
Marge of this employment, which ought not 


Joſeph believed me ſincerely, and we parted 


diſcovered the truth, for he came near me no 


me ſtation wherein Þ was at court, it was no. 
longer proper for me to keep company with 


The Count de Lemos has been forgotten 


and I carried him a thouſand more by the 


now you muſt beſtir yourfelf. Spare no 
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to be very difficult, ſince ſo many undertaly 


it. | 

I vas not greatly uſed to this ſort of office, 
but I did not doubt Scipio's being admirahle 
at this likewiſe, Hereupon, when I cane 
home, I called him apart, and told him, 
boy, I have a ſecret of importance to impart 
to you. Do you know, that, in the midſt of 
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3 | fortune's favours, I cad ſomething wanting!“ 
5 I can eaſily gueſs what it is,” ſaid he, in 
i 6 terrupting me, without giving me time to f- 
106 niſh my diſcourſe. iy You would have an 3. e 
Wilt greeable nymph to divert and enliven you, Hg. 


thort, it is a wonder that you have not already 
had one in the prime of your years, whe 
old grave fellows cannot be without.“ „ 
admire your penetration, replied I, ſmiling 
« Yes, friend, it is a miſtreſs I want, and | 
will have one of your procuring, But I mull 
tell you, I am very nice in this point. I mult 
have a pretty girl, who has no jilting tricks, 
* You aſk,” replied Scipio, ** ſomething un 
common; nevertheleſs, thank Heaven, wt 
are in a city, where there are ſome of all ſorts 
and I hope I ſhall ſoon find one for your pur 
: ole.” | 
: Accordingly, three days afterwards, he to 
me, I have diſcovered a treaſure. There 
a young lady, called Catalina, of a good ia 
mily, and an enchanting beauty, who liv 
under the government of her aunt, in a itt 
houſe, where they live very reputably upo 
their ſubſtance, which is not conſiderable: 
am acquainted with their Abigail, and ſhe ha 
| Jud 
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it allured me, that their door, though not 
open to any one, may however give admit- 
tance to a gallant who is rich and generous, 
provided, for fear of ſcandal, he will only 
ome thither at night, and without making 


a cavalier who deſerves admiſſion any where, 
and have begged Mrs, Chambermaid to pro- 
poſe you to the two ladies: ſhe has promiſed 
me to do it, and bring me an anſwer to-mor- 
row to a place agreed on between both.“ 
„That is very well,” replied I;“ but I am 
fraid the wench has impoſed upon you.“ 
No, no,” replied he, I am. not a man 
to be put upon; I have already inquired of 
the neighbours, and from what they have told 
me, I conclude that Sennora Catalina is a 
Danae, with whom you may play the Jupi- 
ter, at the price of a golden ſhower.” 

As much as I was prejudiced againſt this 
kind of good fortune, I catched at this; and 
s the maid came the next day to tell Scipio, 
that it ſhould be my own fault if I was not in- 
troduced to the ladies that very night, I ſlipt 
thither between eleven and twelve, The 
veach received me without any light, and 
kd me by the hand into a pretty handfome 
parlour, where I found the ladies genteelly 
irefſed, and fitting upon ſatin cuſhions, As 
hoon as they perceived me, they roſe, and ſa- 
ted me with ſuch a noble air, that I thought 
thy two perſons of quality. Though the 
wnt, whoſe name was Signiora Mencia, was 
lll beautiful, ſhe did not attract my eyes. It 
18 


any noiſe, Hereupon I have deſcribed you as 
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is true, her niece drew all one's attention} 
and yet, upon a ſtrict examination, one might 
have faid, that ſhe was not a nonpareille; 
but the had to many charms, with ſuch a 
inviting piquant air, that it was impoſlible 


Accordingly, her fight dazzled my ſenſes; | 
forgot that I was come thither to ſolicit fo 
another; I ſpoke for myſelf, and entertained 
her with all the paſſion of a man deeply en 
moured ; and the little gipſy, whom I thought 
'thrice as witty as ſhe really was, (ſo agreeabk 
ſhe ſeemed in my eyes), completed her con 
queſt by her anſwers, I began to be no longe 
-maſter of myſelf, when the aunt interrupte 
us, and {poke after this manner to moderat 
my tranſports. * Signior de Santillane, [ ag 
going to explain myſelf freely. I have give 
you admittance upon the good character [ hay 
had of you, without attempting to enhane 
the value of this favour by a great many cere 
monies, But do not think you are ever d 
-nearer for that; I have hitherto brought 

my niece very retired, and you are (as Ol 
may ſay) the firſt cavalier who has had 
fight of her. If you think her worthy of beit 
your ſpouſe, i ſhall be overjoyed at bd 
having that honour ; conſider, if you like h. 
at that price, you can have her at no oth 
This home-ſtroke ſent young Cupid pi 
ing, juſt as the urchin was going to let ff. 
arrow at me. To ſpeak without metaphe 
a marriage propſed fo bluntly brought me 
- myſelf, 1 immediately became a, faithful age 
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o the Count de Lemos, and, changing my 
one, J made Sennora Mencia this anſwer. 
Madam, I like your freedom, and I Will, 
nitate it. Whatever figure I make at court, 
do not deſerve: the incomparable; Catalina; I. 
re a more glorious offer in {tore for her, I 
gelign her for the Prince of Spain.“ © It was 
nough to refuſe my niece,” replied the aunt 
volly ; “ that refuſal, to my thinking, was 
afficiently diſobliging; there was no need of 
ding to it by your unſeaſonable raillery.“ 
Ido not rally, Madam,” crra I, “no- 
bing is more ſerious: I have orders to find a, 
erſon worthy of receiving the Prince of. 
pain. I have met her in your houſe, I ſet 
you down in my books.” | 
Sioniora Mencia was very much ſurpriſed, 
«theſe words, which I perceived did not dif- 
pleaſe her: nevertheleſs, thinking the ought to 
pear upon the reverſe, ſhe anſwered me in 
lis manner. Were 1 to believe you in 
arncit, F would have you know that I am 
t a woman to be proud-of the infamous ho- 
hour of ſeeing my niece miſtreſs to a prince. 
My virtue is ſhocked at the idea” ——* You 
re a very pretty creature,” ſaid I, interrupt- 
ng her, with your virtue! You talk like 
| foolifh cit, What, do you banter, to look, 
on theſe things in a moral light? It is de- 
piving them of all their beauty. One muſt 
ew them with a favourable eye; think you 
e the heir of the crown at the feet of the 
runate Catalina; repreſent him to yourſelf 
Woring her, and loading her with preſents ; 
and 
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and imagine, that perhaps ſhe may brin 
forth a hero, who may immortaliſe both hi; 
own name and his mother's.” 

Though the aunt defired no better than 10 
accept my propoſal, ſhe pretended not tg 
know upor. what to reſolve; and Cataling, 
who would even then have been glad to hays 
been ſure of the Prince of Spain, affected 10 
be very indifferent; which made me begin a 
freſh to lay ſiege to the fort, till, at laſt, the 
aunt finding me diſcouraged, and ready to rife 
from before-the town, beat a parley, and ve 
drew up a capitulation, which contained the 
following articles : 

- Firſt, That if the Prince of Spain took 
fire upon the report that ſhould be made him 
of Catalina, and ſhould reſolve to viſit her by 
night, I ſhould take care to inform the ladies, 
as alſo of the time appointed for that pur- 
poſe, 

' Secondly, That the Prince ſhould not be 
introduced thither but as an ordinary gallant, 
and that only attended by me and his head 
miniſter of pleaſure. 

- After this agreement, the aunt and niece 
ſhewed me all the kindneſs imaginable, and 
even aſſumed a familiar air, by which being 
encouraged, I ventured to claſp them in m 
arms, which was not very ill received ; and 
as we were parting, they embraced me 0 
themſelves with all the fondneſs in the world 
It is wonderful to ſee how eaſily your procu 
rers, and the nymphs who want them, be 
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o ſee me go away in ſuch favour, that I had 
been happier than I was. 

The Count de Lemos was overjoyed, when 
told him I had made ſuch a diſcovery as 
ould charm him. I gave him ſuch a cha- 
ater of Catalina, as made him deſirous to ſee 
her; upon which I carried him the next night, 
ad he owned I had made an excellent choice, 


$ 


Joubt but the Prince of Spain would be ve 
rell ſatisfied with the miſtreſs I had pitched 
don, and that, on the other hand, ſhe would 
aye reaſon to be pleaſed with her lover: that 
the young Prince was generous, and of an 
xquiſite (weet temper; in ſhort, he aſſured 
hem, that in a few days he would bring him 
ut as they defired, that is to ſay, without 
any noiſe or retinue. Hereupon the noble- 
man took his leave of them, and I withdrew 
ith him to his equipage 'wherein we both 
ame, and which waited for us at the end of 
he ſtreet After this he ſet me down at my 
houſe, charging me to inform his uncle the next 
morning of this beginning of our adventure, 
ind to beg him, in his name, to fend him a 
bouſand piſtoles to put the finiſhing ſtroke to 
If, 


[ did not fail going the next day to give the 
Duke of Lerma an exact account of all that 
lad paled, I concealed but one thing, I did 
dot mention a word of Scipio; I pretended 
byleif to be the diſcoverer of Catalina; for 
ne aſſumes the honour of every thing to one's 


. 


elt amongſt great men. 


He told the ladies that he did not in the leaſt. 
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ny this I drew ſome compliments upon my. : 
ſelf. Mr. Gil Blas,” ſays the miniſter, vi. 
x rallying air, I am overjoyed, that with al n 
your other talents, you have allo that of hunt. g 
ing out beauties who are willing to oblige, n. 
when I want one, be pleaſed to allow me 1M :1 
_ addreſs myſelf to you.” * My Lord,” an. 0 
ſwered I, in the ſame tene, I thank you for 2. 
the preference; but ſuffer me to tell you, thu i 
I ſhould make a ſcruple of procuring your H- ne 
cellency theſe forts of pleatures. Signior Don 
Rodriguez has ſo long been in poſſeſſion of 
that employment, that ir would be an injuſtice Y 
to ſupplant him.” The Duke ſmiled at the 
anſwer ; then changing the diſcourſe, he aſx n; 
ed if his nephew did not want money for thi cot 
expedition. © Pardon me,” faid I,“ he beg me 
you to ſend him a thouſand piſtoles,” * Well rc 
then,” rephed the miniſter, you have nM bar 
thing to do but to carry them; bid him nl ;; 2 
ſparc them, but humour the Prince in all tall Yer 
txpences he pleaſes to deſire.“ ſee 
« [ 

 $E II A + of XI. me, 

Of the ferret viſit and preſents the Prince l 
Spain made ts Catalina. E 

[| Went that very hour to carry five hunde nuc 
double piſtoles to the Count de Lem; 

« You could not have come more à prof0, WM nicc: 
ſaid that nobleman, * I have ſpoken to bite 
Prince; he has bit at the book, and burly.” 
with i: patience to ſee Catalina. He will ſte tt; 


7 
L 


out of his palace this very night, in order 


b 
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90 thither. It is a thing reſolved on. We have 
already taken our meaſures for that purpoſe. 
Ioform the ladies of it, and carry them. the 
money you have brought me; it 1s good to 
ſhew them that they are to receive no ordi- 
nary lover; beſides, a Prince's favours ought 
always to precede his gallantries, As you are 
to attend him with me, be ſure to be to-night 
at his couchee; befides, I think it proper to 
uſe your coach, let it wait for us at midnight 

near the palace.” | 
| went immediately to the ladies, but did 
not ſee Catalina; they ſaid. ſhe was gone to 
down. I ſpoke only to Sennora Mencia. 
„Madam,“ faid I, I beg you would excuſe 
my appearing at your houſe in the day, but E 
could not help it. I muſt inform you, that 
the Prince of Spain will be here to night; 
and here,” continued I, putting into her 
hands a bag wherein was the money, © here 
z an offering which he ſends to the temple of 
Venus, to render the goddeſs propitious. You 
ſee I have not engaged you in an ill affair.” 
Jam obliged to you,” replied ſhe; “ but tell 
me, Signior de Santillane, does the Prince love 
mutic ?” “O yes,“ rejoined I, to diſtraction ; 
nothing charms him more than a fine voice, 
companicd with a lute finely touched.” 80 
much the better,” cried ſhe, tranſported with 
Py; © you rejoice me in ſo faying ; for my 
mlece ſings like a nightingale, and- touches a 
late to perfection. She even dances exquiſite- 
ly,” „ Good God!” cried I in my turn, 
theſe are a great many -accomplithments,. 
4x - aunt? 
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aunt! A woman need not have fo many tg 
make her fortune; one of theſe talents is ſuf. 
Hcient for that,” 

Matters being thus prepared, I waited the 
hour of the Prince's couchee ; which deing 
come, I gave my coachman his inſtructions, 
and rejoined the Count de Lemos, who told 
me that the Prince would feiga a flight in- 
diſpoſition, to get the ſooner rid of all com- 
pany, and that he would even go to bed, tg 

rſuade them the better that he was fick; but 
that he would rife again in an hour, and would 
come by a private door, down the back-ſtairs 
that led into the court- yard. 

Having thus inſtructed me in what had been 
concerted between them, he poſted me in a 
place, by which he aſſured me they muſt paſs, 


I danced attendance fo long, that I began to bay 
think our gallant had taken another way, or 
had loſt the deſire of ſeeing Catalina; as if Ler 
princes did not retain ſuch fancies till they 17 
had ſatisfied them. In ſhort, I imagined they 
had forgotten me, when I was accoſted by en 
two men, whom finding to be thoſe I wanted, MI" 
I conducted them to my coach, wherein they 4 
both got. As for me, I ſat by the coachman l 
to ſerve him for a guide, and made him ſtop A 
about fifty paces from the ladies. I gave my 8 
hand to the Prince and his companion, toi”: 
help them down ; after which we walked to n 
the deſired oute the door whereof opened ail. | 
our approach, and was ſhut as ſoon as ve ® 
were got in, If 
We were at firſt in the ſame darkneſs 28 [ 


was 
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vas the firſt time; though, to make ſome di- 
ſtinction, they had faſtened. a little lamp to- 
th: wall, but the light it. caſt was ſo dull, that 
we could only perceive it, without having any 
bencfit from it. All this only ſerved to render 
the adventure more agreeable to our hero, 
who was deeply ſmitten at the fight. of the 
ladies, when they received him in a parlour: 
illuminated with a vaſt number of. tapers,, 
which made amends for the darkneſs: that 
reigned in the court-yard.. The aunt and the 
nicce were in a gallant. dithabille,, wherein 
was ſuch. a mixture of coquetry; as- made it: 
not ſafe to ſee. them. Our Prince would have 
been very well contented: with the Sennora: 
Mencia, if he. had not had choice; but the 
charms of the young Catalina carried. the 
day, as in reaſon they ought. | | 
« Well,, my Prince,” ſaid the Count de: 
Lemos, could we have - procured. you the 
pleaſure of ſeeing two handſomer perſons ?”” 
think them both: ravithing,” replied the 
prince; “ and.I ſhould be very ſure not to- 
carry my heart back again, fince it could nor: 
elcape the aunt, if the niece could poſſibly- 
fail of the conqueſt.” | 
After a. compliment ſo gracious: for the: 
ant, he {aid a-thouland. ſoft. things to Cata- 
ina, who-anfwered him with a- great deal of 
vi, As ſuch honeſt fellows as act the part 
did, are allowed to join in converſation with 
ne lovers, provided: it is to add fewel to the 
dre, L told the gallant that his nymph ſung: 
ud played on the lute to perfection. He was: 
N. 3, - charmed! 
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charmed at hearing ſhe had thefe talents, aui 
preſſed her to give him a ſpecimen, Stel «+! 
yielded gracefully to his entreaties, and taking WM hai 
a lute ready tuned, played fome tender air, Wi ha 
and ſung after ſuch a moving manner, tha 
the Prince fell at her feet quite tranſporte(iMl wh 
with love and pleaſure. But let us draw the : 
curtain over this picture, I ſhall only add Du 
that the heir to the crown ef Spain was plun-W yor 
ged in ſuch a ſoft bewitching ecſtaſy, u {cif 
hours ſeemed as moments, and we were ob of 
liged to force him from this dangerous houſe, 
becauſe of the approach of day. The gentle. 
men- undertakers carried him quickly back to 
the palace, and left him in his apartment, 
They went afterwards to their own lodgings} 
as well fatisfied with having fitted him with 
jilt, as if they had concluded his marriag 
with a princeſs. _ 

Next morning, I acquainted the Duke © 


Lerma with this adventure, for he would be nor 
informed of all; and as I was finiſhing tha | 
recital, the Count de Lemos came in, and no 
told us, The Prince of Spain is fo much vic! 
charmed with Catalina, and has taken ſuch WW play 
far y to her, that he propoſes to viſit her of ¶ o e 
ten, and keep to her. He would have fen able 
her two thouſand piſtoles worth of jeweb vert 
but he has not the money. He has addreſſeqſ tend 
hi:nſelf to me: Dear Lemos,” faid beſt a 
«© you muſt procure me that ſum immediate ton 
ly. I know very well that I put you to aſter 
inconvenience, and drain you: accordingly Warr: 


eſteem myſelf very much obliged to you; and 
F 
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jr ever I am in a capacity to acknowledge, any 


0 5 
N other way than by my affection, all; zat you 
have done for me, you ſhall not nt your 


having obliged me.“ My Prince,” ſaid I, 
« [| have friends and credit, I will fetch you 


* 


4 what you deſire. ; | | 
ben lt is not hard to fatisfy him,” ſaid the 
Duke to his nephew.“ Santillane ſhall bring 


vou the money; or, if you will, he ſhall him- 
ſelf buy the jewels, for he is a perfect judge 
of them, eſpecially of rubies, Is not this true, 
Gil Blas?“ continued he, looking at me with 
2 malicious ſmile. How ill · natured you are, 
my Lord !” replied I. I fee you have a mind 
to make the Count merry at my expence.” It 
mas juſt ſo, The nephew aſked what myſtery 
was therein. Nothing,” replied the mini- 
er laughing; “only Santillane thought. fie 
one day to change a diamond for a ruby, and 
this exchange proved neither to his honour 
nor advantage.“ 

Ihad been too happy if the miniſter had faid 
no more; but he took the pains to relate the 
tick which Camilla and Don Raphael had 
played me in a ready-furniſhed lodging, and 
to enlarge particularly upon the moſt diſagree- 
adle circumſtances, His Excellency having di- 
rerted himſelf ſufficiently, ordered me to at- 
tend the Count de Lemos, who carried me 
oa jeweller's, where we choſe the precious 
tones, which we went to ſhew the Prince; 
ater which they were intruſted with me to 
carry them to Catalina, This done, I went 
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to my lodging to fetch two thouſand - piſtols 
of the Duke's money to pay the jeweller, 

It is Medleſs to atk whether I was received 
graciouſly next night, When I produced the 
preſents of my embaſſy, which confiſted of x 
fine ring for the aunt, and a pair of pendants 
for the niece. Being both charmed with theſe 
marks of the Prince's love and generoſity, 
they began to talk like a couple of parrot, 
and to thank me for having procured them 
ſuch. a good acquaintance. They forgot them- 
feives in the excels of their joy, and let fall 
ſome words, which made mz ſuſpect that I had 
helped our great monarch's ſon to a cheat, 
That I might be aſſured whether I had per- 
formet this fine maſterpiece, I withdrew with 
a deſign to come to an eclairciſſement with 
Scipio, 


. Ha 4 


. 


Who Catalina was, The perplexity of Gil glas 
his diſguiet, and what precaution he ua et 
obliged to take to compoſe his mind. 


\ Hen I got home, I heard a gre: 
| noiſe, and upon aiking the cauſe, 
was told that it was Scipio, who that nigb ee as 
was entertaining half à dozen friends at ſupper, 
They ſung as if they would rend their throats, 
and broke out into ſuch long fits of laughter, 
that I am well aſſured this was none of the 
banquets. of the feven wiſe men. 
The maſter of the feaſt being informed. ol 
my arrival, ſaid to his company, Gentle 
| | men 
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men, it is nothing, only my patron is come 
home. Do not let that conſtrain you, Be 
merry (till ; I will but fpeak two wordMo him, 
and return to you in a moment,” At theſe 
words, he came to me: *© What a noiſe” is 
there?“ ſaid J. What fort of people are 
you treating below? Are they poets ?”” “ No 
indeed,” replied he; „it would be a pity to 
throw away your wine upon ſuch fellows, I 
make a better uſe of it. I have among my 
peſts a young man who is very rich, and de- 
fires your intereſt to get him an employ- 
ment, for which he will pay you. The en- 


ib, WMicrtainment is for him; every glaſs he drinks 
„ increaſe the preſent he is to make yap ten 
b coles, and I will keep him to it day. 
" 2 upon that footing,” ſays I, „get you 


zone to your company, and do not ſpare my 
nine.“ | 

did not think it at all ſeaſonable to men- 
ion any thing to him then of Catalina; but 
next morning when I roſe, I ſpoke to him 
thus : © Friend Scipio, you know after what 
manner we live together: I rather uſe you 
like a companion than a domeſtic ; for which 
reaſon, you would be in the wrong to cheat 
ne as a maſter : therefore let us have no ſe- 
rets between us: I am going to inform you 
f a thing that will ſurpriſe you; and you, on 
be other hand, ſhall tell me what you think 
If the two women with whom you have 
drought me acquainted. Under the rofe, I 
Upect them to be two ſharpers, and by ſo 
Mich the more cunning, as they affect fo 
much 
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much ſimplicity. If I do them juſtice, the 
Prince of Spain has no great cauſe to com. 
mend me, for I own it was for him I ake 
you for a miſtreſs, I have carried him to (4. 
kalina, and he-has fallen in love with her" 
Sir,“ replied Scipio, “you uſe me too vel 
for me to be infincere with you, I had yeſter: 
day a private converſation with theſe two he: 
roines waiting women, who told me the 
hiſtory, which ſeemed to me diverting, I yi 
relate it to you ſuccinctly. 

„Catalina,“ continued he,“ is daughte 


du 
Th 
all 
Prat 


to a little Arragonian gentleman ; being HH 
at fifteen. an orphan as poor as ſhe is pretty" 
ſhe gave ear to an old commander, who eo 
ducted her to Toledo, where he died in Hen 
months, after having rather lived with her le 
a father than a huſband. She gathered toi" 
gether her inheritance, which conſiſted oP" 
ſome clothes, and three hundred. piſtoles Ma- 
ready money; after which the entered into '” 
league with Sennora Mencia, who was it" 
paffable, though upon the decline, The \ 
two good friends lived together, and began s 
keep ſuch a houſe that the officers of juſtie Ki 
would have taken cognizance of it, This di ing 
pleaſed our two adventurers, ſo that out M 
ſpite they quitted Toledo very abruptly, a Wal 
came-to ſettle at Madrid, where they have Ga 
ved for about two years without viſiting 2088" ' 
lady in the neighbourhood. But hear the be In 1 
of it; they have hired two little houſes, . 
parated only by a wall; one may go from 0 dci 
to the other by a ſtair-caſe that has a comme": 

nicati L 
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cation with both in the cellars. Sennora 
ſencia lives in the one with a young cham- 
ermaid, and the commander's dowager has 
he other with an old duenna whom ſhe 
akes paſs for her grandmother, So that 
zur Arragonian is ſometimes a niece brought 
» by her aunt, and fometimes an orphan 
Jucared under the wing of her grandmother, 
Then the acts the part of the niece, ſhe is 
alled Catalina; and when ſhe paſſes for the 
randchild, the is named Sirena.“ 

At the name of Sirena, I interrupted Scipio, 
and turned pale.“ What is it you tell ine?” 
ſid I, © Alas! I am afraid this curſed Arra- 
gonian is Calderona's miſtreſs.” ** Yes in- 
led,” replied he, it is the very ſame; I 
thought you would rejoice at hearing this 
ws, * You do not think what you ſay,” 
anſwered I ; “it is more likely to cauſe me 
trouble than joy: do not you ſee the conſe- 
nence?“ “ No, faith,” rejoined Scipio, 
What misfortune can happen? Don Ro- 
rizuez is not ſure of diſcovering what pafles ; 
ad if you are afraid he ſhould, you have no- 
thing to do but to prepoſſeſs the miniſter a- 
punt him. Acquaint him with the whole 
air fincerely ; he will ſee your honeſty ; and 
t Calderona ſhould attempt, after that, to do 
you ill offices with his Excellency, he will 
nd that he only endeavours to hurt you out 
of a ſpirit of revenge.“ 

Scipio, by this diſcourſe, baniſhed all my 
kar, I followed his counſel, and informed 
we Duke of Lerma of this fatal diſcovery. 
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I even affected to put on a melancholy air it ol 
giving him this account, to perſuade him thy * 
I was extremely mortified at having innocent. Min 
Iy procured the miſtręeſs of Don Rodriguez * 
for the prince; but the miniſter, far fron 0 
pitying his favourite, did but make a jeſt oi, 
it. After this, he bid me go on my way, * 
and ſaid, that, after all, it was a glory fog 
Calderona to love the fame lady as the Prince e 


of Spain, and to be no worſe treated than 
him. I alſo related the cafe to the Count de 
Lemos, who aſſured me of his protection, if 
the firſt ſecretary ſhould happen to find out 
the intrigue, and attempt to undermine me 
in the Duke's favour. | 

- Thinking by this management that I had 
delivered my bark from ſhipwreck, I ng 
longer feared any thing ; I again attended the 
Prince to Catalina, alias the handſome Sire. 
na's, who had art enough to find excuſes tg 
keep Don Rodriguez at a diſtance, and rol 
him of thoſe nights ſhe was obliged to gin 
to his illuſtrious rival, 


r. AHL, 


Gil Blas continues to act the lord. He hear 
news of his family. What impreſſion it make 
upon him. He quarrels with Fabricio. 


Have already ſaid, that my antechambet 
was crowded with perſons who came 
1ake me propoſals, But I would not recent 
them by word of mouth; but following thi 


ſel 
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ſelt ſeem a man of importance, I ſaid to each 
betitioner, Give me a memorial in wri- 
ting,” I was ſo uſed to this, that I repeated 
ne day the ſame to my landlord, who came 
o tell me that I owed him a year's rent. As 
Wor my butcher and my baker, they ſpared me 
he pains, they were ſo exact in bringing in 
heir bills every month, Scipio, (who aped 
ne ſo well, that one might have ſaid that the 
opy equalled the original) uſed perſons in 
he ame manner who addrefled themſelves to 
im, to defire him to engage me to ſerve 
nem. ä a 
had yet another ridiculous cuſtom, for 
hich I do not pretend to excuſe myſelf; I 
vis fool enough to ſpeak of the greateſt no- 
llemen, as if I had been one of their rank. 
For inſtance, if I had occaſion to name the 
Duke d'Oſſuna, the Duke d' Alba, or the 
Duke de Medina Sidonia, [ faid without ce- 
emony d'Alba, d'Offuna, and Medina Sido- 
a, In ſhort, I was become ſo proud and ſo 
an, that I had forgot my father and mother. 
las! poor duenna, and poor gentleman of 
he horſe, I never inquired whither you lived 
appily or miſerably in Aſturia ! I did not ſo 
nuch as think of you. The court has the 
irtue of the river Lethe; it makes us forget 
ch our parents and friends when they are 
ba low condition. ” 

thought then no more df my family, 
ſen a young fellow came to me one morn- 
ig, who ſaid that he wanted to ſpeak to me 
ne word in private, I carried him into my 
VoL. III. 8 cloſer, 
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cloſet, and without offering him a chair, he 
cauſe. he ſeemed. of common rank, I aſks 
him what he would have with me. . Sigi 
or Gil Blas,” faid he, © what, do not you tg 
collect me?“ It was in vain for me: to d 
{ſerve him attentively.; I was obliged to tl 
him that his features were utterly unknoyt 
to me. I am,” replied he, one of your 
countrymen, born even at Oviedo, and for 
to Bertrand Muſcada the grocer, who line 
near your uncle the canon. I remember ya 
very well, we have both, of us played toge 
ther a thouſand times at * Gallina Ciega,” 

I have but a confuſed idea,” anſwered [ 
* of the amuſements of my infancy ; the cara 
that have ſince taken up my time, have baniſh 
ed them my memory.” I am come to Mz 
drid,” ſaid he, © to reckon with my father! 
correſpondent ; I heard talk of you, and wa 
informed that you. was well ſettled at: court 
and already as rich as a Jew. I congratulate 
you thereupon, and ſhall overjoy your fami 
ly, at my return, by acquainting them with 
ſuch agreeable news.” 

I could not handſomely diſpenſe with ak 
ing in what condition he had left my father 
mother, and uncle; but I acquitted myſel 
| ſo coolly, that I gave the grocer no reaſon tt 


admire the force of nature. He ſeemed ſhock il | 
ed at the indifference which I ſhewed for per ing 
ſons who ought to have been ſo dear to me Wy! 
and as he was a downright clowniſh lad, rc! 
thought,” ſaid he bluntly, * you had morq tte) 

tendernelyWiy 


* Blind man's buff, 


hap. 13. OF GIL BLAS. „ 


bel eaderneſs and affection for your relations. 
eich what a cool air do you inquire after 
hem! Know that your father and mother 
rel ire ſtill in ſervice, and that the good canon 
Perez is going to his grave loaden with 
ears and infirmities. One muſt have natu- 
ow! affection ; and ſince you are in a condition 
o do ſervice to your parents, I adviſe you as 
friend, to ſend them every year two hun- 
ned piſtoles. You will make their lives eaſy 
and happy by this ſupply, without incommo- 
ling yourſelf.” 

Inſtead of being moved at the deſcription 
he gave of my family, I was only offended 
are rich the liberty he took to adviſe me without 
5 deſiring it. Perhaps he might have per- 
ſuaded me with more addreſs; but he only in- 
enſed me by his freedom, He perceived it 
by my ſullen filence, and continuing his ex- 
ur bortations more out of malice than charity, I 
vrew impatient, * O! it is too much,“ re- 
mi plied 1 in a paſſion. Go, Mr. Muſcada, 
meddle only with what concerns you, It is 
rery fit for you to inſtruct me in my duty, I 
know better than you what I have to do on 
er Wits occation,” Having finiſhed theſe words, 
Ithruft the grocer out of my cloſet, and ſent 
| tom back to Oviedo to ſell pepper and cloves. 
| However, what he had iaid to me made an 
mpreſſion upon my mind; and reproaching 
nyſelf for being an unnatural ſon, 1 began to 
rlent, I called to remembrance the care 
tiey had taken of me and my education in 
ay infancy, I repreſented to myſelf what 
8 2 I owed 
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I owed to my parents; and my reffectiom 
were attended with ſome grateful tranſport, 
which nevertheleſs ended in nothing, My 
ingratitude quickly ſtifled them, and they Wor: 
were ſucceeded by a profound oblivion. There doo 
are many fathers who have children of the 
ſame ſtamp, | | 
My temper was entirely changed by the 4 
varice and ambition which poſſeſſed me, ! 
Joſt all my gaiety. I became thoughtful and c. 
melancholy; in a word, an aſs. Fabricio 
ſeeing me entirely taken up with the care of 
ſacrificing all to fortune, and very much dif. 
engaged from the friendſhip I had for him, 
very ſeldom troubled me with his company, 
He could not even forbear telling me fo one 
day: In truth, Gil Blas, you are no more nes 
the ſame man. Your mind was always ealy 
before you came to court ; now you are in 4 
continual hurry. You form project upon 
project to enrich yourſelf, and the more mo- 
ney you get, the more you covet, Belides 
this. ſhall I ſpeak it to you? you have nc 
longer that open heart, that free behaviou 
wherein the charms of friendſhip confilt: 
on the contrary, you are reſerved, and hide 

from me the inward receſſes of your foul, 
even obſerve that your civilities are conſtraing 
ed, In ſhort, Gil Blas is no more the ſame 
Gil Blas who was my acquaintance,” 
Without doubt you jeſt,” replied I, wi 
a cool air: I do not perceive any alteration: 
in myſelf,” It is not by your own eyes, 
ſaid he, © that you muſt be judged; 2. 
| ay 
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wretches, aſcribing the favours which the 
King heaped on them only to their own me: 
Tit, had forgot themſelves as much as I, We 
imagined ourſelves perſons of great conſe. 
quence. . O fortune! thus do you moſt com. 
monly diſpenſe your favours, The Stoic B. 
pictetus was in the right in comparing you tg 
a young lady of quality that proſtitutes her. 
ſelf to her footmen. | 


BOOK . 
Ke. 1. 


Scipio would have Gil Blas marry, and propiſet 
to him the daughter of a famous rich goldjmitl 
What fleps were taken accordingly, 


NE night, the company being gond 
() that ſupped with me, and being along 
with Scipio, I aſked what he had beer 
doing that day? A maſterpiece,” anſwer 
ed he, I am going to marry you. I an 
procuring you the only daughter of a gold 
Imith of my acquaintance.” 
A goldſmith's daughter!“ cried I will 
a ſcornful air; have you loſt your ſenſes 
Can you propoſe me a citizen? Methinks 
when one has ſome merit, and is upon a cer 
tain footing at court, one ought to have mor 
elevated views.“ Ah! Sir,” anſwered Sci 
Pio, do not take it after that manner. Re 
member that it is the man who ennobles d 


$amily, and be not more nice than a thou pri 
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the and lords whom I could name to you. Know, 
me. mat the heireſs in queſtion is worth a hun- 
Wel ared thouſand ducats. Is not that a fine piece 
of goldſmith's' ware?“ When I heard talk of 
ſuch a vaſt ſum, I became more tractable. <* I 
ſubmit,” ſaid I to my ſecretary ; © the por- 
tion determines me. When ſhall I receive 
it?” © Softly, Sir,” replied he; a little pa- 
tience, I muſt firſt break the matter to the 
father, and diſpoſe him to approve of it.“ 
« Very fine,” cried I, burſting out a-laughing, 
« js that to be done yet? Here is a marriage 
fnely advanced.” © More than you think 
for,” rejoined he. I deſire but one hour's 
converſation with the goldſmith, and I will 
anſwer for his conſent, But before we pro- 
ceed any further, let us come to a compoſi- 
tion, if you pleaſe. Suppoſe I procure you a 
hundred thouſand ducats, how much will fall 
to my ſhare? © Twenty thouſand,” replied 
IJ. Heaven be praiſed,” ſaid he, I had 
confined your acknowledgment to ten thou- 
land, You are more generous by half than 
me. Come on, I will enter upon this nego- 
tation to-morrow, and you may depend upon 
it I ſhall ſucceed, or ſay I am an aſs.” 13 
Accordingly, two days after, he ſaid to me, 

* I have ſpoken to Signior Gabriel Salero,” 
for ſo was my goldſmith called. * I have ex- 
tolled your merit and intereſt ſo much, that he 
gave ear to the propoſal I made of accepting 
you for his ſon-in-law. You are to have his 
daughter, with a hundred thouſand ducats, 
provided you let him plainly ſee that you are 
in 
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in the miniſter's favour,” '** If it is fo,” faid 
I then to Scipio, I ſthall foon be married. 
But to the matter in hand; have you feen the 
daughter? Is ſhe handſome ?” © Not ſo 2. 
greeable as her portion,” anſwered he. Un. 
der the roſe, this rich heireſs is no very charn- 
ing creature. By good fortune, you do not 
value that,” © Faith, no boy,” replied J. 
% We courtiers marry only for the ſake of 
marrying. As for beauty, we look for that 
in our neighbours wives ; and if, by chance, 
our own {ſhould happen to be handſome, we 
mind them fo little, that they do us but juſtice 
if they puniſh us for it.” 

“This is not all,” rcjoined Scipio; Sig. 
nior Gabriel invites you to ſupper to- night, 
but it is agreed beforehand, that not a word 
is to be faid of marriage, There are allo to 
be ſeveral merchants his friends, where you 
will be only as a fimple gueſt, and to-morrow 
he will come and ſup with you after the ſame 
manner. You ſee by this, that he is a man 
who will ſtudy your temper before he pro- 
ceeds any further. It will be proper for you 
to be a little upon your guard before him.“ 
« O gadzooks,” interrupted I with an air of 
confidence, let him examine me as much 
as he pleaſes, I can loſe nothing by this fcru- 
nn "oF — 
This was punctually executed. I was con- 
ducted to the goldſmith's, who received me as 
familiarly as if we had ſeen each other alrea- 
dy ſeveral times. He was a good citizen, 
who was, as we Jay, polite even to be fa- 

tiguing. 
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fad aging. He preſented me to Sennora Euge- 
ied, ma his wife, and young Gabriela his daugh- 
the ter. I made them a number of compliments, 
+ ithout contravening the treaty. I ſaid a 
Jn. N grcat many fine nothings, the right phraſes of 
m. a courtier. 5 | 
not Gabriela, no diſpraiſe to my ſecretary, did 
| dot ſeem diſagreeable to me; whether it was 
of becauſe ſhe was extraordinarily dreſſed, or be- 
ut WF cauſe my eyes were dazzled with her fortune. 
ce, WI Signior Gabriel's is a pretty ſort of houſe; I 
believe there is more ſilver in it than in the 
mines of Peru, Wherever one turned one's 
eyes, this metal ſtruck one's fight: under dif- 
ferent forms, Every room, and particularly 
that where we were, was a treaſure, What a 


Gabriel, that he might do more honour to 
his entertainment, had provided five or fix 
merchants, all tireſome grave perſons, They 
talked only of commerce; and one might 
have ſaid, that their converſation was rather 
a conference of traders, than the converſa- 
ton of friends invited to ſupper. 

| entertained the goldſmith, in my turn, the 
next evening. Not being able to dazzle him 
vith my plate, I had recourſe to another il- 
luſion. I invited ſuch of my friends to ſup- 
per, as made the beſt figure at court, and 
vhom I knew to be ſo ambitious, as to ſet no 
bounds to their defires, Theſe gentlemen 
talked only of their future grandeur, and of 
the great and ſplendid poſts to which they a- 
ſired, This produced the deſired effect; the 
- | goldſmith, 


fine ſhow was that for a ſon-in-law ! Signior 
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goldſmith, dazzled with their grand idea; 
thought himſelf, in fpite of all his riches, but 
a petty mortal, in compariſon of theſe gentry, 
As for my part, pretending to be moderate, 


I ſaid that I ſhould content myſelf with a mid. : fa 
dling fortune, as twenty thouſand ducats a. Y 
year. Whereupon theſe wretches, who were ccc 
never to be ſatisfied with honour or riches, Wlero 


cried out, that I was in the wrong, and that Hot 
being, as I was, the favourite of the prime Wis 
miniſter, I ought not to confine myſelf to ſo . 
little. My intended father-in-law loſt not one ¶ uit 
tittle of theſe words; and I fancied that I ob- Wthe 
ſerved, as he was taking leave, that he was Wha 
prodigiouſly delighted. ſer 

Scipio did not fail going in the morning to Wh 
aſk how he liked me: to which he anſwered, Wc: 
J am charmed with him; the young fellow Wii: 
has won my heart. But,” continued he, un 


Mr. Scipio, I conjure you, by our old ac- WW" 
quaintance, tell me ſincerely ; we have all our Wy" 


failings, as your are ſenſible ; let me know WI 
that of the Signior de Santillane. Is he a WM" 
gameſter ? Does he wench ? What is his pre- WF" 
dominant vice? I beg you not to conceal it WW® 
from me.” Signior Gabriel,” replied the W® 
go between, you affront me by asking me 8" 
this queſtion : I am more your friend than my WW! 
maſter's ; if he had any ill habit that might 
render your daughter unhappy, think you | 
ſhould have propoſed him for your fon-in- 
law ? No, faith! 1 am too much your humble 


ſervant. But, entre nous, I find no other fault 


in him but that of having none. He is too 
| | provident | 
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provident for a young man.” So much the 


better, replied the goldſmith; © that pleaſes 
ne. Go, friend; you. may aſſure him that 
he ſhould have my daughter, if he were not 
favourite of the prime miniſter's.“ 

My ſecretary had no ſooner given me an 
account of this converſation, bur I ran to Sa- 
eros, to thank him for his favourable opinion 
of me, He had declared already his will to 
lis wife and daughter, who, by their reception 
ge me to underſtand, that they ſubmitted 
without repugnance. Upon this, I carried 
the Signior to the Duke de Lerma's, whom I 
ad prepared the evening before; and I pre- 
{ated him to his Excellency, who welcomed 
him with a graceful air, and expreſſed a great 
deal of joy that he had choſen for his fon-in- 
ly, a man for whom he had a great kindneſs, 
nd whom he deſigned to advance. He after- 
rds enlarged upon my good qualities, and, 
in ſhort, ſpoke ſo much in my favour, that 
honeſt Gabriel thought he had met in me the 
beſt match in Spain for his daughter. He 
vas ſo overjoyed, that he could hardly for- 
bear weeping, He embraced me cloſely upon 
our parting, and ſaid to me, Son, I am fo 
impatient to ſee you Gabriela's huſband, that 
vill not defer it above a week at moſt.” 


CHAP, 


CHAS. 


Zy what chance Gil Blas remembered Don Al 
phonſo de Leyva, and of the ſervice he di 
him merely out of vanity, - 


E us leave the marriage for a minute 
: the order of my hiſtory demands it, and 
requires my relating the ſervice I did Don Al 
phonſo my old maſter. I had entirely forgo 
that cavalier, and it was upon this occafior 
that I recollected him. | 
It happened that the government of the cit 
of Valencia was vacant. Upon hearing thi 
news, I thought of Don Alphonſo de Leyna 
I conſidered, that this employment would ſui 
him to a tittle, and reſolved to ask it for him 
more out of oſtentation than friendſhip, en 
repreſented to myſelf, that it would do me ar 
infinite henour if I obtained it, Hereupdnl 
addreſſed myſelf to the Duke de Lerma, and 
told him, that having been ſteward to Dod 
Cæſar de Leyva and his ſon, and having al 
the reaſon in the world to ſpeak in their fa 
vour, I took the liberty to beg him to gran 
the government of Valencia either to the one 
or the other,” The Duke anſwered me, 
With all my heart, Gil Blas, I love to ſee 
you grateful and generous ; beſides, you inter- 
cede for a family whom I eſteem. The Ley 
vas are the King's good ſubjects ; they deſerve 
the place very well ; you may diſpoſe of it as 
you pleaſe ; I give it you for a marriage-pre- 


ſent.” 
Raviſhed 
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Raviſhed with having fucceeded in my de- 
on, I went, without loſing time, to Caldero- 
, to draw up the patent for Don Alphon- 
5: there I ſaw ua great number of perſons 
jiting, till Don Rodriguez ſhould pleaſe to 
ive them audience; I paſſed through the 
rowd to the cloſet- door, which was opened 
n my appearing. . There | found I know not 
boy many knights, commanders, and other 
gerſons of condition, to whom Calderona gave 
dicace by turns. It was worth obſervin 

he different manner ke received them. To 
ne he would only give a little nod with his 
ad; to another he would make a bow, and 
endudt hira to the cloſet - door. He put, (as 
ne may fav) ſhades of reſpect in the compli- 
Peats he paid to every one. On the other 
hand, I perceived ſome cavaliers, who, being 


hocked with the little regard he ſhewed them, 
n url in their hearts the neceſſity that obli- 
and ed them to cringe to fuch an upſtart. On 
voa e contrary, 1 faw others who laughed with- 


n themſelves at his ridiculous inſolence. I 
ade theſe obſervations in vain; I was not 
able of drawing any advantage thence to 
uytelf; I did the fame at my houſe, and nei- 
ber valued whether they approved or blamed 
by haughty behaviour, provided it procured 
[ reſpect. | ; "8 
Don Rodriguez having caſt his eyes on me 


rel) chance, left a gentleman who was talking 
as him, very abruptly, and came to embrace 
re- e with ſuch demonſtrations of friendfhip as 


pritcd me, Ah, my dear brother,” 
Vol. III. 9 5 cried 
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cried he, what has procured me the pleaſu 
of ſeeing you here? What can I do to fer; 
vou? I informed him what had brought 
thither; whereupon he aſſured me, in the mo 
obliging terms in the world, that he wou 
diſpatch it by the next day at the ſame hoy 
He did not confine his civility here; he cor 
ducted me to the door of his antechamber, 
compliment he only paid to great noblemet 
and there he again embraced me. 
What means all this reſpect ?” ſaid 1 
myſelf as I was going; what does it pri 
ſage ? Is Calderona meditating my ruin? « 
has he a mind to court my friend{hip? « 
does he keep fair with me, with a view ( 
getting me to be his interceſſor with our p 
iron, as foreſeeing that his favour is upon d 
decline?“ I did not know which of theſe coi 
jectures to fix upon, On my returning to hi 
the next day, he treated me after the fay 
manner, he fatigued me with his civilities a 
careſſes. It is true, he fell ſhort of it in h 
reception of others who addreſſed themfelr 
to him. He {poke ſhort to one, was ve 
cool to others, and ſent away almoſt every ot 
diſſatisfied. But they were all ſufficiently ace 
venged by an adventure that happened, whit 
] ought not to paſs over in filence ; it will | 
a caution for all clerks and ſecretaries th 
read it. IS: 

A man in a very plain dreſs, who did n 
appear of the rank he was, came to Calder 
na, and ſpoke to him of a certain memorii 


which ke ſaid he had preſented to the Du 


ok 
that 
Duk 
Jim 
bia 
leaſt 
0g 1 


hap. 2. OF GIL BLAS. 219 
„ Lerma. Don Rodriguez did not ſo much 


Ger a blunt manner, What is your name, 
nend?“ “ In my infancy,” replied the cava- 
er, very coolly, I was called Francilla; I 
mas ſince ſtyled Don Franciſco de Zuniga, and 
py title now is the Count de Pedroſa. Calde- 
102, thunderſtruck with theſe words, and 
nding that he had to do with a man of the 
Fri quality, was willing to excuſe himſelf. 
„My Lord,“ ſaid he to the Count, I. ask 
berdon, if, out of ignorance of your quality“ 
I want none of thy excuſes, cried 
Fraxcillo, haughtily interrupting him; “I de- 
ie them as much as thy ill manners. Know, 
lat a ſecretary to a prime miniſter ought to 
xcive every body civilly. Be, if thou wilt, 
ain enough to look upon thyſelf as thy ma- 
lers ſubſtitute, but do not forget that thou 
ut but his valet.” . 2 
The proud Don Rodriguez was prodigiouf. 
mortiſied at this accident; nevertheleſs, he 
became not a jot more humble. As for me, 
wok notice of that rebuke, and reſolved to 
le careful who I ſpoke to when I gave audi- 
ence, as alſo not to be infolent but with mutes. 
is Don Alphonſo's patent was drawn up, I 
bok it with me, and ſent it by a courier to 
tat young nobleman, with a letter from the 
huke de Lerma, wherein his Excellency ſent 
im word, that the King had juſt appointed 
lin governour of Valencia. I did not in the 
talt in form him what ſhare I had in obtain- 
wu; I did not even-write to him, reſerving 

| 12 to 


ook upon the gentleman, but asked him 
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to myſelf the pleaſure of telling it in-perſog 
when he ſhould come to. court, to take the 
oaths for his poſt. 


CHAP. il 


Of the pretarations that were wa for the may 
Triage of Git Blas, and of the important ad 
venture that rendered them fruitleſs, 


9, return to the fair Forts i 1 was 6 
be married to her in eight days : and 
Preparations were made on both ſides for th 
wedding. Salero had rich clothes made far 
the bride, and I hired, a waiting woman, 
footman, and an old gentleman- uſher. Theſ 
were all choſen by Scipio, who expected, will 
more impatience than I, the day for payin 
down the fortune. 

The night before this. ſo. much wiſhed - o 
day, I ſupped at my intended father-in-law 
with uncles, aunts, couſins, and a whole tribe 
of relations. In ſhort, I acted the part of a 
| hypocritical ſon-in law to the life. I ſhewel 
a thoufand civilities to the goldſmith and hi 
wife. I counterfeited the paſſionate lover i 
Gabricla, and courted, the whole family ; | 
ſtening, without impatience, to their flat di 


courſe, and city- converſation. According 5 
I had che good luck to pleaſe all the relation {; 
as a reward for my patience; ſo that not ou, 


of them but ſeemed to be charmed with m 
alliance. 
Supper being over, the company went. | 


to 2 large hall, here they were entertaine 
wit! 
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with a vocal and inſtrumental concert, which 
was tolerably performed, though they had 
not choſen the beſt maſters in Madrid. Our 
ears being agreeably raviſhed with ſeveral 
rightly airs, it put us into ſuch a gay hu- 
mour, that we began dance. God knows 
after what manner we acquitted ourſelves, 
ince I was taken for one of Terplichore's ſcho- 


Hrs, I who had never made any great profici- 


ency in this art, than what I had learned from 
two or three leſſons which I had been taught 
u the Marchioneſs de Chaves, by a petty 
ancing· maſter who came to the pages. Ha- 
jog diverted ourſelves very well, it was time 
for all of us to think of going home. I was 
profuſe of my bows and embraces, © Dear 
ſon-in-law,” ſays Salero, taking me in his 
ms, © I will bring you the portion to-mor- 
mr morning in good ſpecie.“ “ You ſhall 
ke very welcome,” replied I, © dear father- 
law.“ Then taking leave of the family, 1 
vent to my coach which waited at the door, 
ad directed my courſe homewards. 
| was hardly two hundred paces from 
denior Gabriebs, when my coach was ſurs 
wunded and ſtopt by fifteen or twenty men, 
bne on horſeback, ſome on foot, who cried, 
Stand in the King's name.“ They had 
o ſooner ſaid thus, but they made me alight 
wughly, and get into a calaſh, chere one of 
tem accompanied me, and bid the coach- 
mn drive towards Segovia. I immediatel 
pdzed that it was an honeſt alguazil who fae - 
me, and would have atked the cauſe of my 
1 impriſonment. 


222 THE. HISTORY Reck 


impriſonment. But he anſwered me after the 
manner of thoſe: gentlemen, that is to ſay, lit 
a brute, that he was not to give me an account 


I told him that perhaps he might be miſtaken WM ] 
No, no,” replied he, Ham ſure of 0 
man, you are the Signior de Santillane; youll lit 
ara the perſon I am ordered to carry where wi 101 
arg going.“ Having nothing to ſay. to the be 
words, I held my tongue the reſt of ge 
night, whilſt we travelled along che Man ve. 
narez, in a profound ſilence. We change br 
horſes at Colmenar, and we reached Segom cir 
about the evening, where IL was ſhut up if@.ny 
the tower. F = T1941 310* Nh | Wat 
: En 10 tir oy"; ape 
CHAP. IV. bat 

How Gil Blas was treated in the tewer of NH 
1 and how he came to knaw. the canſe ol; 

is impriſonment. Dn * 

IHE firſt thing they did, was to put d 
into a dungeon, where they left me ne 

ly upon ſtraw like one of the vileſt male fa. 


tors, I ſpent that night, not in giving myſei * 
up to deſpair, for I was not yet. wholly fen con 
ſible of my misfortune, but in examine ur 
within myſclf, what could have cauſed. m 
diſgrace. I did not in the leaſt doubt but 
was Calderona's handy-work; however, 1 
was in vain to ſuſpect him of having diſcove 


ed all; | could not imagine how he could 1 | 
duce the Duke de Lerma to uſe me fo cruelii el 
Sometimes I thought my ſeizure was unknowgyur 

Ji 


to his Exccllency ; at other times 1 * 


— 


- 


wat the Duke himſelf had done it for ſome 


reaſon of ſtate, as miniſters ſometimes have 
breed their favourites. s 


was ſenſibly tortured? with my various 


coojectures,. when day, breaking through a 
lice grated window, ſhewed me all the hor- 


wur of the place where I was immured. [: 


then ſet no bounds to my affliction, and my 


ges became two fountains of tears, which. 


were rendered inexhauſtible by the remem · 
brance of my proſperity, Whilſt L was thus 


firing way to my grief, the gaoler came into 


ny dungeon with a loaf and a pitcher of 


water for my.. day's. ſubſiſtence; He looked 
upon. me, and. obferving that my. face was 
bathed in tears, as much a gaoler as he was 
he was moved with a ſenſe of pity. Priſo- 


ner,” ſaid he, do not deſpair; you muſt not 
e ſo ſenſible of. the misfortunes: of life, you 
are yet young; after this you will ſee other 
days; in the mean time, eat the King's allow 
ance with a good courage.“ | 
My comforter left me at theſe words, to 
which I made no anſwer but by my fighs and 
tomplaints; and I. ſpent: the whole day in 
turſing my ſtars, without thinking of doing 
toy credit to my provifion; which, in the com. 
lition I was, ſeemed rather an effect of the 
king's anger than of his goodneſs, ſince it ſer- 
ed to prolong the miſery of the unfortunate. 

During this, night came on, and immedi- 
ately a great nome of keys took up my atten- 
ton, The door of my dungeon opened, and 
moment after, a man entered with a wax 


candle. 


— — 22 — 
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candle. . On his approaching me, he faid 
Signior Gil Blas, you ſee one of your ad 
friends; I am that Don Andrea de Tordeſil 
las, who lived with you at Grenada, and wa 
gentleman to the archbiſhop, when you wy 
favourite to that prelate. You” begged him 
if you remember, to uſe his intereſt for me 
and he procured me the grant of an employ: 


ment at Mexico; but inſtead of embarkinai””? 
for the Indies, I ſtaid in the city of Alicante 
where I married the keeper of the caſtle a fi 
daughter, and, by a ſeries of adventures which en 
I will relate to you preſently, I am now bei” 
come governour of the tower of Segovia, Wi" 
am exprelly ordered not to let you ſpeak te þct 
any one, to allow you only bread anduyareeiy'” 
for ſuſtenance, and to make you 1y upon 
ſtraw. But befides my having . humanity e bay 
nough to be touched with your misfortunes 
you have done me a ſervice, and my gratitud 
prevails over my orders. Far from being a pri 
inſtrument of the cruel uſage you ſuffer, 1 in [ 
tend to mitigate the hard{hip of your eonfine obi 
ment; riſe and follow me.“ a 
Although the keeper very well deſerved m him 
thanks, my ſpirits were fo confounded, that 01 
could not anſwer him one word. However, le 
went with him croſs a court- yard, and up WI.” 
very narrow ſtair-caſe, into a little room . 
the very top of the rower. T was not a l,“ 
ſurpriſed, at my entrance into this chamber 
to fee two candles burning upon a table it 1 


braſs candleſticks, and a cloth laid with tw« 
pretty handſome plates, knives, forks, &q 
5 „Suppe 


Chap. 4. OF G1L. BL A8. 225 


« Supper will be here in a, minute,” ſays 
ordeſillas; ** we will both eat a mouthful: 
deſign this corner for your lodging: you 
vill de better here than in your dungeon. 
from your window you will have a proſpect 
of the flowery banks of the Erema, and the 
elicious valley which extends itſelf from the 
feet of the two mountains that divide the 
tro Caſtiles, as far as Coca. I know very 
yell, that you will at firſt be inſenſible of ſuck 
1 fine landſcape ; , but when the livelineſs of 
jour grief has given way to a pleaſing mes 
kacholy, you will take a delight in enter- 
nining your eyes with ſuch agreeable objects. 
þ:ides this, depend upon it, you ſhall neither 
want for linen, or any thing neceſſary for a 
nan who loves neatneſs; as alſo you ſhall 
have 2 good bed, eat well, and I will ſupply 
you with as many books as you pleaſe. In a - 
vord, you ſhall have all the delights that a 
priſo2 can afford.“ 


found myſelf a, little comforted by theſe 
obliging offers, and reſumed courage enough 
0 return my gaoler a thouſand thanks, I told 
him that his generous procedure reſtored me 
0 life, and that I withed I might ever again 
be in a condition to expreſs my acknowledg- 
nents, © And why thould you not?“ replied 
le. Do you think you will always be a pri- 
bner ? You are in the wrong: and I dare affure 
jou, that you will come off for ſome months. 
wafnement.“ What ſay you; Signior Don 
Andrea?“ cried I; ** I fancy you know the 
auſe of my misfortune,” I on it,“ re- 
plied 
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plied he, © I am not ignorant thereof; the 
alguazil who brought you hither, intruſted me 
with a ſecret, which I dare reveal to you. He 
informed me, that the King being acquainted 
that. the Count de Lemos and yourſelf had one 
night carried the Prince of Spain to a ſuſpicious 
houſe, had, for your puniſhment, baniſhed the 
Count, and ſent you to the tower of Segovia, 
there to be treated with all the ſeverity which 
you have undergone ſince your coming hither,” 
«© And how,” ſaid I, has that reached the 
King's ear? That is the very circumſtance 
that I want to know.” And that,” replied 
he, is what the alguazil did not tell me; 
and certainly he was ignorant of it himſelf," 
As we were in this part of our converſation; 
we were interrupted by ſeveral ſervants who 
brought in the ſupper. They ſet upon the 
table a loaf, two glaſſes, as many bottles, and 
three large diſhes, in one of which was 4 
ragout of a hare's entrails, with a good des 
of onion, oil, and ſaffron; in another, an 
* Olla podrida; and in the third a Turk 
powt upon ſome marmalade + of berengena 
When Tordeſillas ſaw we had all that we 
wanted, he ſent away his domeſtics, not be 
ing willing they ſhould hear our diſcourſe 
He ſhüt the door, and we both ſat down over 
againſt each other. * Let us begin,” ſaid be 
© by what is moſt urgent. You- muſt nee 
have a good ſtomach, after having been diet 
ed two days,” Having thus ſpoken, he load 


Olla podrida, a hodge-podge. Do 
T Berevpena, a little pompion, called the avple of love. 


(0 
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ed my plate with meat. He thought he was 
:rving a wretch that was famiſhed, and in- 
derd he had ſome reaſon to believe that I was 
going to cram myſelf with his ragouts. How- 
erer, he was deceived in his expectation ; as 
much need as I had of victuals, I could not get 
z bit down, my heart was ſo full of my pre- 
{cnt condition. My gaoler in vain invited me to 
drink, and cried up the excellency of his wine, 
in order to drive out of my mind the melan- 
choly ideas that continually afflicted me; had 
he given me neCtar, I thould then have drank 
it without pleaſure. He perceived it, and ta- 
king another method, he began to relate the 
titory of his marriage in a diverting ſtyle, 
He ſucceeded yet worle this way than the 
other. I liſtened to his account with ſo much 
litraction, that when he had done, I could 
not tell one word of what he had been ſaying, 
He judged very rightly, that he undertook in 
nin to divert my chagrin that night, Here- 
upon he roſe from tabie as ſoon as ſupper was 
ended, and ſaid, ©* Signior de Santillane, I 
am going to leave you to your repoſe, or ra- 
ther to think at liberty on your misfortunes, 
Put I repeat it to you, it will not be of long 
continuance. 'The King is naturally good, 
When his paſſion is over, and he repreſents 
himſelf the deplorable condition you now 
ae in, he will think your puniſhment ſuffi- 
cent,” At theſe words, the keeper went down, 
ad ſent up his fervants to uncover the table; 
They carried off even to the very candles, 

and 


n PTY LE" INN is 
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and I went to bed by the dim light of a lam 
that was faſtened to the wall. 


_ CHAP.'V, 
Of the refletiens he made that night before 
. ſlept; and of the noiſe that waked him. 


J Spent at leaſt two hours in reflecting upon 
what Tordeſillas had told me. © Here ag 
F then,” faid I, © for having been accefſory 
to the pleafures of the heir of the crown] 
But how imprudent was it to do fach a fer 
vice to ſo young a Prince! For it is his being ear 
fo very young that was all my crime; if dn 
was more advanced in years, the King per 
haps would only have laughed at what hay 
now ſo much incenfed him. But who coule 
give the monarch fuch an information, with en 
out apprehending the reſentment of the 
Prince, or Duke of Lerma ? . That miniſter 
will without doubt revenge his nephew's diſ. 
grace, How has the King diſcovered it! 
That is what J cannot comprehend.” 
This thought always recurred to me. How 
ever, the idea that afflicted me moſt, that ren 
dered me quite deſperate, and which. I could 
never baniſh out of my mind, was the plun: 
der to which I rightly judged that all my ef. 
fects were given up. O my ftrong box, 
cried I, © my dear money, what is become oi a! 
you? into what hands are you fallen? Alas! en 
have loſt you in yet lefs time than I got you!“ 
I drew to myſelf a lively picture of the diſordeſ .. 
that reigned in my houſe, and 1 made there = 
p91 
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pon ſeveral reflections, one more melancho- 
than another. The confuſion of ſo many, 
üerent thoughts threw me into a heavineſs 
hat proved favourable to me; fleep, which 
ad fled my eyes the night before, came and 
ocked up my ſenſes; to which the goodneſs 
f the bed, the fatigues I had ſuffered, and 
he fumes of the meat and wine, all contribu- 
ed, I ſlept ſoundly, and, according to all, 
ppcarance, day ſhould have ſurpriſed me in 


IY 


vo Wit condition, if I had not been awakened by 
WM noiſe very extraordinary in a priſon, I 
ne eard che ſound of a guitar, accompanied with 


man's voice, I liſtened attentively, but 
ould hear no more, ſo that I thought it was 
dream. But a minute afterwards, my ear 
ns ſtruck with the ſound of the ſame inſtru- 
nent and voice, which ſung the following 
erles : 


* Ah de mi! un anno felice 
Parece un ſaplo ligero 
Pero ſin dicha un inſtante 
Es un ſiglo de tormento. 


This couplet ſeemed to have been made on 
upoſe to renew my troubles, © I am but 
0 ſenfible,” ſaid I, of the truth of theſe 
ords, Methinks the time of my proſperity 
Taniſhed very quickly, but I have already 
en an age in priſon,” I plunged myſelf anew. 


Aas! a year of pleaſure paſſes like the flecting wind; 


FE: moment, when one is unfortunate, ſeems an age of 
rents. 


Vol, III. v | in 
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in a diſmal reverie, and began again to TRA þ 
myſelf up to deſpair, as if I had taken ple WW" 
ſure therein. Nevertheleſs, my complaint 
ended with the night; and the firſt ray oi” 
light with which the fun enlightened my cham ; 
ber, mitigated a little my diſquiet. I got uM 
to open my window, and air my room. | 
took a view of the country, whereof I remem- 
bered that the keeper had given me a fine de” 
{cription'; but I could not find any thing tg I 
juſtify bis account of it. The Erema, which“ 
I thought at leaſt rivalled the Tagus, ſeemed 0 
to me but a brook, Its flowery borders wer 0 
fer off with nothing but nettles and thiſtles 9 
and the pretended delicious vale only falutec Ju 
my eyes with a view of fields, moſt part of them 
uncultivated, I had not, without doubt, a: 4 
yet attained to the pleaſing melancholy, which © 
was to make me ſee things with other eye 
than I did at that tine. I 
I began to put on my clothes, and was al 1 
ready half drefſed, when Tordeſillas enterec 3 
my room, attended by an old fervant-maid ; 
who brought me ſhirts and towels, * Signiot 5 


Gil Blas,” ſaid he, here is linen, do n0 
ſpare it; I will rake care you ſhall never want 1 
Well,” continued he, © how have you paſſe 
the night? Did ſleep ſuſpend your troubles fo 9 
ſome minutes? „ ſhould perhaps not hay be 
been yet ſtirring,” anſwered I, „if I had no 1 ö 
been wakened by a voice in concert with 
guitar.“ The cavalier who diſturbed you 

repoſe,” replied he, © is a ſtate· priſone y 

vhoſe chamber joins to yours, He is a knigh 
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We of che military order of Calatrava, and is 
eg nad to charm one: his name is Don Gaſton 


— & Cagollos. You may both viſit each other, 
Y and ſup together: you will find a mutual 
4 comfort in your converſation, and will be a 


reat ſatisfaction to each other,” _ 8 

"I told Don Andrea, that I ſhould always 
acknowledge the fayopr he did me, in ſuffer- 
ing me to unite my afflictions with the cava- 
lers; and as I exprefled ſome impatience to 


obliging Keeper procured me that pleaſure 
that very day. I dined with Don Gaſton, 
whoſe beauty and 7 mien ſurpriſed me. 
judge what he muſt be, to make ſo ſtrong an 
mprefion upon the eyes of one uſed to ſee 
the handſomeſt young gentlemen about the 
court, Form to yourſelf an idea of a man 
made for conqueſts ; one of thoſe heroes in 
romances, whole ſingle. appearance gave pain 
o princes, and broke their reſt. 444 to this, 
that nature, who generally mingles her gifts, 
had endued Cogollos with a great deal of wit 
5 courage; in ſhort, he was a perfect ca - 
ulier. 

If this gentleman charmed me, I had, on 
the other hand, the good luck not to diſpleaſe 
bm, He would not ſing any more in the night 
for fear of diſturbing me, whatever I could 
ly to beg him not to conſtrain himſelf for me. 
A friendſhip is ſoon contracted between two 
perſons oppreſſed by adverſe fortune, Our 
writ acquaintance was ſoon. followed by a ten- 
& value for each other, which was height- 
U 2 ened 


know this companion in misfortunes, our” 
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ened every day. The liberty that was vive 
us to "diſcourſe together when we pleaſed 
was of no ſmall ſervice to us, fince, by ou 
converſation, we reciprocally helped each 0 
ther to bear our misfortunes patiently, 

I went into his chamber one aftervoon, x 
he was going to play upon the guitar. I (at 
down on a joint ſtool, which was all the ſeats 
he had, that I might hear him more commo 
diouſly ; and he placing himſelf upon the foot 
of his bed, played a very moving air; tg 
which he added a ſong, proper to expreſs the 
deſpair to which a lover is reduced by the cruel- 
ty of his miſtreſs. When he had done, I fad 
to him ſmiling, * Signior Cavalier, you wil 
Never be obliged to make ſuch verſes in your 
amours : you were not made to find the ladies 
cruel.” ' „ You have too good an opinion 0 
me, replied he; © I compoſed the lines you 
have juſt heard, to ſoften a heart which ! 
thought adamant ; and move a lady to relent, 
who treated me with the utmoſt feverity, | 
mult relate to you the ſtory ; it will give you, 
at the ſame time, an account of my misfor- 
tunts. | 


CHAP, VL. 


The hiſtory of Don Gaſton de Cogollos, and 
| Danna Helena de Galiſteo, 


I is now about four years fince I ſet out 
from Madrid to Coria, to viſit Donna F- 
leonora de Laxarilla, my aunt, one of the 
richeſt dowagers in Old Caſtile, to whom | 


am ſole heir, I bad hardly got thither my 
ove 
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ore came to diſturb my quiet. I lodged in- 
mn apartment whoſe windows faced the lattices 
of a lady who lived over-againfſt me, and whom. 
| could eaſily ſee, her grates were ſo open, 
and the ſtreets. ſo narrow. I did not neglect. 
this opportunity, and I found my neighbour 
þ handſome, that I was immediately charm- 
ad with her. I informed her of it. by ſuch: 
lively glances, that ĩt was impoſſible ſhe ſhould. 
miſtake them. Accordingly,. ſhe underitood: 
them very well; but ſhe was not a woman. 
to value herſelf upon ſuch a knowledge, much. 
les to make a return to my grimaces; 
was deſirous of knowing the name of this 
dangerous lady, who could make ſo ſudden: 
wil za impreſſion upon the heart, and found ſhe 
our was called Donna Helena ; that ſhe was the 
lie only daughter. to Don George de. Galiſteo, 
ot vio was lord of a contderable manor,. ſome 
ou kzgues from Coria: that ſhe had-ofren.match-- 
s propoſed for her, but that the father re- 
nt, j:cted all, becauſe he intended to give her to» 
Ibis nephew Don Auguſtine de Olighera, who- 
% had the liberty of ſceing and converting eve- 
r. day with his couſin till the marriage ſhould! 
be concluded. This did not at all diſcourage- 
me; on the contrary, L became the more ena-- 
noured; and the vain pleaſure of ſupplant- 
ns a happy rival, perhaps, incited me, more 
than. my love, to endeavour to carry my 
point, I continued then to caſt the molt. pal-- 
ut i fonate looks at my Helena; 1 alſo courted! 
. her woman Felicia by my eyes, as to implore: 
ch ler aſſiſtance; I even talked with my fingers; 
1 ä * Wy: F - þ- „ Bur 
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but theſe pieces of gallantry were of no 20 
vantage; I got no more good from the maj 
than the miſtreſs, they both ſeemed cruel an 
inacoeſſible. 

As they refuſed anſwering the languag 
of the eyes, I had recourſe to other interpre 
ters. I ſent out ſpies to diſcover what ad 
quaintance Felicia had in the town, The 
found out, that her beſt friend was an old we 
man named 'Fheodora, and that they viſite 
each other very often, Raviſhed with th 


information, I went myſelf to Theodora, au © 
engaged her to ſerve me by my prefents. Shou 
eſpouſed my caufe, promiſed to procure me {rio 
fecret interview with her friend at her houft up 
and kept her word the next day. 4 
I am no longer unhappy,” fays I to re 
licia, © fiance my pains have moved your com ent 
paſhon, How much am I obliged to you not 
friend, for having diſpoſed you to grant an 
the ſatisfaction of your converſation!” © n 
Lord,“ replied ſhe, * Theodora has an ablolWcul 
lute power over me. She has won me ff vo 
to your intereſt ;, and if I could procure youth 
happineſs, you would foon arrive at the heig n 
of all your withes; but, with all my go Oe 
will, I do not know if I can be any grealhl in 
help to you. I muft not flatter you; neg.: 
did you undertake a more difficult enterpriſ 8 
You love a lady who is pre poſſeſſed in favoui df 
of another cavalier; and what fort of a lach fil 
One of fuch pride and diflimulation, that } or 
ecver, by your conſtancy and addrefles, ya 4 


mould 1 8 to force a ſigh from her, d 
nd 


% 
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ot imagine her pride will ever fuffer you to 
mail ure the pleaſure of hearing it.“ “Alas! dear 
aul relicia, cried I, full of grief, © why do you 
ell me allehe obftacles I have to ſurmount ? 
This account kills me; rather impoſe upon 
ne than make me deſpair,” At theſe words, 
[took one of her hands, and preſhng it. bes 


The ween mine, I put a diamond worth three 
u hundred piſtoles upon her finger, ſaying to 
lite ber at the ſame time ſuch moving things that 
thy! made her ſhed tears, | 
an she was too much touched with my diſ- 
S courſe, and too well ſatisfied with my beha- 
ne Whriour, to leave me without comfort. Here» 
uf won ſhe removed the difficulties a little: 
My Lord,” fays ſhe, © what I have been re- 
Fa preſenting to you, ought not to deprive you 
om entirely of hape. Your rival, it is true, is 
ou not hated; he has free acceſs to his couſin; 
an {peak to her when he pleafes ; and this is 
bat eis favourable to you. Their being ac- 


tuſtomed to ſee each other, every day, has 
rendered their converſation ſomething inſipid. 
They ſeem to me to leave each other without 
any pain, and to reviſit without pleaſure, 
One would ſwear they were already married. 
ln ſhort, I do not perceive that my miſtreſs has 
vjolent paſhon for Don Auguſtine. ' Beſides, 
5 to perſonal qualifications, there is ſuch a 
lifference between you and him, as cannot 
nil being obſerved to your advantage, by a 
foung lady fo nice as Donna Helena. Fhere-- 
fore do not loſe courage, continue your gal- 
lutry, I will ſecond you. I will let flip no 

| opportunity 
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opportunity of improving, to- your advantag 
all you do to pleaſe my miſtreſs. It will! 
in vain for her to conceal her thoughts, I wil 
find out her ſentiments through all her dif 
mulation,” 1 
Felicia and I parted after this converſation 
very well ſatisfied with each other; and I be 
gan to ogle Don George's daughter afreh 
J alſo entertained her with a ſerenade why 
in the verſes you juſt heard were ſun 
fine voice, After the concert, che mm ervan 
to ſound her miſtreſs, aſked if ſhe had been di 
verted. The voice,” ſaid Donna Helena, di 
not diſpleaſe me.“ And are not the word 
that were ſung very moving?“ replied th 
maid. I did not at all mind them,“ an 
ſwered the lady; © I only liſtened to th 
tune; I gave no attention to the verſes, no 
even do not want to know who gave me thi 
Ferenade.” If that be the caſe,” cried: he 
woman, ** poor Don Gaſton: de Cogollos 1 
mightily out in his reckoning, and very. fool 
iſh in ſpending his time in looking at our lat 
tices.“ Perhaps,“ ſays the miſtreſs with a cod 
air, “it is ſome other cavalier: who has ju 
declared his paſſion to me in this concert. 
Pardon me,” replied: Felicia, „it is Dot 
Gaſton: himſelf ; by the: ſame token, that h 
accoſted me this morning in the ſtreet, and 
begged me to tell you, in his name, that b 
adores you, in ſpite of the cruelty wherewitl 
you. return his love; and, in ſhort, that b 
ſhould think himſelf the happieſt of-mankind 
x you. would allow him to make known. bl 
pa qi! 
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eon by his courtſhip, and gallant enter- 
inments. This diſcourſe,” continued ſhe, 
jz a ſufficient proof I am not miſtaken.” 
Don George's daughter immediately chan- 
ed countenance, and looking at her woman 
Fith a ſtern air: You might very well,” 
fd ſhe, “ have let alone entertaining me 
ith this impertinent ſtuff, I defire you to 
rouble me no more with ſuch informations; 
awd if that raſh young fellow ſhould ever dare 
to ſpeak to you again, bid him addreſs himſelf 
0a perſon who ſets a greater value upon his 
lantry than I; and chuſe a civiller diverſion 
than to be all day at his window, overving 
au chat 1 do in my apartment.“ 
All this was faithfully told at a ſecond in- 
trview I had with Felicia, who, pretending TI 
nas not to take her miſtreſs's words literally, 
would have perſuaded me that things were 
the beſt in the world. As for me, who could 
lſcover no myſtery therein, and did not think 
that the text could be explained in my favour, 
[was very diffident of the comments ſhe made 
thereupon, She laughed at my diſtruſt, and 
king her friend for paper, pen, and ink, 
id, * Signior Cavalier, write immediately 
o Donna Helena like a lover in deſpair, 
Draw her a lively picture of your ſufferings, - 
epecially complain of her prohibiting your 
pearing at your windows, Promiſe to o- 
bey her, but aſſure her it will coſt you your 
lle. Give this a handſome turn, as you ca- 
alcrs know very well how, and I will an- 
ner for the reſt. -I hope the ſucceſs will do 
me 
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me more honour than you are willing to; 
low to my penetration.“ 8 

I1 ſhould have been the firſt lover that eve 
Had ſo fair an opportunity of writing to h 
miſtreſs, and yet took not the advantage 
it. I indited a moſt pathetic letter, and thoy 
zed it, before I folded it up, to Felicia, whi 
Having read it, ſaid, with a ſmile, that | 
the women knew the art of charming 
men, the men, to make amends, were not ig 
norant of the ſecret to wheedle women. Th 
Aaid, the took my billet-doux ; after whit 
having bid me have a care to keep my wi 
dows ſhut for ſome days, ſhe returned 
Don George's. 

Madam,“ ſaid ſhe, when ſhe came 
Donna Helena, I have met Don Gaſto 
He did not fail accoſting me, and would hay 
held his ſeducing diſcourſe with me. He alk 
me with a trembling voice, like a crimin 
who expects his ſentence, if I had ſpoken 1 
vou in his name, Then I being haſty, a 
willing to execute your orders faithfully, u 
terruped him abruptly. I railed at him bt 
terly, loaded him with injuries, and left hit 
in the ſtreet quite amazed at my malaper 
neſs.” © Tam overjoyed,” anſwered Don 
Helena, that you have freed me from 
importunity. But it was not neceffary 

ſpeak to him ſo roughly, A woman fſhoul 
always be mild.“ Madam,” replied th 
maid, * one cannot get rid of a paſſionate le 
ver with words ſpoken in a ſoft tone. 0. 


Cannot even compaſs it by flying into à 148 
| 2s al 


— 
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d paſſion, For inſtance, Don Gaſton was 
{diſcouraged 3 having, as I faid, ſtunned: 
im with abuſes, I went to your relation, 


bee you ſent me. That lady unfortunate» 
© i detained me too long. I ſay, too long, be- 
nou: uſe at my return 1 found my gentleman a- 
vn. 1 did not expect ſuch a rencounter ; the: 


ht of him confounded me, and that ſo 
uch, that my tongue, which never fails me 
yon occaſion, was now utterly ſpeechleſs, 
huring this, what did he? He ſlipt a paper in- 
my hand, which I kept without knowing 
hat | did, and vaniſhed in a moment.” | 
Having thus ſpoke, ſhe drew my letter out 
f her boſom, and gave it, as if in jeſt, to her 
viſtreſs; who having taken it as it were to 
Irert herſelf, read it in good earneſt, and 
emed afterwards very reſerved. Indeed, 
icia,” faid ſhe with a ſerious air, you: 
s an inconfiderate fool for receiving this 
ie. What will Don Gaſton think of it? 
nd what ought I ro think myſelf? You give 
de room by your conduct to miſtruſt your fi- 
lity, and him reafon to ſuſpect my being 
ched with his paſſion- Alas, perhaps he 
magines at this inſtant that I read his letter 
ner and over with pleaſure ! See to what a: 
grace you expoſe a woman of my ſpirit.” 
Ob, no, Madam,” replied the maid, he 
not have ſuch a thought; or, ſuppoſe he 
ud, he ſhould not have it long. I will telb 
Im at firſt ſight, that I have ſhewn you his 
ter, that you looked upon it with a cool 
r, and that you afterwards tore it diſdain- 
fully, 
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fully, without reading.” * You may ſafe 
ſwear I never read it,” ſaid Donna . Helen, 
I ſhould be horridly put to it to repeat on 
two words of it.“ Not content with thi 
Don George's daughter tore my, billet, an 
prohibited her maid's ever converſing vid 
me, 

As I had promiſed never more to play th 
gallant at my windows, fince the fight of a 
was diſagreeable, I kept them ſhut ſever; 
days, that my obedience might be the mor 
moving. But inſtead; of ogling, which w: 
forbid me, I prepared to ſerenade my crue 
Helena afreſh, With this deſign I placed my 
ſelf one night under her balcony with the mu 
fic; and the guitars had already begun t( 
play, when a cavalier came ſword in hand t 
diſturb the concert, by wounding the perform en 
ers on the right and left, fo that they all im 
-mediately betook themſelves to flight. Th 
rage wherewith this inſolent was animate x 
excited alſo my fury. I advanced to punill 
him, and we began a deſperate combat 
Donna Helena and her maid hearing th 
claſhing of ſwords, looked through their li 
tices, and ſaw two men engaged. Hereupo 
they ſhrieked out ſo loud, that they raile 
Don George and his ſervants ; - who ran, Men 
well as ſeveral neighbours, to part the fr ere 
but came too late. They found upon the fiel 
of battle but one cavalier weltering in his blood 
and almoſt lifeleſs, and perceived that I walls : 
the unfortunate man. They carried me tom 

A aunts 


ns, where I was attended by the moſt 
ful ſurgeons in the city. 


— 


mn of her heart. Her diſſembling gave way 


ke vas no longer the woman who thought 
point of honour to ſeem inſenſible of my 
urtſhip. She was a tender lover, who gave 


ent the reſt of the night in tears with her 


tine de Olighera, whom ſhe judged to have 
en the author of their grief, as in reality it 
s he who had ſo diſagreeably interrupted 
eſerenade, Being as great a maſter of diſ- 
ulation. as his couſin, he had diſcovered my 
tention, without taking any notice of it; 
id imagining ſhe returned it, he had done 


uly as I was _ wounded, the ſurgeon's {kill 


me. He conſented to this marriage the 


luguſtine as a man whom he pe i perhaps 
ker ſee again. But the good old gentleman 
$s apprehenſive leſt his daughter ſhould” be 
frſe to the match, becauſe her couſin O- 


id time to win her affections; but ſhe ſeem- 
Vol, III. X ed 
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All the world pitied me, and eſpecially 
onna Helena, who then diſcovered the bot- 


ber inclination. Would you believe it? 


ſelf up without reſerve to her grief. She. 


oman, and in curſing her couſin. Don Au- 


ls briſk. action, to ſhew he was not ſo pati- 
It as they thought him. Nevertheleſs, this 
lancholy accident ſoon after gave place to 
py which made it forgotten. - As danger- 


wckly reſtored me to health. I ſtill kept my 
amber, when my aunt Donna Eleonora 
ent to Don George to aſk Donna Helena 


ore willingly, in that he looked upon Don 


dera had had ſo much liberty to viſit her, 
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ed ſo willing to obey her father in this point 
that one may conclude that it is an advantag 
in Spain, as well as elfewhere, to be a new 
comer amongſt the ladies. 5 

As ſoon as I could have a private conver 
fation with Felicia, ſhe informed me how vert 
ſenfible her miſtreſs had been of the unfortu 
nate iſſue of my rencounter. So that being n 
longer able to doubt but that I was the Par 
to my Helena, I blefſed my wound, fince thi 
conſequences had been ſo ſucceſsful to n 
love. I obtained leave of Don George tt 
ſpeak to his daughter in her maid's preſent 
How ſweet was this converſation to me 
preſſed and conjured the lady fo much to'tel 
me if her father offered no violence to her in 
clinations, in delivering, her vp to my paſſion 


that ſhe owned it was not owing to her ohel 
dience only. After a confeſſion fo raviſhingf 


I was wholly taken up with the care of maki 
myſelf agreeable, and deviſing gallant enter 
tainments, till our wedding-day ſhoult' come 
which was to have been celebrated by a mag 
nificent cavalcade, whereat all the nobility 
Coria, and the parts adjacent, were to hay 
appeared i in the greateſt ſplendour. 
Hereupon J gave a noble ball at a ſtare 
country- ſeat of my aunt's, near the city-gatt 


towards Manroi, at which Don George, wich 


his daughter, and all His friends and relation 
were preſent. There was a concert of voc 
and inſtrumental muſic ready by my order 
and a company of ſtrollers to act a comedy. | 
the middle of the feaſt they came to whiſß 


me, that there was a man in another roo 
| wh 
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tuo deſired to ſpeak with me; whereupon I 
om. ic from table to ſee who it was. I found 
"0: pcrſon unknown, who looked like a valet de 
NS unbrc, and gave me a note, which I open- 
a, and wherein were theſe words. 


IN 


ver 
[* your honour 1s dear to you, as it ought 

to be to every knight of your order, you 
vill not fail being to- marrow morning in the 
lain of Manroi. You will there find a gen- 
leman who will give you ſatis faction for the 
front you have received from him; and, if 
he can, put it out of your power to have 
Donna Helena, 


"Art 


(ol 


Don Auguſtine de Olighera, 


If love is very predeminant in the Spani- 
ds, revenge is much more ſo. I could not 
rad this challenge, and keep my temper ; 
he very name of Don Auguſtine ſet my blood 
al in a flame, which almoſt made me forget 
lic indiſpenſible part I was to act that day. I 
vas tempted to flip from the company, and 
go immediately in ſearch of my enemy. How- 
wer, I conſtrained myſelf, for fear of diſturb- 
ng the gueſts, and told the man who had 
brought the letter, Friend, you may tell 
le gentleman who ſent you, that I have too 
great a deſire to come to an engagement with 
him a ſecond time, to fail being before ſun- 
te at the appointed place.“ 

Having ſent, back the meſſenger with this 
wer, I rejoined my company, and retook 
ny place at table, where I compoſed my 
Quntenance ſo well, that nobody had any 
X 2 ſuſpicion 
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ſuſpicion of what had paſſed. The reſt of | 
day 1 ſeemed, like the reſt, taken up with | 
diverſions of the entertainment, which at la 
ended at midnight. The affembly_ broke uy 
and every one re-entered the city after t 
{ſame manner as they came out. As for me 
ſtaid behind at the country-ſeat, under pr, 
tence of going to take the air next morning 
which was only that I might be the ſooner 
the rendezvous. Inſtead of going to bed, 
expected day-break with impatience ; whick 
as ſoon as I perceived, I mounted my bei 
horſe, and ſet out alone, as if to take a rid 


into the country, I advanced towards Mail ! 
roi, and diſcovered on the plain a man he 
came towards me full ſpeed. I flew to me he 
'Him, in order to fave him half the way; wiljil 
oon met, It was my rival. Knight,” ſaid Man 
to me inſolently, it is with regret I encouf f ers 
ter you a ſecond time; but it is your a 
fault; you ought, after the adventure of er., 
ſerenade, to have reſigned Don George" 
daughter with a good grace, or elſe to haf lo. 
been aſſured that you ſhould not come off be 
if you perſiſt in your defign of appearing WM * 
greeable in her eyes,” * You are too proud uct 
replied I, of an advantage that is perha t 
leſs owing to your addreſs than to the dare. 
neſs of the night: you do not remember tht: 
the fortune of war is uncertain.” Not M 
me,” anſwered he with an inſolent air; an 
J am going to ſhew you, that, both by dit 
and night I know how to puniſh thoſe bois 
knights who dare encrcach upon my plea”! 
ſures,” N 


Th 
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F Tic only anſwer, I made to this haughty 


u beech was by alighting, as did alſo Don Au- 
tHlattine; and, faſtening our horſes to a tree, 
ue began the combat with equal vigour, I 
p wil coafeſs honeſtly, that I had to do with an 
ne enemy who underſtood fencing better than J, 
prf:ihough I had learned two years; but he was 
nin: perfect maſter, I could not expoſe my life 


0a greater danger, Nevertheleſs, as it often 
happens that the ſtrongeſt are overcome by 
he weakeſt, my rival, ſpite of all his ſkill, re- 
cived a thruſt through his heart, and fell 
born dead a minute after, 

returned immediately to the country ſear, 
here I informed my valet de chambre, of 
whoſe fidelity I was well aſſured, of what had 
paſſed, After this, I ſaid to him, © Dear 
kamirez, take a good horſe, before the offi - 
ters of juſtice can have knowledge of this 
fiir, and go inform my aunt. of it. Deſire | 
ber, in my name, to ſend me ſome gold and 
wels, and come and meet me at Placentia. 
lou will fiad me at the firit inn as you enter 

be city.“ OY | 
3 diſcharged this commiſſion with 
ſuch diligence, that he arrived at Placentia 
thin three hours after me, He told me, that 
Donna Eleonora was rather rejoiced than af- 
lied at a combat that repaired. the affront I 
ud received in our firſt engagement; and 
lat he had ſent me all her gold and jewels, 
lat I might travel with fome pleaſure in fo- 
rign countries, till ſhe ſhould accommodate 
Ny affair. | ö 

Not to mention ſuperfluous circumſtances, 
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into Italy, where I put myfelf in a conditi 
to ſurvey the ſeveral courts, and make 


be haſtened by a fpeedy agreement. $i 


ria to take pofleflion of a noble inheritance 


in vain diſputed with him; and finding th 
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1 ſhall only tell you, that I croſſed Ney ( fon 
ſtile, in order to go into the Kingdom of Var 

tencia, and embark at Denia. I paſſed on 


graceful appearance there, * 

Whilſt I thus endeavoured, at x diſtand 
from my Helena, to delude, as much as j 
me lay, my love and difquiet, that lady 
Coria, bemoaned my abſence in fecret, ] 
ſtead of approving her family's proſecutin 
me on account of Olighera's death, ſhe wilt 
ed. that it might be made up, and my rety 


months were already paſſed fince ſhe had 1 
me, and I believe her conſtancy would have a 
ways triumphed over time, if ſhe had only ha 
time to cope with; but the had yet more poi 
erful enemies. Don Blas de Combados, 
gentleman of the weſt of Galicia, came to Ce 


which Don Miguel de Caprara his couſin ha 


country more pleaſant than his own, he ſeſ 
tled there. Combados was well made, ſeeme le 


ſweet-rempered and polite, and had the mol pr 


inſinuating wit in the world. He ſoon git 
acquainted with the people of faſhion. of th4 
city, and was informed of all the affairs of « 
very one. 
He was not long ignorant that Don Georg 
had a daughter, whoſe dangerous beauty ſeem 
ed only to inflame- men to their deſtruction 
This incited his curioſity. He had a mind t 
ke fo formidable a lady, To this * 
Et 1 ovgh 
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fnght her father's friendſhip, and gained fo 
ar upon him, that the old gentleman, looking 
on him already as his ſon-in-law, gave him 
free accefs to his houſe, and leave to ſpeak to 
Helena in his preſence, The Galician was 
not long before he fell in love; it was inevi- 
able : he diſcloſed himſelf to Don George, 
who told him, that he approved of his addreſ- 
{s, but that he would not conſtrain his daugh- 
ter, but left her free miſtreſs of the diſpoſal 
of her own hand. Hereupon Don Blas made 
uſe of all the gallantry he could deviſe to 
pleaſe the lady, who was wholly inſenſible, 
b much was ſhe prepoſſeſſed in my favour. 
However, Felicia was in the gentleman's in- 
creſt, who had engaged her thereunto by his 
preſents, She employed her utmoſt addreſs 
o ſerve him. On the other hand, the father 
kconded the maid by his remonſtrances, and, 
nevertheleſs, all they could beth do for a 
whole year, was to torment Donna Helena, 
vithout being able to render her unfaithful to 
me. 

Combados finding that Don George and 
Felicia in vain- concerned themſeves for him, 
propoſed an expedient to them to ſurmount 
he obſtinacy of ſo prejudiced a lover, 
„This,“ faid he, “ is what I have contrived. 
et us counterfeit a letter from an Italian 
nerchant to his correfpondent at Coria, where- 
n, after an account of ſeveral things relating 
o commerce, the following words {ſhall be 
nſerted. „ There is lately arrived at the 
wurt of Parma, a Spaniſh cavalier, called 
Un Gaſton de Cogollos ; who ſays he is nephew 
and: 
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8 and only heir to a rich widow who lives in 
4 Coria, and whole name is Donna Eleanora n 
1 Laxarilla. He courts the daughter of a gehe 
Nl nobleman, but he will not obtain her befor ch 
1 they are informed of the truth. I am deſire o 
1 to addreſs myſelf to you for that purpoſ g 
1 "4 Wherefore, I beg you ſend me word it ne 
1 know this Don Gaſton, and wherein hau 
2 7 aunt's eſtate conſiſts. Your anſwer will de con 
7 cide the fate of this marriage. Parma, H ber 
16 1 93 | | ji 
141.2 This impoſture ſeemed to the old man Du ber 
42 a witty contrivance, a ſtratagem that was par be. 
227 donable in lovers; and the waiting-maid, ef 
10/26 lefs ſcrupulous than the good man, approveſ :: 
15 of it mightily. The invention ſeemed e 
1 them ſo much the better, in that they knef lat 
1 Helena to be a woman of a great ſpirit, au Dor 
dion likely to fall into the ſnare immediately, pro ede 
bY vided ſhe had no fuſpicion of the cheat. Dopa 
* George took it upon himſelf to inform he port 
2 of my change, and, to make the thing ha aug 
. the greater appearance of truth, to let hake 
15 ſpeak to the merchant who had received thiWh { 
oy pretended letter from Parma. The proje bir 
1 was executed as it was formed, The fathe T! 
"FN . . . 

ſaid to Donna Helena with an emotion, where. 
5 in, in all appearance, was a great deal of ſpi do 
1 and anger, Daughter, I will no long ene 
* tell you that our relations beg me every d iith 
I'S never to ſuffer Don Auguſtine's murder ort, 
3 to enter our family. I have now a ſtrongq uc 
. reaſon to deſire you to diſengage yourl: itn 
19 from Don Gaſton, Die with ſhame for b nf 
1 vin er 
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ing been ſo faithful to him; he is an incon- 
fant perfidious wretch ; here is a certain proof 
of his infidelity: read yourſelf that letter 
Jchich a merchant of Coria has juſt received 
from Italy.” Poor Helena takes the counter- 
{it paper trembling, runs it over with her 
eres, weighs all the expreſſions, and remains 
quite overwhelmed with the news of my in- 
conſtancy. After this, ſome remains of ten- 
lerneſs made her ſhed a few tears; but ſhe 
hon recalled her pride to her aid, and wiping 
ber eyes, ſaid, with a reſolute tone, to her fa- 
er, My Lord, you have been a witneſs 
of my weakneſs, be ſo likewiſe of the victory 
Wl gain over myſelf, It is done. I now only 
deſpiſe Don Gaſton, I look on him as the 
baſcit of men; come, I am ready to follow 
Don Blas to the altar, Let my marriage pre- 
cede that of the perfidious wretch, who has 
repaid my love ſo ill. Don George, tranſ- 
ported with joy at theſe words, embraced his 
laughter, praiſed the noble reſolution ſhe had 
aken, and hugging himſelf for the fucceſs of 
4 ſtratagem, made haſte to gratify my rival's 
hres, 4.0? | 

Thus was Donna Helena raviſhed from 
ne. She reſigned herſelf up raſhly to Com- 
dos, without hearkening to her love, which 
pleaded for me in the bottom of her heart, 
mthout even doubting one minute of a re- 
port, which ought not to have met with fo 
nuch credulity in a lover. The haughty wo- 
nan only gave ear to her pride; the reſent- 
dent of the injury ſhe imagined I had done 
ler beauty, got the better of her paſſion. 
o wever, 
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However, ſome days after her marriage, f 
felt ſome remorſe for having been ſo haſty, 
came mto her head, that the merchant's let 
might be forged, and this ſuſpicion cauſed h 
a great deal of diſquiet, But the amoro 
Don Blas did not leave his wife time to m 
riſh any thoughts contrary to her repoſe, 
only thought how to amuſe her, and be {y 
ceeded by a continual ſeries of different dine 
ions, which he had the art to invent, 

She ſeemed very well ſatisfied with ſo g; 
lant a ſpouſe, and they both lived in per 
union, when my aunt made up my affe 
with Don Auguſtine's relations. She wro 
immediately to Italy, to give me advice ther 
of. I was then at Reggio in the Lower 0 
labria; I crefled over into Sicily, and fra 
thence to Spain; in fine, I reached Con 
mounted on the wings of love. Donna LI 
onora not having informed me of the m 
riage of Don George's daughter, acquaint 
me with jt at my return, and obſerving tai 
it afflicted me, Lou are in the wrong, ug 
phew,” ſaid ſhe, to ſeem ſo ſenſible of th 
loſs of a lady who could not keep faithful « 
you. Be ruled by me; banith from your me 
mory a perfon who is not worthy to hate 
place there,” 

As my aunt was ignorant of Donna Bel 
na's being impoſed on, ſhe was in the rig 
to ſpeak thus to me, and could not have 9 
ven me better counſel, Accordingly I pil 
miſed to follow it, or at leaſt to affect an a 
of indifference, if I were not capable of co 


quering my pafſlon. However, I could r 
reli 
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it the curioſity to know after what man- 
this marriage had been brought about. 
order to inform myfelf, I reſolved to ad- 
ee myſelf to Felicia's friend, that is to ſay, 
codora, whom I have before mentioned. 
went to her, and by chance found Felicia 
re, who expecting nothing leſs than the 
it of me, was confounded, and would 
ire fled, ro have avoided the explanation ſhe 
htly judged I ſhoukd demand of her. I 
oped her; Why do you fly me?” faid 
is not the perjured Helena farisfied 
th having ſacrificed me? has ſhe forbid your 
wing my complaints? or do you only ſtrive 
avoid me, to make your count to an ingrate 
br having refuſed to give ear to them?“ 

„My Lord,“ rephed the maid,, I will 
un to you ingenuouſly, that your prefence 
dafounds me. I cannot fee you again with- 
ut being diſtracted with remorſe. My mi- 
refs has been deceived, and I have had the 
fortune to be an accomplice in the fraud.” 
O heavens !” cried-F out in a ſurpriſe, © what 
o you dare to tell me? Then the wench gave 
ean account of the ſtratagem Combados 
ad uſed to deprive me of Donna Helena; 
d perceiving: that her recital pierced me to 
he heart, ſhe ſaid her utmoſt to comfort me; 
e even offered me her good offices to her mi- 
rels, promiſing to diſabuſe her, and to paint 
by deſpair to her; in ſhort, to ſpair no pains 
0 mitigate the rigour of my deſtiny: in fine, 
be gave me ſuch hopes as a little alleviated 
y pains, N 

[ paſs over the infmite contradiction ſtie 
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met with from Donna Helena, in attempt 
to gain her conſent to ſee me : however 
compaſſed her ends. It was reſolved betweef 
them that I ſhould be let in ſecretly to Do 
Blas's, the firſt time he went to an eſtar 
where he uſed to go from time to time a-hunt 
ing, and ſtaid generally a day or two, Thi 
deſign was ſoon executed: the huſband ſe 
out for the country, Care was taken to j 
form me of it, and introduce me one nigh 
into his wife's apartment. 

I would have begun the converſation by re 
proaches, but they ſtopt my mouth. * It i 
in vain,” ſaid the lady, to call back to mint 
what is paſt, It is not now our buſineſs 10 
move each other to compaſſion; and you ar 
in an errour, if you think me diſpoſed t 
flatter your inclinations, I declare to you 
Don Gaſton, I have given my conſent to thi 
ſecret interview; I have yielded to the en 
treaties that have been made me, only to tell 
you in perſon, that for the future you mu 
only think of forgetting me. Perhaps I ſhoulc 
be better ſatisfied with my fate, if it were uni 
ted to yours ; but ſince heaven has ordained! 
otherwiſe, I will obey its decrees.” 

„What, Madam,” replied I, is it no 
enough to have loſt you ? is it not enough t 
ſee the happy Don Blas quiet poſſeſſor of the 
only perſon I could love? muſt I alſo bani 
you my thoughts? would you deprive me o 
my love, and rob me of the only good I have 
left? Ah! cruel, do you think that it is pol 
ſible for a man whom you have once enſlaved 


to recover his heart? Know your on ͤpowe 
bette 


And 
V 
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ner than you do, and ceafe vainly exhort- 
me to eraſe you out of my remembrauce.“ 
well chen,“ anſwered the with precipita- 
u, ceaſe alfo hoping that I will repay 
ur paſſion with any ackowledgment. I 
we but one word to ſay to you: the wife of 
hn Blas ſhall never be Don Gaſton's mi- 
6, Take your meaſures thereupon, Fly: 

vs quickly end a converſation, wherewith 
reproach myſelf, ſpite of the purity of my 
tentions, and which I ſhould think it a 
tine to prolong.” 

At thete words, which deprived me of all 
pe, I fell at the lady's feet. I ſpoke in the 
oft moving terms I could think of, and em- 
byed even tears to ſoften her. But all this 
iy conduced perhaps to excite ſome ſenti- 
tents of pity, which the was very careful not 
(diſcover, and which were ſacrificed to her 
y. Having in vain uſed all manner of ten- 
r expreſſions, prayers, and tears, my love 
hanged on a ſudden into fury. I drew my 
vord to kill myſelf before the eyes of the in- 
wrable fair, who no ſooner perceived my 
tion, than ſhe threw herſelf upon me, to pre- 
at the conſequences. ** Stop, Cogollos,” 
ad he. Is it thus you take care of my re- 
Ration ? By thus taking away your life, you 
Oo diſhonour me, and make my huſband . 
us for an aſſaſſin.“ 

Far from giving the attention they deſerved 
Itheſe words, in the deſpair I was in, I only 
ought how to elude the attempts the miſtreſs * 
id the ſervant made to ſave me from myſelf, 
nd undoubtedly I ſhould have ſucceeded but 
Vou, III. 1 too 
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too ſoon, if Don Blas, who had been: appri 
ſed of our interview, and wha, inſtead of poing 
into the country, had hid himſelf behind th 
hangings to hear our diſcourſe, had not com 
quickly to join them. Don Gaſton,” cric 
he, ſeizing on: my arm, ** recal your baniſhe 
reaſon, and do not ſhamefully give way 1 
the furious paſſion that agitates you.” 

J interrupted Combados. ** Is it for you, 
ſaid I, to divert me from my. reſolution? 
you ought rather yourſelf to plunge a poniatd 
in my breaſt. My love, unfortunate. as it is 
is offenſive to you. Is it not. enough you ſur: 
priſe me in your wife's apartment ? needs there 
any more to incite you to revenge? kill me, 
to rid yourſelf of a. man who muſt adore He. 
lena, till be ceaſes to live.” In vain,” re. 
plied Don Blas, © do you. endeavour to en- 
gage my honour to put you to death. You Lc 
are ſufficiently puniſhed for your raſhneſs, and Fl 
I am fo well ſatisfied with my wife for ber vir: 
ruous ſentiments, that I pardon. the occaſion & 
ſhe has taken to make them known. Be ad- 
viſed by me, Cogollos,” continued he; do 
not yield to your deſpair like a faint-hearted Wi 6. 
lover; rather courageouſly ſubmit: to ge- 
ceſſity. . . 

By ſuch like diſcourſes the prudent Galician 
appeaſed my paſſion, by little and little, and ( 
revived again my virtue. I withdrew with an 
intent to abſent myſelf from Helena, and the Wi ® 
places where ſhe: refided, and two days after- fl © 
wards I returned to Madrid. There, reſolving WM " 
no more to mind ought. but making my for- 
tune, I began to appear at court, and procure Wy 


; myſolf 
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weſelf friends. But I had the ill fortune to 
ach myſelf particularly to the - Marquis de 
Vilarcal, a nobleman of the firſt rank in Por- 
weal, who is now confined in the caſtle of A- 
rant, on ſuſpicion of intending to deliver that 


ri 
hes kingdom from the ſubjection of Spain, As 
ie Duke de Lerma knew that | had en- 


ered into a ſtrict friendthip with this Lord, 

he had me ſeized and brought hither, That 
miniſter believes, that I would be an accom- 
plice to ſuch a deſign; he could not have done 
more ſenſible outrage to a man who is of 
noble rank and a Caſtilian.“ 

Don Gaſton left ſpeaking at theſe words. 
After which, to comfort him, I ſaid, © Sig- 
dior Cavalier, your honour cannot ſuffer by 
his diſgrace, which in the end will certainly 
turn to your advantage, When the Duke de 
Lerma is once informed of your innocence, he 
vill not fail to give you a conſiderable em- 
ployment, to re-eſtabliſh the reputation of a 
gentleman unjuſtly accuſed of treaſon.” 


CH AP, VII. 


Scipio comes to the tower of Segovia, to look for 
Gil Blas, and informs om w; a great deal of 


NEWS, 


UR farther converſation was interrupted 

by Tordeſillas, who entered the room, 
md addrefſed himſelf to me thus ; ** Signior 
Gil Blas, I am juſt come from a young fellow 
who has been at the priſon- gate, and aſked if 
vou was not here under confinement ; and 
won my having refuſed to ſatisfy his curioſity, 
1 2 he 
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he ſeemed very much mortified. “ N. 
Governour,” ſaid he with tears in his e 
« do not refuſe my humble-petition to be 
formed whether the Signior de Santillang 
here. I am his head ſervant, and you wil 
a charitable action in ſuffering me to ſee h 
You paſs in Segovia for a gentleman full 
humanity, I hope you will not deny me 
favour of ſpeaking a minute with my dear 

- ſer, who is more unfortunate than crimin 
In ſhort,” continued Don Andrea, 
young man has exprefled ſuch a deſire to h 
a word with you, that I have promited h 
that ſatisfaction this night.“ 

I aflured Tordeſillas, that he could not 
me a greater pleaſure, than in letting me | 
that ſervant, who probably might have ſo 

thing of importance to tell me. I impatien 
expected the moment when I ſhould aga 
have a ſight of my faithful Scipio, for J ma 
no doubt but it was him; nor was I deceivet 
He was admitted into the tower at night; at 
when he perceived me, he broke out into e 
traordipary tranſports of joy, which were on 
to be equalled by mine. As for me, I was 
raviſhed at his fight, that I ftretched out 
arms to him, and he claſped me in his vit 
out ceremony, The maſter and the fecretar 
were confounded' in this embrace, fo gl 
were they to ſee each other. | 

When we had both a little diſengaged out 
ſelves, I inquired of Scipio in what conditiof 
he had left my houſe. * You have no longq 
any,” anſwered he; “ and to ſpare you thy 
pains of aſking queſtion upon queſtion, Iv 

tc 
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you in two words what has pafſed at your 
ne. Your effects have been plundered botk 
the alguazil's men, and your own dome- 
rs, who, looking upon you as one already 
wie loſt, have taken all they could lay their 
nds upon on trult for their wages, By good 
tune for you, I had the addreſs to fave 
om their clutches two large bags of double 
titoles, which I got out of your ſtrong box, 
nd are in ſafety. Salero, to whom I have 
ruſted them, will reſtore them to you when 
jou get out of this tower, where I believe you 
fil not be long a penſioner: to his Majeſty, 
ce you were ſeized without. the Duke de 

lerma's privity.“ | 

[ aſked Scipio how he knew his Excellency 

hd no ſhare in my diſgrace. O,“ replied 
le,“ that is a thing whereof J am very well 
nformed, One of my friends, who is con- 

fdent to the Duke d'Uzeda, has told me all 
he circumftances of your impriſonment,” 

* Calderona,” faid he, © having diſcovered, 

by the means of a yalet, that the Sennora Si- 

ena received the Prince of Spain in the night 

under another name, and that it was the 

Count de Lemos who managed this intrigue, 

y the interpoſition of Signior de Santillane, 

relolved to revenge himſelf both of them and 
is miſtreſs. That he might the better ſucceed 

herein, he goes ſecretly to the Duke d'Uzeda, 
md diſcovers all to him. The Duke, raviſh- 

el to have ſo fine an opportunity to ruin his: 
tnemy, failed not to take the advantage of it. 
tle informed the King of what he had juſt 
been told, and repreſented to him, in ſuch live- 


» ly 
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ly colours, the dangers to which the Pring 
had been expoſed, that he rouſed his Maj 
ſty's anger. So that he immediately had 8 
rena confined in the convent des Filles Ri 
penties, baniſhed the Count de Lemos, ax 
| condemned Gu Blas to perpetual imprifo 
ment,” 

This,“ continued Scipio, „is what m 
friend has told me; whereby you ſee you 
mis fortune is the handy- work of the Duk 
d'Uzeda, or, to ſpeak more properly, of Cal 
derona.” . 

I judged by his diſcourſe, that my affair 
might in time be re-eſtabliſhed ; that the Dukt 
de Lerma, being piqued at his nephew's en 
ile, would leave no ſtone unturned to rec: 
that nobleman to court; and I flattered my 
{elf, that his Excellency would not forget me 
What a tine thing is hope! it comforted me 
at once for the loſs of my plundered effeds, 
and rendered me as gay as if I had reaſon to 
be ſo. Far from looking upon my priſon as 
an unfortunate lodging, where I might per- 
haps end my days; it ſeemed rather to me the 
means fortune would make uſe of, to raiſe 
me to ſome great poſt, For I reaſoned with] 
in myſelf after this manner: Don Fernando 
Borgia, Father Jerome of Florence, and eſpe: 
cially Friar Louis of Aliaga, (who is obliged 
to him for his place about the King,) arc of 
the prime miniſter's party. With the help of 
theſe powerful friends, his Excellency will 0: 
verthrow all his enemies; or elſe the face of 
affairs may be very ſoon altered: his Maje- 


ſty's health is very precarious, As ſoon as he 
| 
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«dead, the Prince will begin his reign by re- 
aling the Count de Lemos, who will imme- 
lately releaſe me hence, and preſent me to 
he new monasch, who will overload me with 
ours. Thus, being already full of the 
eating hope of what was to come, I hard- 
any longer felt my preſent evils. I believe 
ndzed, that the two bags of doublons, which 
ny ſecretary ſaid he had depoſited with the 
goldſmith, contributed as much ta the ſudden 
change, as the hopes aforementioned. 

was too well ſatisfied with Scipio's zeal 
nd integrity not to let him know it; I offer- 
ed him half the money he had ſaved from tlie 
plage; which he refuſed : I expect,“ ſays 
he, © another mark of your acknowledg- 
ment,” Being as much aſtoniſhed at his 
ſpeech as his refuſal, I aſked: what I could do 
for him, Let us never part,” replied he. 
Let me unite my fortune to yours; I have 
ſuch an affection for you, as I never before 
had for any maſter.” * And as. for me,” 
er- Hd I, “ my boy, I will aſſure you, you do 
thei not love one that is ungrateful. From the 
alli firſt moment you came to offer me your ſer- 
ti vice, L liked you. We muſt either both of us 
do i be born under Libra or Gemini, which are, 
pe. s they ſay, the two conſtellations that unite 
ca WF mankind, I willingly accept of the propoſed 
of WM union ; and, to begin it, I will ask the keeper 
of e (hut you up with me in the tower,” 
„ That will be a great ſatisfaction. to me,” 
or I cried he; you have prevented me; I was go- 
eng to conjure you to deſire this favour; your 
ic WF company is dearer to me than liberty: I will 
51 only 


— 
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only go ſometimes to Madrid to bfeathe 1 
office-air, and fee if there has happened 
change at court that may be favourable to 50 
So that you will have in me a confident, 
courier, and a ſpy all in one. | 
Theſe advantages were too conſiderable | 
me to deprive myſelf of them, wherefore 
retained with me ſo uſeful a perſon, with tl 
leave of the obliging keeper, who would n 
refuſe me fo ſweet a comfort, 


CHAP. VII. 


Of the firſt journey Scipio took to Madri 
What was the motive and the ſucceſs, 0 
Blas falls fick. The conſequences of his jic 


neſs, 


F it is generally ſaid that we have no grea 
er enemies than our domeſtics, we oug 
alſo ro ſay that they are our beſt friends, wht 
they are faithful and affectionare. After tl 
zeal Scipio had ſhewed for my ſervice, I cou 
only look upon him as an * Alter Ego, when 
fore no more ſubordination between Gil Bly 
and his ſecretary; no more ceremonies bl 
tween them; they were chamber-fellows, an 
had but one bed and one table. 

There was in Scipio's converſation abut 
dance of gaiety, One might juſtly have fil 
named him the good-humoured young fello 

Beſides this, he had a head-piece, and 
found an advantage in his counſel, “ Friends 
fays I to him one day, * I fancy it woul 
nut be amiſs to write to the Duke 


* Another myſelf. 
| Lerm 


(hap. 8. OF GIL BL AS. 261 


ma; it can produce no ill effect; what 
re your thoughts thereupon ?” *© Ay, but,” 
replied he, great men differ ſo much from 
themſelves, from one moment to another, 
hat Jam not very ſure how your letter will 
e received. However, I am for your wrt- 
fog at all events. Although the miniſter 
hes you, do not depend upon his friendſhip 
= © the care of calling you into his remem- 
rance. Theſe ſorts of protectors eaſily for- 
xt thoſe perſons whom they hear no longer 
nentioned. 

Although this be but too true,” anſwer- 
dl, have a better opinion of my patron; 
| know his goodneſs; and am perſuaded 
that he ſympathizes with my pains, and that 
ey preſent themſelves inceſſantly before his 
es: without doubt, he only waits till the 
King's anger is over, to deliver me out of 
priſon.” * So. much the better,” rejoined 
be: „I wiſh you may judge, rightly of his Ex- 
wllency, Implore then his afliſtance in a 
rery moving letter; I promiſe you to give it 
no his own hands,” Upon this I immedi- 
aely called for pen and ink, and compoſed a 
pece of eloquence which Scipio thought very 
pathetic, and Tordeſillas extolled even above 
e archbiſhop of Grenada's homilies. 

[ flattered myſelf that the Duke of Lerma 
vould have been touched with my melan- 
choly account of the miſerable ſtate wherein 
| really was not; and, in this belief, I diſ- 
patched my courier to Madrid, who no ſoon- 
er got thither, than he went to that miniſter's, 


Wacre he met with a valet de chambre who 
| Was 
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was my friend, and procured him an oppo 
tunity of ſpeaking to the Duke. May ein 
pleaſe your Grace,” ſaid Scipio to his Exc 
lency, at the fame time prelenting him | 
packet wherewith he was intruſted, © one Wh it 
your moſt faithful ſervants, who lies upon ee 
ſtraw in a dark dungeon in the tower of ie 
govia, moiſt humbly conjures you to read tl 
letter, which a gaoler in pity gave him d 
opportunity to write. The miniſter open: 
the letter, and ran it over ; but although 
ſaw therein a picture capable of ſoftening thi 
hardeſt heart, far from ſeeming moved at 
te rmſed his voice, and ſaid, with a furio: 
look, to the courier, before fome perſons wht 
could hear him, Friend, tell Santillane th; 
1 think him very impudent in daring to ad 
dreſs himſelf to me, after having been guilt 
of ſuch an unworthy action, for which he 
ſo juſtly chaſtiſed. He is a wretch who muff 
no longer rely upon my favour, and who 
J abandon to the King's reſentment.” 
Scipio, as much affurance as he had, way 
confounded at this ſpeech. However, in ſpirg 
of his amazement, he would have intercedeq 
for me, © My Lord,” replied he, this pool 
priſoner will die for grief when he hears youy 
Excellency's anſwer,” The Duke made nag 
other reply to my mediator, but by frowning 
upon him, and turning his back. Thus dich 
this miniſter treat me, the better to hide the; 
part he had in the Prince of Spain's amorovy 
intrigue ; and this is what all petty agents ought 
to expect, who are employed by great men ing 
their ſecret and dangerous ä | 
hen 
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Mall 
'Y informed me of the ſucceſs of his com- 


: impriſonment. I even thought myſelf 
re unhappy, fince I had no longer the 
e of Lerma's protection. My courage 
led, and whatever they could ſay to reſtore 
became again a prey to the deepeſt me- 


he keeper, who was concerned for 0 
fervation, imagining he could not do bet- 
u than to call in phyſicians to my afſiſtance, 
wught me two, who had both of them very 
T5 the look of being very faithful ſervants 

75 goddeſs. * Libitina. Signior Gil 
bs,” laid he, preſenting them to me, here 
Eo ſons of Hippocrates, who are come 


nuf you, and will recover you in a little 
donde. | was ſo prepoſſeſſed againſt all doctors 


phy ſic, that I certainly ſhould! have given 
bee but a very ſcurvy. reception, had I been 
ter ſo little fond of life. Bur I was then fo 
ary of it, that I thought myſelf obliged to 
ordefillas for putting me into their hands. 

" Signior Cavalier,“ {aid one of theſe doc- 
us to me, you mult, before we proceed, 
vol2 a confidence in us.” © I do a perfect 


"The goddeſs that preſided over funerals. 


When my ſecretary returned to Segovia, 


mon, 1 was again plunged in that dreadful 
j wherein I found mytelf the firſt day of 


ncholy, which inſenſibly threw me into an 
me diſeaſe. 4 


ne, replied I; © with your afliftance, I do. 
0: doubt but I ſhall be cured of all my ails 
a a few days,” © Yes, with the help of 
bd,” rejoined he, © ſo you ſhall; at leaſt, 
vill not be wanting in our endeavours.” 
In 


- — id Do — — > _ 
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In effect, theſe gentlemen did their buſineſs t 


a. miracle, and put me into ſuch a fair way 
that I was going viſibly to the Stygian Jake 
Don Andrea deſpairing of my cure, had al 
ready brought a Franſiſcan to diſpoſe me te 
die well : already had the good father diſchar 
ged that office and retired : and for myſelf 
believing that my laſt hour was nigh, I made 
a ſign to Scipio to draw near my bed. Dea 


friend,” ſaid I, with a dying voice, ſo much e 
was I weakened by their medicines and bleed ui 
ings, I leave you one of the bags that are inte 
at Gabriel's, and I conjure you to carry the d 
other into Aſturia, to my father and mother, ir 
who muſt be in need of it, if yet alive. Bu t 
alas, I am very much afraid they could not D 
ſupport under my ingratitude. The report ne 
Muſcada made them of my unnatural behavi-Wvr 
our, has perhaps been the cauſe of their death. Why 


If heaven has preſerved them in ſpite of the 
indifference wherewith I repaid their ten- 
derneſs, you may give them the bag of dou- 
blons, and beg them in my name to tor- 
give me for not uſing them better; and if 
they are no longer living, I charge you to 
employ this money in having maſſes ſaid both 
for the repoſe of their ſouls and my own.” 
Having thus faid, I reached out one hand, 
which he bathed in tears, without being able 
to anſwer me one word, ſo much was the 
poor young fellow afflicted for my loſs, Thus 
proves that the tears of an heir are not always 
ſmiles hid under a maſk. 

I expected then to make my exit; never- 
theleſs, I was deceived in my expeCtation | 


0b. 3. OF GIL BLAS. 265 


y doctors having quitted me, and left na- 
ure at liberty to operate, ſaved me by that 
neans, The fever which they prognoſtica- 
id was to carry me off, went away, as it 
vere to give them the lie, I recovered by lit- 
and little, and, by the greateſt good for- 
we in the world, my illneſs was ſucceeded ' 
by a perfect tranquillity of mind. I had then 
zo need of being comforted. I preferved all 
the contempt for riches and honours that the 
pinion of an approaching death had inſtilled 
no me, and being reſtored to myſelf, I bleſſ- 
d my diſgrace. I thanked heaven for it as 
for a particular favour, and took a firm reſo- 
tion to retutn no more to court, even if the 
not Duke of Lerma would recal me. I rather 
ort ropoſed to myſelf, if ever I got out of pri- 
wri- on, to buy a cottage, and live like a philo- 
th, Nopher. | 
the My confident approved of my deſign, and 
en- old me that to haſten the execution of it, he 
u- WH intended to return to Madrid to ſolicit my 
or- Nealargement. © I have a thought,” conti- 
| if Wh mes he, © come into my head; I know a 
to perſon that may ſerve you, It is the favou- 
"th me maid to the Prince of Spain's nurſe ; a 
1.” Wil of wit. I will ſet her to work for you 
d, Wiupon her miſtreſs ; I will try all means to re- 
de Wale you from this tower, which is ſtill but 
he Hr priſon, however well treated you are there- 
us n.“ © You are in the right,” replied I; 
15M 20, friend, begin your negotiation without 

bling time: would to Heaven we were alrea- 

(in our retirement.” 


„Vor. II. . CHAP. 
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HAP. K. 


Scipio returns te Madrid. How, and upon wha 
conditions, he had Gil Blas reſtored to liberty 
Il here they both went on parting from. th 
tower of Segovia, and what converſation pa 
ed between them, 


9 4 then ſet out again for Madrid; anc 

in the mean time I, in expectation of h 
return, applied myſelf to reading. 'Torde 
{fllas furniſhed me with more books than 
deſired; which he borrowed of an old com 
mander who could not read, and yet had: 
fine library to give himſelf the air of a learn 


authors, becauſe I found every minute | 
them ſomething that flattered my averſion te 
the court, and my love of ſolitude, 

I ſpent three weeks without hearing a word 
of my manager, who at laſt returned, and 
ſud with a gay air, © For this time, Signior 
de Santillane, I bring-you good news. The 
nurſe will eſpouſe yovr intereſt, Her maidy 
at my entreaty, and for a hundred piſtok: 
which I have conſigned to her, has had the 
goodneſs to ſpeak to the Prince of Spain fo 
your enlargement; and the Prince, who, a 
F have often told you, can deny her nothing, 
has promiſed to beg the King His father to re 
leaſe you. I came as ſoon as poſſible to tell 
you the news, and am going ſtraight back a 
gain, to put the finiſhing ſtroke to my vo 


ed man. Above all, I liked the good moral 


wm — — ro 
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It theſe words, he left me, and ſet out for 
tourt. | 
His third journey was not long; I ſaw my 

gentleman return at the week's end, with ad- 
ice that the Prince had obtained my liberty 
of the King, but not without trouble. This. 
ws confirmed to me the ſame day by the 
keeper, who came to embrace me, and told 
ne, My dear Gil Blas, Heaven be thank- 
ed, you are free. The priſon- doors are open 
for you, but it is upon two conditions which 
perhaps will cauſe you a great deal of trouble, 
and which I am obliged to tell you with re- 
gret. His Majeſty forbids your appearing at: 
court, and orders you to quit both the Ca- 


Arn , * „ 

eres in a month: I am very much mortiſied 

» MJ bat they have forbid you the court.“ “ And J 
am glad of it,” replied IJ. God knows my 

1 tC | 
thoughts; I expected but one favour from the 
King, and he has done me two,” 

"Ord . | 

being aflured then that I was no longer a 
nion briſoner, I hired two mules, whereon my 


TM doafdent and I mounted next day, after I had 
zig WY {2k < leave of Cogollos, and thanked Torde- 
WT ills a thouſand times for all the teſtimonies 
a ff friendſhip I had received from him. We 
cf ft out gaily for Madrid, to draw our two 
bags, which had each of them five hundred 
doublons, out of Signior Gabriel's hands. 
es we were upon the road, my affociate ſaid 
tell o me, If we are not rich enough to pur- 
MJ chaſe a magnificent eſtate, at leaſt we may 
buy a competency.” If we ſhould have 
but a hut,” replied I, I ſhould. be. ſatisfied 
; 2 2 ? with. 
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with my lot. Though I am hardly int 
middle of my age, I find myſelf diſguſted yi 
the world, and I deſign for the future only 
live for myſelf. Beſides this, let me tell Ya 
I have formed to myſelf an agreeable notiq 
of a rural life, an idea that raviſhes me, af 
makes me enjoy it betorchand, Methinks 
already ſee the meadows enamelled, hear 
nightingales fing, and the rivulets murmy 
at one time I imagine I am diverting myſe 
with hunting, and at another time with fff 
ing: Fancy to yourſelf the different pleaſur 


that wait us in our ſolitude, and you will | 


charmed as well as me. As to our food, t 

plaineſt will be the beſt. A mouthful ( 
bread may ſatisfy us when we are oppreſſe 
with hunger. We ſhall eat it with an appeti 
that will make us think it excellent, Pleaſu 
does not conſiſt in the delicacy of exquiſite y 
ands, it is all within ourſelves; and this is 
true, that I do not make beſt meals at table 
that I ſee furniſhed with the moſt epicuril 


and plenty.” 
With your leave, Signior Gil Blas,” fa 


my ſecretary, interrupting me, I am not a 


gether of your mind about this pretende 
frugality to which you bid me welcome, Wh 
muſt we live like Diogenes? If we do. nc 
fare ſo very hard, we ſhall be never the mor 
unhealthy. Be adviſed by me, ſince we hay 
(God be thanked) wherewith to render ou 
retirement agrecable, do not let us make it th 
abode of faming and poverty. As ſoon © 


108 


we have bought an eſtate, let us ſtock it will 


good 


if} 
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in td wines, and all other proviſions that are 
Her for men of wit, who da not quit the 
mrerſation of men to renounce the conve- 
encies of life, but rather to enjoy them with 
notiq : greater tranquillity. © What one has in 


„ a: houſe,” ſays Heſiod, does not make us 
inks ey; whereas, what one has not, may, ft 
r (WM bctter,” continues he, to be in poſſeſſion 
mu all things neceſſary at one's houſe, than to 
my: viking to have them.“ : 

fig What the devil, Mr. Scipio,” ſaid I, in- 


rrupting him in my turn, you underſtand 
ke Greek poets ! pray where did you get ac- 
minted with Heſiod? “ © Ar a. learned. 
un's,” replied he. I ferved a pedant ſome 
ne at Salamanca, who was a great commen- 
tor, He would make you. a large volume 
the twiakling of an eye. He compoſed it 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin paſſages, which 
extracted from the books in his library, 
| tranſlated into Spaniſh, - As I was his. 
unſcriber, I have retained I do not know 
by many ſentences, as remarkable as that 1 
me juit quoted.“ If it be fo,” anſwered: 
you have your memory well embellithed.. 
ut to return to our. project; in which of the 
hiniſh kingdoms do you think proper for us. 
ſettle our philoſophical reſidence ?” © I de- 
re for Arragon,” replied. my confident, 
We may find there abundance of charming 
laces, where we may lead a delicious life.“ 
Well then,” ſays I, „ ſo be it, let us ſtop. 
KArragon; I conſent to it. May we find an 
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abode there, which may ſupply - us with 
the pleaſures whereof my imagination is 
full.“ 


1 CRAP ©X;: 


What they did on their arrival at Madri 
Who Gil Blas met in the ſtreet, and what 
ceſs attended this rencounter, 


Eing come to Madrid, we alighted at 
little ready- furniſhed houſe, where $ 

pio had lodged in his journeys thither ; a 
the firſt thing we did was to go to Salero 
to draw our doublons out of his hands, 
received us perfectly well, and expreſſed 
great deal of joy at ſeeing me at liberty. 
proteſt,” continued he, I was ſo ſenſible 
your diſgrace, that it gave me a diſguſt to 
alliance with courtiers. Their fortunes 2 
too much like caſtles in the air; for wh 
reaſon I have married my daughter Gabrie 
to a rich merchant,” * You have done ve 
well,” replied 1; © for, befides his fortune] 
being upon a more ſolid bottom, a citizen wh 
becomes father-in-law to a man of quality, 
not always contented with the gentleman lu 
ſon-in-law,” 

Then changing the diſcourſe, and comin 
to the matter in hand; Signior Gabriel, 
continued I, do us the favour, if you pleaſe 
to deliver us the two thouſand piſtoles that“ 
** Your money is all ready,” ſaid he, inter. 
rupting me; and, carrying us to his cabinet 


he ſhewed us two bags, whereon theſe words 
were 


We 


18 
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ere written on tickets: “ Theſe bags of 
hublons belong to Signior Gil Blas de San- 
lane.“ There,“ ſaid he, there is your 
noney as it was intruſted with me.“ 

[| thanked Salero for the favour he had done 
ne, and being very well comforted for the 
bs of his daughter, we carried off the bags 
pour lodging, where we ſet about countin 
ur double piſtoles The ſum was right with- 
n fifty, which had been diſburſed for the pur- 
chaſe of my liberty. We now only thought 
of putting ourſelves in a condition to go to 
Aragon. My ſecretary took upon him the 
charge of buying a calafh and two mules; and 
n my fide, I made a proviſion of linen and 
dothes. Whilſt I was thus employed in run- 
ing up and down the ſtreets, and making my 
hargains, I met the Baron de Steinbach, the 
oficer of the german guard, with whom Don 
Alphonſo had been brought up. | 

ſaluted the German cavalier, who havin 
iſo recollected me, came to me, and embraced 


me: I am extremely joyful,” ſaid I, © to ſee 


jour Lordſhip in the beſt health in the world, 
ind, at the ſame time, to have an opportunity 
o learn news of Signior Don Cæſar, and 
Don Alphonſo de Leyva.“ I can give you 
certain account of them,” anſwered he, 
ſince they are both actually at Madrid, and, 
what is more, lodged at my houſe, It is a- 
bout three months ſince they came to this city, 
o thank his Majeſty for a favour Don Al- 
phonſo has received in acknowledgment of the 
avours his anceſtors have done the ſtate, He 
has 
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has been made governour of Valencia, wit 
out having aſked that paſt, or deſired any ot 
to ſolicit for him. Nothing could be mo 
gracious ; and this thews that our monar 
loves to reward valour.“ 
Although I knew better than Steinbae| 
what to think of it, I did not ſeem to hay 
the leaſt knowledge ia the world of what h 
told me. But I exprefled ſuch a prodigiou 
impatience to pay my reſpects to my old mi 
ſters, that he carried me directly to his hoy 
to ſatisfy me. I had a deſire to try Don A 
pkonſo, and judge, by the reception he gan 
me, whether he had ftill any affection ref 
maining for me. I found him in a parlou 
playing at cheſs with the Baroneſs de Stein 
bach. He left his game as ſoon as he ſaw me; 
and advancing towards me in a tranſport, hg 
claſped me round the neck, and ſaid with a 
air that ſhewed a real tranſport, © Santillane 
you are then at laſt reſtored to me, I am 0 
verjoyed at it. It was not my fault we did 
not keep together; I begged you, if you re- 
member, not to leave the caſtle of Leyva, but 
you did not regard my requeſt. However, | 
do not blame you, I even take the motive off 
your retreat kindly. But you ought to have 
let me hear from you ſince that time, and 
have ſaved me the pains of ſearching in vain 
for you at Grenada, where my brother-in-law 
Don Fernando ſent me word you were ſet⸗ 
fled.” 


After this little reproach, continued * | 
3 4 Tell 
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ell me what you do at Madrid; undoubt- 
ly you have ſome employment here. Be aſ- 
red, that I intereſt myſelf more than ever 
four welfare.“ *© My Lord,” anſwered I, 
it is not yet four months that I had a pretty 
miderable poſt at court. I had the honour 
being ſecretary and confident to the Duke 
e Lerma,” ** Is it poflible !” cried Don Al- 
thonſo, in an extreme amazement, © What, 
s you intruſted with that prime miniſter's 
krets ?” 1 gained his favour,” replied I, 
and I loſt it after the manner I am going to 
late to you.” Then I told him all the ſtory, 
ud I finiſhed my recital at the reſolution 'I 
ld taken to buy me a cottage, with the little 
| had left of my former proſperity, and to 
re there a retired life. 

Don Czfar's ſon having liſtened to me with 

great deal of attention, made anſwer, © Dear 
Gil Blas, you know I have always loved you ; 
ou ſhall no longer be fortune's may-game, 
vill ſet you above her power, by making you 
maſter of an eſtate whereof the cannot deprive 
jou, Since you deſign io live in the country, 
[vill give you a littie piece of land which we 
be near Lirias, four leagues from Valencia. 
lou know it, It is a preſent we can make 
jou without any inconvenience to ourſelves, 
[dare anſwer for it, my father will not con- 
indict me, and that it will be a ſenſible plea- 
lure to Seraphina.“ 

[ threw myſelf at the feet of Don Alphen- 
0, who raiſed me in a moment. I kifled his 


N land, and being more charmed with his good- 


will 
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will than his preſent, © My Lord,” ſaid 
** your behaviour raviſhes me. 'The gift y 
have made me, is fo much the more agreeahl{ 
as it precedes the knowledge of a ſervice I hy 
done you; and I would rather owe it to yoy 
generoſity than gratitude,” My governo 
was a little ſurpriſed at this diſcourſe, and dj 
not fail asking me what this pretended ſervig 
was. I informed him, and gave him an a 
count that redoubled his aſtoniſhment. 
was far from thinking, as well as the Baro 
de Steinbach, that the government of Valen 
cia had been given him by my intereſt. Ho 
ever, not being able any longer to doubt 
Gil Blas,“ faid he, * ſince it is to you I oy 
my poſt, I do not deſign to confine myſelf | 
the little eſtate at Lirias ; I offer you, beſide 
that, a penſion of two thouſand ducats 4 
year,” | | 

* Hold there, Signior Don Alphonſo, 
cried J, interrupting him at theſe words, 4 
not revive again my covetouſneſs. Riches ar 
only praper to corrupt the morals, I have ex 
perienced it but too much. I willingly ac 
cept of your little competency at Lirias, 
ſhall live there commodiouſly with the mone 
I have elſewhere, But that is enough; and 
far from deſiring more, I ſhould ſooner con 
ſent to loſe what ſuperfluity I poſſeſs. Riche 
are but a burden in a retirement, where on 
defires only tranquillity, 

Whilſt we were talking at this rate, Do 
Cæſar came in, who ſhewed no leſs joy at the 


Tight of me than his fon ; and when he val 
acquaintec 
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quainted with the obligation his family had 


© 7, me, he preſſed me to accept the penſion ; 
eabli hich I again refuſed, In ſhort, the father 
hy id the ſon carried me to a notary, where the 
Jo rat was drawn up, which they both figned 


ith more pleaſure than they would have done 
iy deed that had been to their profit. When 
ie contract was diſpatched, they delivered it 
ito my hands, telling me the eſtate at Lirias 
s no longer theirs, and that I might go 
nd take poſſeſſion when I pleaſed, After 
tis, they returned to the Baron de Stein- 
ach's, and I flew to my lodging, where I 


q cd my ſecretary with admiration, when 
ic Jod him that we had an eſtate in the king- 
Won of Valencia, and informed him after 


hat manner he had made the acquiſition, 
How much may this inheritance be worth?“ 
ſad he. Five hundred ducats a- year,“ an- 
rered I ; “ and ] can aſſure you, it is an ad- 
nirable ſolitude. I know it, by having been 
ere ſeveral times, as ſteward to the Lords of 
leyva. It is a little houſe on the banks of 
he Guadalaviar, in a hamlet of five or fix 
tottages, and a charming country.” 

© What pleaſes me yet more,” cried Scipio, 
"1s, that we ſhall there have fine wild-fowl, 
wh Benecarlo wine, and exquiſite muſcadine, 
Come, my patron, let us haſte to quit the 
vorld, and get to our hermitage.“ I want 
s much to be there as thee,” replied I: 
"but I muſt firſt take a journey into Aſtu- 
m. My father and mother are in no very 
od condition there, I intend to go ſeek 
them, 
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has perhaps provided me this place of ref 
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them, to carry them to Lirias, where 
. . AY 7 
may ſpend their latter days in quiet. Hes 


for their reception, and will puniſh me 
ſhould neglect it.“ Scipio approved 
much of my deſign, and even incited me 
put it in execution. Let us loſe no tit 


faid he, I have already ſecured a calaſh; | 


us buy mules ſpecdily, and take the road to 
viedo,” * Yes, friend,” replied I, “ let 
o as ſoon as poſſible, I think it an indiſp 
ſible-duty to ſhare the pleaſures of my reti 
ment with the authors of my birth, ( 
journey will not be long ; we ſhall ſoon 
one another at our hamlet; and when I 
there; I will write over the door of my ho 
theſe two Latin verſes in golden letters, 


Invent portum. Spes et fortuna valete, 
Sat me luſiſtis; ludite nunc alios. 
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The End of the THIRD VoLUME, 
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